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26nd session of the Human Rights Council
Panel discussion on the safety of journalists

Date and venue   11 June 2014, 9.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m., Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva
Mandate
In keeping the general public informed, journalists and other media professionals play an essential role by contributing to transparency and accountability in the conduct of public affairs and other matters of public interest. It is precisely as a result of this crucial role, however, that journalists are frequently subject to violations of their most fundamental human rights, including abduction, arbitrary detention, enforced disappearance, expulsion, harassment, killing, surveillance, search and seizure, torture and threats and acts of other forms of violence. Impunity remains the predominant trend, with perpetrators of killings or attacks against journalists rarely being brought to justice.

In recent years, there has been increased international awareness that ensuring the safety of journalists is essential, as illustrated by the 2006 Security Council Resolution 1738, the 2012 United Nations Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists and the Issue of Impunity, the 2013 Security Council debate and the 2013 General Assembly Resolution on the safety of journalists and the issue of impunity (A/RES/68/163). Also in the Human Rights Council several initiatives have been taken.
In its resolution 21/12, the Human Rights Council condemned in the strongest term all attacks and violence against journalists and called upon States to promote a safe and enabling environment for journalists to perform their work independently and without undue interference. It also requested the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), in collaboration with the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, to prepare, working in consultation with States and other relevant stakeholders, a compilation of good practices in the protection of journalists, the prevention of attacks and the fight against impunity for attacks committed against journalists. This compilation was presented in a report to the Council at its twenty-forth session (A/HRC/24/23).

In its decision 24/116, the Council decided to convene, at its twenty-sixth session, a panel discussion on the issue of the safety of journalists, with a particular focus on the findings of the report, identifying challenges and further developing good practices for ensuring the safety of journalists by sharing information on initiatives undertaken to protect them.
The Council requested OHCHR to organize the panel discussion, in consultation with States, relevant United Nations bodies, funds and programmes, in particular the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural organization, treaty bodies, special procedures and regional human rights mechanisms, as well as with civil society, non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions, with a view to ensuring their participation in the panel discussion. The Council further requested OHCHR to prepare and submit a summary report on the panel discussion to the Human Rights Council at its twenty-seventh session.
Objectives
Based on the request of the Human Rights Council, the panel discussion aims to: 

(i) examine the findings of the report (A/HRC/24/23) regarding good practices for the protection of journalists, the prevention of attacks committed against journalists, and the fight against impunity for such attacks;
(ii) identify challenges and good practices to ensure the safety of journalists, including sharing information on initiatives undertaken to protect them and to fight impunity for attacks committed against journalists;
(iii) promote better understanding of  international human rights norms and standards relevant to the safety of journalists.

Chair    
H.E. Mr. Baudelaire Ndong Ella
President of the Human Rights Council 

Moderator 
Ms. Ghida Fakhry
Journalist
Opening statement 
Ms. Navi Pillay
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Panelists 
· Mr. Gatechew Engida, Deputy Director-General of UNESCO
· Ms. Dunja Mijatovic, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media
· Mr. Frank La Rue, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression
· Ms. Abeer Saady, Journalist and Vice-President of the Syndicate of Journalists of Egypt
· Mr. Frank Smyth, Journalist and Senior Adviser to the Committee to Protect Journalists
Format

The sequence of speakers during this panel discussion will be as follows:

1. The panel discussion shall be chaired by the President of the Human rights Council and will begin with an opening statement by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, followed by introductory remarks by the moderator.
2. A 35-minute initial discussion will follow between the panelists, led by the moderator, allowing each panelist five to seven minutes speaking time.

3.  The remainder of the session will be dedicated to interaction between Member States, observers   and   panelists. There will be two rounds of discussion of 45 minutes for comments and questions from the floor, limited to a maximum of 2 minutes, followed by 15 minutes for comments and replies by panelists. The delegates representing Member or observer States, United Nations agencies and international and regional organizations may inscribe on the list of speakers through the electronic system installed in Room XX. NGOs may inscribe using the online registration system and NHRIs may inscribe with the NHRI focal point.
4. States, national human rights institutions, non-governmental organizations and other observers are encouraged to intervene in an interactive way, through questions, comments and sharing of experiences, good practices and challenges as well as suggested recommendations on the way forward, with a view to stimulating constructive debate.
5. At the end of the panel discussion, panelists will be given three minutes each to make their concluding remarks, followed by final remarks of the moderator. 
Outcome

The expected outcomes of this thematic discussion are: 

· The panel will provide a solid basis for formulating recommendations for the Council’s consideration with respect to the way forward on the issue of safety of journalists;
· States and relevant stakeholders will learn from shared experiences and good practices, identifying practical steps to better protect and promote the safety of journalists;
· OHCHR will prepare a summary report on the outcome of the panel discussion, which will be submitted to the Council at its 27th session.
Background documents

· Human Rights Council decision 24/116 on the panel discussion on the safety of journalists;

· General Assembly resolution 68/163 on the safety of journalists and the issue of impunity;
· Report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the safety of journalists (A/HRC/24/23);
· Report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression (A/HRC/20/17);

· Report of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions (A/HRC/20/22).
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