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Answers to the Questionnaire of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights regarding the exercise of human rights by youth
1) Is there a national law on youth in your country?
If there is, please describe it (including how youth is defined in the separate law)
The Law on Youth was adopted in 2011, as a framework lex specialis law regulating institutional care for youth. The law legally guarantees and financially ensures support for improving the social status of youth. Although youth activities in the Republic of Serbia are regulated by numerous laws across various areas, the state decided to adopt a separate Law on Youth that would create systemic conditions for the implementation of youth activities, with active and increased participation of youth in all areas of society. 
The Law regulates measures and activities at the national, provincial and local level, aimed at improving the status of youth. The goal of the Law is to create conditions for providing support to youth in their organization, social activities, development and realization of their potential for personal benefit and the benefit of society.
2) What are the key challenges faced by youth in your country?
The Ministry of Youth and Sports has been implementing annual surveys on the status and needs of youth in Serbia since it was founded in 2007. These surveys are one of the starting points for drafting and monitoring strategic documents in the field of youth policy, as well as for establishing priority in financing programmes and projects of public interest within the youth sector. As the key challenges they face, young people list unemployment, economic problems, the educational system and quality of instruction, as well as lack of content in their places of residence. 
3. What measures are being undertaken by the Government to ensure full implementation of their human rights (civic and political rights, and economic and social rights)?
The Republic of Serbia has established a strategic, legislative and institutional framework for the protection of youth. Mechanisms have been established in the field of protection of the human rights of youth to monitor the implementation of adopted policies and laws at all levels, from the Government to local self-governments.
The Youth Strategy by 2025 of the Government of the Republic Serbia established guidelines and goals for the efficient resolution of problems faced by youth, ranging from ensuring access to quality education, solving the issue of unemployment, as well as improving the active participation of youth in all walks of life. Funds for the implementation of the Strategy are provided from the Budget of the Republic of Serbia, the Budget of AP Vojvodina and local self-governments, and donor funds.
Our country is drafting and regularly submitting periodic reports to UN treaty bodies and the UN Human Rights Council. The Republic of Serbia has submitted reports before three United Nations treaty bodies since early 2017, while in January of this year it submitted the report for the third cycle of the Universal Periodic Review to the UN Human Rights Council.  
Serbia is one of the few countries that has established a Council for monitoring the implementation of recommendations of UN human rights mechanisms at the Government level. The Council aims to increase the efficiency of implementation of the received recommendations, as well as to improve intersectoral cooperation with the aim of their implementation. The work of the Council is based on two key principles: the principle of inclusion and the principle of transparency. Inclusion means that the work of the Council involves, in addition to executive authorities, representatives of the Parliament, independent bodies, civil society organizations and other relevant stakeholders. Transparency involves openness and honesty in the work of the Council, as well as the overall process.
The Council drafted a Plan to meet all the recommendations of UN human rights mechanisms issued to the Republic of Serbia, including recommendations related to improving the status of youth. This plan contains the status, goal, deadline for compliance with the recommendations, as well as competent bodies tasked with the implementation of each individual recommendation. In order to increase efficiency in the process of compliance with the recommendations, the Council is working on developing a set of indicators. The indicators are being developed in cooperation with civil society, independent state bodies and the Parliament, with the support of the UN Country Team in Serbia and the OSCE Mission to Serbia.
4. Could you provide examples of policies and programmes aimed at providing support and empowering youth to exercise their rights?
Competent state bodies allocate funds within their budgets for projects lead by associations aimed at improving the status of youth by way of public calls to finance programmes and projects of public interest for youth. Public calls by the ministry competent for youth and sports provide funding for associations registered in the Unified registry of youth associations, associations for youth and their unions, as well as local self-government units that have established Youth Offices. Having in mind that the key challenges noted by young people are unemployment and economic problems, approximately 50% of the funds allocated for programmes and projects by associations and youth offices is aimed at supporting employment and improving youth employability. 
5. How are youth organizations, structured to be led by young people, involved in the development, implementation, monitoring and/or evaluation of youth policies and programmes in your country.
Young people were actively involved in the development of the National Youth Strategy for the period up to 2025, as well as the relevant Action Plan for the period 2018-2020. In addition to the competent bodies, representatives of youth associations and youth offices were also involved through their participation in the intersectoral Working group for monitoring and implementing the National Youth Strategy.
The associations in the area of youth are key partners of the Ministry competent for the area of youth and sports in creating and monitoring youth policies: Serbian Youth Umbrella Association (KOMS), National Association of Practitioners (NAPOR) and the National Association of Youth Offices.
The Government of the Republic of Serbia established the National Youth Council in 2014, as its advisory body promoting and harmonizing activities regarding the development, realization and implementation of youth policy, and proposing measures for its improvement. The work of the Council involves the participation of state bodies for the realization of youth interests, representatives of provincial bodies, youth offices, citizens’ associations, national councils of national minorities and renowned experts. In accordance with the Law on Youth, 1/3 of the members of the National Youth Council are representatives of youth from among youth associations, associations for youth and their unions. The Council ensures the voice of youth is heard and respected, so that young people can participate in the drafting, implementation and monitoring of the realization of public policy.
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