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Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food

Question No.1-The Dangerous Chemicals Control Act 2004, under the aegis of the Ministry of
Health and Quality of Life, through the Dangerous Chemicals Control Board regulates the

import, éxport, manufacture, sale, store, trade in and distribution of pesticides.

Under the Dangerous Chemicals Control Act 2004, the Ministry responsible for the subject of
Agriculture (Ministry of Agro Industry and Food Security) shall exercise such powers and
conform such duties as are conferred to it by this Act for inspection, information, guidance and
control of proper and safe use of pesticides residues on vegetables, fruits and any other

agricultural material such as soil, livestock, feed or fodder.

Ministry of Health and Quality of Life is the focal point for the Rotterdam Convention on the

Prior Informed Consent Procedure for certain chemicals and pesticides in International Trade.

Question No.2-Our successful measures are that since 1972 pesticides have been regulated by
the Pesticides Control Act and replaced by the Dangerous Chemicals Control Act 2004 for better

control with a list of prohibited pesticides.

Question No.3- Children are not allowed to work and workers are protected by the Oceupational
Safety and Health Act 2005, replacing the Act of 1988 under the aegis of the Ministry of Labour,
Industrial Relations, Employment and Training. Also the Twelfth Schedule of the DCC Act 2004

provides special protection to pesticides workers where minor (under 18) and pregnant women

- are not allowed to work.

Question No.4- Nil

Question No.5-Information to pesticides users and consumers falls under the aegis of the
Ministry of Agro Industry and Food Security. This Ministry sensitises farmers on the safe use of

pesticides.

Question No.6-Good practices are the legislation, the DCC Act 2004 where all pesticides are
either severely restricted or prohibited. Also, under the DCC Act 2004, the Globally Harmonized
System of Classification and Labelling (GHS) is followed. Under the Ministry of Agro Industry
and Food Security the Food Technology Laboratory monitors pesticid;es residues and FAREI



provides training programme for pesticides users. Further efforts are the upcoming of draft
regulation for the proper and safe use of pesticides by farmers, control of pesticides residues on
vegetable and fruits by the Ministry of Agro Industry and Food Security. Also organic farming is

encouraged.

Question No.7- There is no production of pesticides in Mauritius. The Ministry of Agro Industry

and Food Security is coming up with draft Regulations for the proper and safe use of pesticides

by farmers, control of pesticides residues on vegetable and fruits. Organic farming is encouraged.

The Dangerous Chemicals Control Board restricts liquid formulations of pesticides for which

granular formulations are readily available.

There is a proposed Dangerous Chemicals Control (Amendment of Schedules) Regulations to

better protect health and environment.

Question No.8- Organic farming is encouraged by the Ministry of Agro Industry and Food
Security. The is a yearly Phasing out of a number of pesticides since 2014 as per the Ecological

Agriculture Action Plan for Mauritius and Rodrigues.

Question No.9- Nil

Question No.10- There is a proposed Dangerous Chemicals Control (Amendment of Schedules)

Regulations to better protect health and environment.

Also the Ministry of Agro Industry and Food Security is coming up with dfaft regulations for
the proper and safe use of pesticides by farmers, control of pesticides residues on vegetable and

fruits.



