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I.
Introduction

In its resolution 2142 (XXI) of 26 October 1966, the General Assembly proclaimed 21 March as the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. 
In its resolution 70/140 of 17 December 2015, the General Assembly requested the President of the General Assembly and the President of the Human Rights Council to continue convening annual commemorative meetings of the Assembly and the Council during the commemoration of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, with the appropriate focus and themes. 
In the same resolution, the General Assembly called upon the Human Rights Council to commence preparations for the commemoration of the fifteenth anniversary of the adoption of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, including through the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action. The Assembly further requested the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its seventy-first session a report on the implementation of this resolution.
Pursuant to paragraph 20 of General Assembly resolution 69/162, the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action discussed during its thirteenth session the parameters of the commemoration of the fifteenth anniversary of the adoption of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (DDPA) and recommended to the President of the Human Rights Council that in 2016, on the occasion of the fifteenth anniversary, the focus and the theme of the annual commemoration of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination be on the assessment of the implementation of the DDPA over the past 15 years, including identifying achievements, challenges and good practices.

It is therefore suggested that the theme of the event in 2016 be “Challenges and achievements of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action – 15 years after”. 
The Durban Declaration and Programme of Action provides a comprehensive United Nations framework and a solid foundation for combating racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance.

The event will take the form of a panel discussion with a focus on the implementation of the DDPA 15 years after its adoption. Experts involved in the DDPA process have been invited to share their views and experiences regarding the global fight against racism and racial discrimination, contribute to the assessment of the implementation of the DDPA and identify the challenges and achievements. The choice of participants is informed by the theme of the commemoration and takes into account the panellists’ experience, knowledge of the subject and contributions thereto.

II. 
Programme of the plenary debate
Chair    
H.E. Mr. Choi Kyonglim, President of the Human Rights Council

Opening statement
Ms. Kate Gilmore, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights
Panellists 

· Mr. Doudou Diène, Chair of the International Coalition of Sites of Conscience and former Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance
· Ms. Margarette May Macaulay, Commissioner, Rapporteur on the Rights of Women and Rapporteur on the Rights of Afro-descendants, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
· H.E. Mr. Abdul Samad Minty, Chair of the  Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of Complementary Standards and former Permanent Representative of South Africa to the United Nations Office and other International Organisations at Geneva
· Ms. Mireille Fanon Mendès-France, Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent

III.
Modalities of the plenary debate
The debate will be chaired by the President of the Human Rights Council. The opening addresses and presentations of panellists from the podium (up to 7 minutes each) will be followed by an interactive discussion, to be divided in two slots of 60 minutes each (45 minutes for comments and questions from the floor, followed by 15 minutes for comments and replies by panellists). States and observers are encouraged to intervene in the debate through questions and comments directly linked to the interventions of the panellists; they are also invited to identify challenges and achievements in the implementation of the DDPA and share examples of good practices. Speaking time for interventions by Members and observers will be limited to two minutes for all in order to allow a maximum of speakers to intervene. The interactive discussion will be followed by brief concluding remarks from the panellists.  
V.
Background documents 

· General Assembly resolution 70/140 entitled “A global call for concrete action for the total elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and the comprehensive implementation of and follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action” (adopted on 17 December 2015)
· Report of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action on its thirteenth session (A/HRC/31/75)
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