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UN Working on Discrimination against Women and Girls

Questionnaire on girls’ and young women’s activism
Introduction 
The Working Group on discrimination against women and girls, composed of five experts from different regions of the world, whose role is to monitor the situation of women’s and girls’ human rights globally and to set standards for better protection of their rights, is preparing its next thematic report to the Human Rights Council on the topic of girls’ and young women’s participation, activism and collective action.

The Working Group would thus like to hear from you about your experiences, in particular the characteristics and features of your work, supporting factors as well as barriers, with a view of making relevant recommendations to the States and international community aiming at contributing to a safer, more supportive and enabling environment for your activism

We therefore kindly ask you to provide answers to the following questions by 1 October 2021 (wgdiscriminationwomen@ohchr.org). Responses to the questionnaire will be made publicly available at the time of the report publication, unless you indicate that you submission should remain confidential:

I. Nature, modalities and trends of your activism 
1. What issues are you working on? How did you choose them, why is this important to you? 
2. Are you part of any organization or network?  What type of organization or network are you part of? How are you organized? 
3. Does some of your activist actions require financial support? How are you financed?

4. What are your main spaces and levels of engagement (local communities, national level or international), who are the political actors and authorities you mostly engage with? What influenced your choice of actors and spaces and do you consider expanding your engagement to different levels?
5. Is your activism mainly conducted online or offline or both? What influenced your choice?

6. Do you cooperate with other individuals and organizations, how and why?
II. Motivations and impact of your activism

1. What motivated you to become an activist? What was your vision, your goals?

2. What factors encouraged you to continue your activism?

3. What did your activism bring, how did it change your life?
4. What are some of the main successes of your activism?
5. To what extent is your activism influencing State authorities, including policies and legislation? Why and in which specific ways?

III. Enabling factors and good practices 
1. Were there some factors/individuals/entities which have facilitated your work? How?
2. What/who are the main sources of support? Why and how do they support your work?
3. What are your solidarity and support networks? And what is the role of young and elder activists? 

4. Are there any particular issues and platforms of your engagement that enjoy special attention and support from government institutions? Provide some concrete examples and positive practices. 
5. Are there any state supported local structures for children and young people (e.g. child parliaments, youth leagues, etc.)? To what extent do you take part in these structures and why?
6.  Do you feel that the national legal/policy/institutional frameworks adequately promote, protect and support your work? Why and in which specific ways?
7. Do you feel that infrastructures and technological advancements in your country have facilitated your work? How?
8. What positive/good practices and innovative initiatives do you see in promoting and protecting you work?
IV. Challenges and structural barriers
1. What challenges did you face in your work? 
2. Do you feel that you have been discriminated against for being girls and more particularly, girl activists? Do you see particular groups of girls and young women being most affected?
3. Have you faced specific barriers related to your actions? Examples of these include prejudices based on gender and age, restrictions on your freedom of expression, speech, assembly, liberty, etc., legal restrictions to your capacity to provide legal consent, legal age of marriage, etc. 

4. Have you encountered laws, policies and practices that place obstacles to your participation, activism or collective action?
5. Have you encountered any groups, institutions or technologies that place obstacles to your participation, activism or collective action?

6. Have you ever been threatened (in any way: directly or indirectly, anonymously, online etc.), prosecuted, or punished for your activism, participation or defense of certain issues? If so, were you able to access justice?
7. Have you felt that your family, your community, the State, human rights groups, and other actors do not support or respect your evolving capacities and interests? Why?
8. Has the COVID pandemic affected your work?  In which particular ways the impact was felt in your work?
V. Recommendations/ the way forward

1. What would help you in your work?
2. What recommendations would you have for state and other political actors?
3. What actions do you think are needed from different actors (States, civil society, private sector) to better enable you to influence decision-making?
VI. Anything else you would like to share
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