Overview of the Ministry of Communications and High Technologies to make report in terms of bridging the gender digital divide from a human rights perspective of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

   The factors which define the future development of our country are the public care supporting formation of the information society and speedy development of the information-communication technologies thereby information-communication technologies are considered to be a major factor to ensure the well-being of nation.  
   The Government of Azerbaijan shows interest in terms of effective use of Internet and its development perspectives in the country. Herewith the latest innovations have been applied, opportunities have been created in order to have Internet access by means of wired, wireless and mobile technologies. Virtually, people in Azerbaijan are completely free to use Internet and there is no any gender-based discrimination in connection with Internet access. Owing to this fact 77% of the population constitute Internet users while 72% of them are broadband Internet users. Although there is no any distribution of internet users by gender, it should be noted that recently highest internet penetration rate has been observed among women. At the present, there are 2 100 000 facebook and instagram users whereas women constitute 32% of users on facebook, 36% of users on instagram respectively. However, 25,3% of them are women who study at the higher education institutes and they are students of the technical and technological faculties. 
   According to the Concept of Development “Azerbaijan 2020: Vision to the Future”, which is confirmed by the Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated December 29, 2012, ref. 800, it is considered to develop ICT infrastructure, to provide broadband, cheap and high quality Internet access in the territory of the country including rural areas, to expand application of ICT in the regions, to provide digital readiness of the population and to improve the integration level of the country into global information space in the forthcoming years. Moreover, it is planned to provide all necessary communications and internet services for the comfortable daily life of the citizens even in the remote areas of Azerbaijan by the year 2020 which is considered as one of the main priorities. 
Along with that, the “National Strategy for Information Society Development in the Republic of Azerbaijan for the years 2014-2020” has been approved by the Order of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated April 2, 2014, ref. 359. As it is highlighted in the National Strategy, today ICT is accepted to be a favorable tool in order to provide sustainable and reliable development, to strengthen intellectual potential of the country, to struggle against corruption, to reduce the poverty and unemployment and to develop transparency and democracy in the society as well. As a result of implementation of the National Strategy it is expected to bridge the existing divide both among various groups of population, urban and rural residences and different fields of economy from the viewpoint of ICT application. As well as, it is envisaged to define and develop abilities to use “E-government” portal, to enable universal values for internet freedom and information obtaining, to apply state-of-the-art technologies for realization of the rights and freedoms of citizens, to include broadband internet services to the universal services and to expand broadband internet access facilities on the basis of the multi-branch and state-of-the-art technologies. 
Moreover, the “State Program on Implementation of the National Strategy for Information Society Development in Azerbaijan in the years 2016-2020” has been approved by the Order of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated September 20, 2016, ref. 2345. The State Program aims at implementing the main objectives and tasks and the policy set forth in terms of development of information society. The State Program also will ensure to reduce digital divide both among various groups of population, urban and rural residences, to increase potential for global internet access and to expand transit information services through performance of arrangements considered therein.    
One of the important factors providing protection of human rights and freedom, and development of democracy in the country is the promotion of e-governance. In this regard, substantial works have been done in the Republic of Azerbaijan in the field of e-government. Development of e-government gives an opportunity for improvement of public management mechanisms in the country, protection of transparency, meeting the needs of the society completely in the provision of information products and services. There exists "E-government" portal, where electron services provided by the state bodies are located in the same place in order to organize more comfortable and appropriate relations between the citizens and the state bodies. At present 422 e-services are being presented in the portal by 42 state bodies. Generally, nearly 500 e-services have been created and put into the use of the citizens in the sites of the state agencies.  
As it was indicated in the “Strategic Road Map for development of telecommunication and information technologies in the Republic of Azerbaijan” confirmed by the Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated December 6, 2016 with ref. number 1138, it is projected to continue measures regarding provision of access of the great mass of the population to the speedy broadband network in Azerbaijan till 2025 year, steady increase of investments to fiber-optic network both at the levels of infrastructure and “last mile”, provision of optical format (FTT-X) broadband services in the densely populated regions by this way, as well as expansion of the scope of services in the settlements and residential areas where density of population is less.  

Today, Azerbaijan is ahead of many countries according to the level of application of information and communication technologies. The works implemented for formulation of information society in the country have been highly appreciated by the international organizations. Azerbaijan is among the top ten countries due to the development dynamics in the International Telecommunication Union’s reports "Measuring the Information Society". The Republic of Azerbaijan has been ranked to 53rd place among 139 countries due to the "Networked Readiness Index" indicator in the World Economic Forum's "Global Information Technologies-2016" report. In "The State of Broadband 2016" report drawn by the ITU/UNESCO Broadband Commission for Digital Development for the “State of broadband Internet”, Azerbaijan ranks 36th place among 191 countries due to the number of Internet users. 

	Name of indicators
	  2010
	  2011
	  2012
	  2013
	  2014
	  2015

	Share of computer users in the total number of population, by %   
	38,0
	48,0
	56,0
	62,0
	67,8
	69,9

	man
	46,6
	58,9
	62,1
	64,5
	69,9
	71,3

	woman
	24,6
	37,6
	50,1
	59,6
	65,7
	68,5

	Distribution of computer users due to the points of use of computers, by % as compared with the total  
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0

	In the apartament (household) 
	39,7
	46,9
	48,8
	49,3
	53,6
	55,8

	In the work place  
	22,4
	19,7
	20,5
	21,4
	20,3
	19,6

	In the educational institution 
	22,3
	22,4
	23,7
	24,1
	21,9
	20,7

	In the departament of others 
	3,9
	2,5
	2,6
	2,3
	1,9
	1,7

	In the other places 
	11,7
	8,5
	4,4
	2,9
	2,3
	2,2

	Distribution of computer users due to their frequent use of computers, by % as compared with the total  
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0

	Every day on average 
	54,8
	61,4
	67,9
	71,4
	79,8
	80,6

	At least one time per week 
	40,2
	32,1
	27,2
	24,0
	16,7
	16,3

	At least one time per month 
	3,4
	3,6
	2,9
	2,7
	2,8
	2,7

	One time during the last 3 months  
	1,6
	2,9
	2,0
	1,9
	0,7
	0,4

	Ages of computer users, by % as compared with the total  
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0

	Persons under the age of 24 years  
	60,5
	40,4
	43,9
	44,2
	42,0
	42,7

	Persons between the ages of 25-34  
	20,7
	21,1
	18,0
	22,8
	24,2
	23,8

	Persons under the age of 35-64   
	18,5
	38,5
	37,9
	32,9
	33,7
	33,4

	Persons above the age of 64 years  
	0,3
	0,1
	0,1
	0,1
	0,1
	0,1

	Distribution of computer users due to the educational degrees 7
 by % as compared with the total 
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0

	Secondary school 
	52,1
	54,9
	62,8
	61,5
	58,7
	59,1

	Non-higher education following the secondary education  
	13,7
	  13,3                                 
	18,4
	19,4
	18,6
	18,1

	Higher education 
	     34,2
	31,7
	18,8
	19,1
	22,7
	22,8


Use of computers by the population
7 Educational degrees were indicated according to the “National Classification of Education of Azerbaijan” (AZTO18-2004) prepared on the basis of International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED 97) of UNESCO. 
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