Human Rights Council

High-level Panel discussion on human rights mainstreaming
Tuesday 4 March 2014, 09:00-12:00, room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland

As part of its mandate established by General Assembly resolution 60/251, the Human Rights Council plays an important role in promoting the effective coordination and the mainstreaming of human rights within the United Nations system. In this context, the Council decided in the review outcome of its work and functioning (Council resolution 16/21) to “hold a half-day panel discussion once a year to interact with heads of governing bodies and secretariats of United Nations agencies and funds within their respective mandates on specific human rights themes with the objective of promoting the mainstreaming of human rights throughout the United Nations system”. 

Accordingly, a high-level panel discussion will be held on 4th March 2014, from 09.00-12.00. The Human Rights Council has decided that the theme of this year’s high level panel will be "the protection and promotion of the human rights of migrants". 
Background
Approximately 232 million people currently live outside their countries of origin. Contemporary migration is a multifaceted and complex phenomenon. It can be temporary or permanent, forced or voluntary, and migrants can travel through regular or irregular channels. Migration affects all regions of the world; migrants move between countries of the global South as well as from developing to developed regions, and migration has an impact on the economy, society and culture of countries of origin, transit and destination. At the heart of this phenomenon, however, are individual human beings, all of whom have human rights. Migrants can be stranded in transit, unable to move onwards, often subject to prolonged detention. At destination, many migrants face violence, abuse, discrimination, xenophobia and exploitation in the work place and in their private, social, cultural and public life. The Durban Declaration and Programme of Action recognized that xenophobia against migrants constitutes one of the main sources of contemporary racism and that human rights violations against members of such groups occur widely in the context of discriminatory, xenophobic and racist practices. This is often reinforced by policies, legislation and regulations to restrict migratory flows, as evidenced by the increasing tendency to criminalize irregular migrants.
Human rights law provides that all persons, without discrimination, must have access to all fundamental human rights. The human rights framework on migration encompasses all core international human rights instruments, including the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, as well as related standards of international labour law, refugee law and humanitarian law where relevant. However, migrants often experience serious gaps in protection in law and in practice, in part because of the lack of a robust human rights-based approach in migration policies as well as in monitoring and implementation mechanisms. Strengthened mechanisms of international cooperation on migration are needed, including in terms of addressing the root causes of precarious and unsafe migration. There are also a low number of states subscribing to the normative frameworks of protection. A human rights-based approach brings the treatment of migrants as human beings to the centre of all policy and dialogue on migration, emphasising that migration is not merely an economic or political phenomenon, but is a fundamentally human process.
During the recently concluded UN GA High Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development held in October 2013, Member States unanimously adopted a Declaration that renews their commitment to the protection of the human rights of all migrants, regardless of their migration status, and strongly condemned manifestations of xenophobia, racism and intolerance, deciding to work towards an effective and inclusive agenda on migration that integrates development and respects human rights. 
  
The complex issue of migration engages the mandates of a large number of agencies and entities within the UN System and beyond, and the 8-point agenda on “making migration work” that the Secretary General presented to the High Level Dialogue calls for greater protection of the human rights of all migrants, as well as greater cooperation and dialogue on migration inter alia within the context of the United Nations. The primary inter-agency mechanism on migration is the Global Migration Group (GMG), which is mandated “to promote the wider application of all relevant international and regional instruments and norms relating to migration, and to encourage the adoption of more coherent, comprehensive and better coordinated approaches to the issue of international migration.”

This high level panel on human rights mainstreaming will constitute a timely opportunity to develop an effective and inclusive agenda to promote and protect the human rights of migrants. 
Objectives

(a) Exchange views on best practices and challenges in protecting and promoting the human rights of all migrants, including migrants in an irregular situation, including through the identification of effective monitoring and protection mechanisms at the international, regional and national levels;  
(b) Discuss how the human rights of migrants can be integrated into the post 2015 development agenda, and can contribute to the realization of the goals of this agenda and vice versa;  

(c) Assess the progress, achievements and challenges in mainstreaming the human rights of migrants through the work of the UN System, and identify measures to enhance the mainstreaming of the human rights of migrants in the UN System, including in emergency situations; and
(d) Follow up on the outcome of the second High-level Dialogue on Migration and Development held in New York in October 2013, and provide suggestions on developing an effective and inclusive agenda on migration that integrates development and respects human rights such as through holding an annual panel on the human rights of migrants under the auspices of the Human Rights Council.
Format 

The duration of the panel is of 3 hours. The opening addresses and the presentations by the panellists will be followed by an interactive discussion.

Panellists will have 5-7 minutes for their initial presentation and will react to specific questions from the floor. The interactive discussion will be divided into two segments of 60 minutes each (45 minutes for comments and questions from the floor from States, national human rights institutions (NHRIs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), followed by 15 minutes for comments and replies by panellists.) The interactive discussion will be followed by concluding remarks from the panellists.

Depending on the number of registered speakers, questions and comments from the floor after the presentation of the panellists may be limited to a maximum of two minutes. States, NHRIs and NGOs are encouraged to intervene in the debate, through questions and comments directly linked to the interventions of the panellists, as well as suggested recommendations on the way forward with a view to stimulating constructive debate.
This panel will take place during the high-level segment of the Council. Dignitaries will speak first and delegations taking the floor on behalf of political or regional groups will follow. Other delegations will be given the floor thereafter in the order of inscription on a first come first served basis or "in the order of inscription from the electronic system" (tbc). The modalities for NHRIs and NGOs will remain unchanged. Those participants inscribed on the list but unable to speak will have the possibility to share their statements on the HRC Extranet.
Chair: Ambassador Baudelaire Ndong Ella, President of the Human Rights Council
Opening remarks: 
Mr. Jan Eliasson, United Nations Deputy Secretary General (video statement)
Ms. Navi Pillay, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
African Union Commissioner (tbc)

H.E. Federica Mogherini, Foreign Minister of Italy
Keynote speaker: 

Mr Francois Crepeau, Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants 
Panellists:

1. Mr Guy Ryder, Director General, International Labour Organisation 

2. Ms Laura Thompson, Deputy Director General, International Organisation for Migration 
3. Mr Volker Turk, Director, Division of International Protection, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
4. Mr John Sandage, Director, Division of Treaty Affairs, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
5. Mr Christian Salazar, Deputy Director Programme Division, United Nations Children’s Fund 
Outcome
The panel will exchange views, challenges and best practices on mainstreaming the human rights of migrants within the work of the UN System, including in the context of the follow-up to the GA High-level Dialogue on International Migration and Development and the post-2015 UN development agenda. The discussion will also provide suggestions on developing an effective and inclusive human rights-based agenda on migration. A summary of the discussion will be prepared and made available, including on the OHCHR website. 
� Declaration of the High Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/68/L.5" �http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/68/L.5� 


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.globalmigrationgroup.org/en/what-is-the-gmg" �http://www.globalmigrationgroup.org/en/what-is-the-gmg� 
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