Commemoration of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
&

Debate on the state of racial discrimination worldwide
Theme: Learning from historical tragedies to combat racial discrimination today
Date: Friday, 20 March, 2015
Place: Palais des Nations, Room XX, Geneva
Concept note 
(as of 17 March 2015)
I.
Introduction

By its resolution 2142 (XXI) of 26 October 1966, the General Assembly proclaimed 21 March as the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. 
In its resolution 69/162 of 18 December 2014, the General Assembly requested the President of the General Assembly and the President of the Human Rights Council to continue convening annual commemorative meetings of the Assembly and the Council during the commemoration of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, with the appropriate focus and themes, and to hold a debate on the state of racial discrimination worldwide, with the participation of the Secretary-General and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, and encouraged the participation of eminent personalities active in the field of racial discrimination, Member States and civil society organizations. 
Annually, the Anti-Racial Discrimination Section (ARDS) of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) organizes an event to commemorate the International Day and to sensitize the public on the challenges posed by racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, as well as the opportunities to combat these phenomena. 
The theme of the event in 2015 will be “Learning from historical tragedies to combat racial discrimination today”. 
The need to preserve historical memory of past human tragedies, to design and make use of related educational and awareness materials for teaching and learning, with a view to combat racism, racial discrimination, promote tolerance and respect diversity in societies is deeply anchored in the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (DDPA). 
The Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the DDPA (IGWG) discussed during its 9th session the role of education in combating racism and highlighted the important role played by UNESCO in relation to education against racism, in particular the Slave Route Project and its theme of “Breaking the silence”. The IGWG encouraged States to promote an accurate reflection of history in education to avoid stereotypes and distortion or falsification of historic facts, which may lead to racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, and also recommended that textbooks and other educational materials reflect accurately historical facts, as they relate to past tragedies and atrocities. 
As this 2015 commemoration coincides with the commencement of the International Decade for People of African Descent (2015-2024), the choice of “Learning from historical tragedies to combat racial discrimination today” as the topic of the event aims also to address one of the main sub-themes of the International Decade, namely “recognition”. 
The focus of the debate this year will be placed on the role of various actors in the global fight against racism through the use of archives, historical research and other educational activities with a view to preserve the memory of past human rights tragedies, raise awareness and build educational programmes and activities which take into account the complex linkages between the past and contemporary forms of racism and racial discrimination. 
The commemoration will take the form of a panel discussion during which existing initiatives aiming at preserving through various ways the historical memory of past human rights tragedies, including slavery, slave trade and transatlantic slave trade, and efforts undertaken in this regard to design educational tools for teaching and awareness raising will be highlighted. It will also allow addressing contemporary manifestations of racism and racial discrimination in an interactive way.
The choice of participants is informed by the theme of the commemoration, and takes into account the panellists’ experience, knowledge of the subject and contributions thereto.
II. 
Programme of the plenary debate
Chair    
H.E. Mr. Joachim Ruecker, President of the Human Rights Council
Opening statement
Ms. Jane Connors, Director, Research and Right to Development Division, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Keynote speakers 

· H.E. Ms. Christiane Taubira, Minister of Justice of France
· Mr. Doudou Diène, Chair of the International Coalition of Sites of Conscience. This initiative aims to preserve memories of past tragedies and gross human right violations, help understand the context in which these events occurred and apply these lessons to today’s struggles for human rights and social justice.

· Ms. Johanna Kool-Blokland, Director of the Zeeland Archives, Netherlands. The Zeeland Archives has put together an online reconstruction of a slave voyage, based on the documents from the archives of the Middelburg Commercial Company (MCC). The MCC was a private Dutch trading company, which specialized in the transatlantic slave trade in the 18th century. A short video "Slave trade by MCC Ship the Unity" will be screened as part of this presentation.
· Mr. Ali Moussa Iyé, Chief of Intercultural Dialogue Section, Division of Cultural Policies and Intercultural Dialogue, UNESCO
III.
Modalities of the plenary debate
The debate will be chaired by the President of the Human Rights Council. The opening addresses and presentations of panellists from the podium (7 minutes each) will be followed by an interactive discussion, to be divided in two slots of 60 minutes each (45 minutes for comments and questions from the floor, followed by 15 minutes for comments and replies by panellists). States and observers are encouraged to intervene in the debate through questions and comments directly linked to the interventions of the panellists. Speaking time for interventions by Members and observers will be limited to two minutes in order to allow a maximum of speakers to intervene. The interactive discussion will be followed by brief concluding remarks from the panellists.
IV.
Related parallel event

In addition to the plenary debate, this year’s commemoration of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination will also include a screening of an educational film “PAS D'HISTOIRES! 12 regards sur le racisme au quotidien” which will be introduced by its producer and followed by a discussion between him, a facilitator and students and teachers from schools in Ferney-Voltaire (France) and Geneva. This film offers reflection on cases of everyday racism by staging different situations happening every day in schools, workplaces, or public transports, inter alia, with the aim of flushing out these situations and generating a critical debate. The screening and discussion will precede the plenary debate of the Council and will take place in Room XXI at Palais des Nations from 12.30 to 3 p.m.  
V.
Date, time and venues 

•  Date: Friday, 20 March 2015

•  Related parallel event in Room XXI, Palais des Nations, from 12.30 to 3 p.m.
•  Plenary debate in Room XX, Palais des Nations, from 3 to 6 p.m.
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