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Mr President,

My _defeg.ation aligns itself with the statement delivered'\by Algeri_a on behalf of the .
African Group, | | ' '

- Sierra Leone takes this occasion to thank the Paneliists for their interventiﬁns which
has provided us with a more tangible overview of the negative impacts of unjlateral

coercive measures applied on the countries concerned. - -

The far reaching implications of unilateral éoercive measures are a source of h’lajor .
congern for my delegation. Sierra Leone beli'eves‘ that economic, trade or -ot_he'r
meastires ‘takern by ore State to compel a change in the policy of another country
are detrimental. to the fuil enjoyment of human rights, and ther-efo're, are not in;”
accordance with international law, including the UN Charter, and in many instanf:es,
in direct cont.ravehtion of humanitarian law. |

The restriction of trade ag_reerh_ents, as well as the obstruction of financial and -
investment flows between sender and targeted. countries, disrupts -the ability of




Statesf to meét'_ their devélopment commitments and -hés the add'ed impact of
fracturing international relations a-nd.promo_ti'ng a spirit of suspicion and distrust,

- Furthermore, asset freezing; 'e'mbargoesa'nd other sanctions are often uée_d to limit
access to funds which are vital for meéting the various economic and financial
obligations of the targeted State. -

- My delegation believes that fhe extraterritorial nature of unilateral coercive measures

aimed at coercing ano:th'erfs_tat'é' to- bend their sovereign will, inevitably hav_e long

term and destabilizing ‘effe.tl:ts_- which will cause political and eConomi.c_ hardship on

the targeted country.

In addition, these sanctions are often.applied without safeguards which protect the
human rights of loca populations, inc':r-udfng'-v_glnerable groups who are frequently the

‘worst affected by -thes'e. pUh-i;ﬂv'e ni:ea's;u'rés.‘ For example, '_pr.evéntiﬁg _the'importation-_

- of food and m'edicines would render the situation in the targeted country unstable -

.- and could poterﬁtially }eéd?t‘o a huma"n_itarian crisis.

~ . In_conclusion, while overslsightriandfaCcounfabi-l:ityr are important conéiderations, my

delegation considers that jt wouid be more beneficial to ensure that human rights -

. mechanisms defimit thee é@pplicatiqh and scope of this practice.

L

Should any__-su.bh measures ' be . ndnetﬁeiessj._ch‘t:em,pléted,' an’ analysis of the -

negative socio-ecoriomic consequences énd"hu:manitar'ian implications must take

 Gonsidered and actions taken to avoid the,

T

Finally, Sierra Leone, would like to ask the ,p-ahélli‘sfsvhéw——bésttvré_b’uild"hétiéﬁé‘l’"' P
frameworks rendered fragile, in order to ensure. that the harsh. consequences of

these sanctions on 'civilién'p_opt;léffdns'co_uld be best mitigated or managed?

ot

Thank you, Mr President. -




