30th session of the Human Rights Council
Annual half-day discussion on the rights of indigenous peoples
Follow-up to the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples
Concept note (as of 7 September 2015)
	Date and venue:


	22 September 2015, 12 - 3 p.m., Palais des Nations, Room XX, Geneva 


	Objectives: 
	The panel discussion will focus on follow-up to the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples and its outcome document. The panel discussion aims to: 

· Take stock of measures taken by States, indigenous peoples, the United Nations System and other stakeholders to implement the outcome document of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples.
· Identify good practices and challenges in the implementation of the outcome document of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples at the national and international level.
· Provide an opportunity to discuss human rights-related elements of the outcome document, including the review of the mandate of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Human Rights Council’s examination of the causes and consequences of violence against indigenous women and girls, participation of indigenous peoples in United Nations processes, and the United Nations System-wide action plan for the achievement of the ends of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 


	Chair:
	H.E. Mr. Juan Esteban Aguirre Martínez, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council



	Opening statement: 
	Ms. Mona Rishmawi, Chief of the Rule of Law, Equality and Non-Discrimination Branch, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights


	Moderator:
	Ms. Victoria Tauli Corpuz, Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples


	Panellists:
	· Mr. Albert Kwokwo Barume (Democratic Republic of the Congo), Member of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
· Ms. Myrna Cunningham Kain (Nicaragua), Member of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples and former adviser to the President of the General Assembly for the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples
· Mr. Alejandro González Cravioto (Mexico), Director for International Affairs of the National Commission for the Development of Indigenous Peoples
· Ms. Jannie Lasimbang (Malaysia), Secretariat Director of JOAS (Jaringan Orang Asal SeMalaysia)


	Outcome:
	A summary report will be prepared including a set of recommendations on concrete measures for the implementation of the outcome document of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.


	Mandate:
	The discussion is mandated by Human Rights Council resolution 27/13, in which the Council decided “to hold, at its thirtieth session, a half-day panel discussion on the follow-up to and implementation of the outcome of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, and its implications for the achievement of the ends of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.”



	Format:
	The panel will be interactive. After the opening statements, the moderator will introduce the topic and define the scope of the discussion. The panellists will then be given five to seven minutes each to make their initial statements, answering specific questions posed by the moderator. 
The ensuing interactive discussion, chaired by the President of the Human Rights Council, will comprise two rounds of interventions (45 minutes per round) by States and observers with comments and questions from the floor (two minutes per intervention), followed by 15 minutes for comments and replies by panellists. The participation of representatives of indigenous peoples will be encouraged. The interventions of States and observers may comprise questions to panellists and sharing experiences in order to stimulate a constructive debate. The debate will be followed by responses from the panellists (three minutes each) and short concluding remarks by the moderator. 
Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).


	Background:

	The high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples was held on 22-23 September 2014 in New York. Its outcome document (General Assembly resolution 69/2) contains a series of commitments made by States to achieve the ends of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. These include cooperating with indigenous peoples to “develop and implement national action plans, strategies or other measures, where relevant, to achieve the ends of the Declaration” (paragraph 8).
The outcome document requested the Human Rights Council to “to consider examining the causes and consequences of violence against indigenous women and girls” (paragraph 19) and “to review the mandates of its existing mechanisms, in particular the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples … with a view to modifying and improving the Expert Mechanism so that it can more effectively promote respect for the Declaration, including by better assisting Member States to monitor, evaluate and improve the achievement of the ends of the Declaration” (paragraph 28). The outcome document also requests the Secretary-General, in consultation and cooperation with indigenous peoples, to develop a “system-wide action plan to ensure a coherent approach to achieving the ends of the Declaration” (paragraph 31).



	Background documents:
	· Human Rights Council resolution 27/13, in which the Council decides to hold this half-day discussion (paragraph 9)
· Outcome document of the high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples (General Assembly resolution 69/2)

· Report of the Secretary-General on Progress made in the implementation of the outcome document of the high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples (A/70/84)
· United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
· Human Rights Council resolution 6/36, which established the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples


