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Mandate
Pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 23/19 on national policies and human rights, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has prepared a report on technical assistance and capacity-building options for integrating human rights into national policies, drawing from worldwide best practices in this field, with a view to support States in developing and applying suitable methodologies. This report was submitted to the Council at its twenty-seventh session (A/HRC/27/41).

In its resolution 27/26 on national policies and human rights, the Council decided to convene, at its twenty-eighth session, a panel discussion on the issue of national policies and human rights, with a particular focus on the findings of the report, identifying challenges, further developments and good practices in mainstreaming human rights in national policies and programmes. The Council further requested OHCHR to prepare and submit a summary report on the panel discussion before the Council’s thirtieth session. 
Objectives
The panel is expected to discuss different worldwide experiences on the issue of introducing the mainstreaming of human rights in national policies of States in order to bridge the gap between the sphere of legal obligations on human rights and concrete action by the State to promote effectively the full enjoyment of these rights by all its citizens. Its aim is to draw on such experiences in order to elaborate recommendations that the Council could wish to make to Member States to assist them in overcoming eventual challenges and obstacles when elaborating and putting into practice their national policies on this matter. 
Speakers and panellists
Chair
H.E. Mr. Juan Esteban Aguirre Martínez, Vice-President of the 
Human Rights Council

Opening statement
Mr. Gianni Magazzeni, Chief of the Americas, Europe and Central Asia Branch, Field Operations and Technical Cooperation Division, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Moderator
H.E. Mr. Rytis Paulauskas, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Lithuania to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva
Panellists
· H.E. Mr. Héctor Cárdenas, Minister and Executive Secretary, Ministry of Social Action, Paraguay

· Mr. Pabel Muñoz, National Secretary for Planning and Development, Government of Ecuador
· Mr. Vitit Muntarbhorn, Professor of Law and former Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council, Thailand
· Mr. Giuseppe Nesi, Professor, Director of the Faculty of Law, University of Trento, Italy
· Mme Dalila Aliane, Chargée d'études et de synthèse, Ministère de la solidarité nationale, de la famille  et de la condition de la femme, Algerie
Format
The sequence of speakers during this panel discussion will be as follows:
1. The panel discussion shall be chaired by the Vice-President of the Human Rights Council and moderated by the Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Lithuania, H.E. Mr. Rytis Paulauskas. It will begin with the opening statement of a representative of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, followed by introductory remarks by the moderator. 

2. The panelists will be given 7 minutes each to make an initial presentation. The ensuing interactive discussion will comprise two rounds of interventions. Each round of discussion will be given 45 minutes for comments and questions from the floor (2 minutes per intervention), followed by 15 minutes for comments and replies by panelists. Member States and other observers shall be given the floor for their statements / interventions which may comprise questions and sharing of experiences, challenges, as well as suggested recommendations on a way forward and, as future opportunities on the matter, with a view to stimulate a constructive debate. 
3. States, national human rights institutions and civil society organizations are encouraged to participate in an interactive way in the debate, through questions and comments, taking into account and reflecting on the interventions of panelists and other participants. 

4. At the end, panelists will be given three minutes each to make their concluding remarks, followed by the final remarks to be made by the moderator.
Accessibility
In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to allow them to participate in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, the panel will be made accessible to persons with disabilities. During the debate, international sign interpretation and real time captioning will be provided and webcasted. Physical accessibility will be promoted by making room facilities wheelchair friendly. As per established guidelines, braille printing will be available on demand. The “Accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities” is available for further reference at: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/AboutCouncil.aspx
Outcome

The expected outcomes of this thematic discussion are: 
· States and relevant stakeholders will learn from shared experiences and good practices, identifying practical steps to better mainstream human rights in national policies.

· OHCHR and other relevant stakeholders will be better informed of the needs of States of the technical assistance and capacity building on this issue. 
· OHCHR will prepare a summary report on the outcome of the panel discussion, which will be submitted to the Council before its 30th session.

· The report will serve the OHCHR as a source for future technical assistance and capacity building on national policies and human rights.

· Provide a basis for any further development on national policies and human rights.
Background documents
a) Human Rights Council resolutions 23/19 and 27/26 on national policies and human rights

b) Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on technical assistance and capacity-building options for integrating human rights into national policies (A/HRC/27/41)
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