32nd session of the Human Rights Council
Panel discussion on taking stock of the contribution of parliaments to the work of the Human Rights Council and its universal periodic review, and identifying ways to enhance further that contribution
Concept note (as of 20 June 2016)

	Date and venue:
	Wednesday, 22 June 2016, 3:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Palais des Nations, Room XX, Geneva

(will be broadcast live and archived on http://webtv.un.org)

	Objectives:
	· To promote a better understanding of how national parliaments promote and protect human rights and strengthen the rule of law.  

· To take stock of parliaments’ current contributions to the work of the Human Rights Council and its universal periodic review (UPR), special procedures, and treaty bodies.

· To discuss how parliaments could increase their contribution to the work of the Human Rights Council and UPR, including through institutional measures.
· To identify how the Council could increase its input into parliamentary and Inter-Parliamentary Union’s work (IPU).

· To enhance mutual awareness and understanding of the work and functioning of the Human Rights Council and national parliaments.



	Chair: 
	H.E. Mr. Choi Kyonglim, President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statements:
	Ms. Kate Gilmore, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Mr. Martin Chungong, Secretary-General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union

	Moderator:
	H.E. Ms. Hala Hameed, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, 
Permanent Representative of Maldives to the United Nations Office and other International Organizations at Geneva

	Panellists:
	· Ms. Alexandra Ocles Padilla, Member of the National Assembly of Ecuador and President of the Parliamentary group for the rights of peoples and nationalities
· Mr. Hakim Benchamach, President of the Chambre des Conseillers of Morocco and Member of the Superior Council of Education and Vocational Training
· Mr. Neri J. Colmenares, Senior Deputy Minority Leader, Philippines House of Representatives
· Ms. Kareen Jabre, Director of the Division of Programmes at the Inter-Parliamentary Union
· Mr. Murray Hunt, Legal Adviser to the Joint Committee on Human Rights of the United Kingdom Parliament and Visiting Professor in Human Rights Law at the University of Oxford


	Outcome:
	The expected outcomes of this panel discussion are: 

· A better understanding of the work of parliaments on human rights and how that contributes to the Council’s own work; 

· An increased awareness of the practical and direct involvement of parliaments in the UPR and in the work of the special procedures and treaty bodies;

· The identification of specific and practical ways for the Council to promote parliamentary involvement in its work;

· The consideration of institutional frameworks that could help improve the contribution of parliaments to the work of the Council and of human rights mechanisms;

· The acceleration of progress towards a culture of prevention of violations of human rights;
OHCHR will prepare a summary report on the outcome of the panel discussion, which will be submitted to the Human Rights Council at its 35th session.


	Mandate: 
	On 1 October 2015, the Council adopted resolution 30/14 by which it decided to convene, at its 32nd session, on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the Human Rights Council, a panel discussion that would take stock of the contribution of parliaments to the work of the Council and the UPR, and identify ways to further enhance that contribution. 

The Human Rights Council requested the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to organize the panel discussion. The OHCHR was to liaise with and encourage the participation of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, States Members of the United Nations, relevant United Nations bodies and agencies, civil society, including non-governmental organizations, and national human rights institutions.

	Format: 
	Opening statements and initial presentations by the panellists (estimated to take up to 1 hour) will be followed by an interactive discussion. The list of speakers for the discussion will be established at the beginning of the discussion and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups will be moved to the beginning of the list. States and observers, including representatives of civil society, take the floor for a 2-minute intervention each (total 45 minutes), followed by 15 minutes for panellists to respond. A second round of interventions from the floor (45 minutes) will be followed by responses and concluding remarks from the panellists (15 minutes). To make the panel interactive, speakers are encouraged to focus their interventions on the themes that the panellists raise either by asking them questions or sharing relevant national experience. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Background:
	As law-makers, parliaments help design the national legal framework that enables human rights to be promoted and protected at national level. In this way, parliaments contribute to the implementation of recommendations of the Human Rights Council and its mechanisms, including the UPR, as well as treaty bodies. Parliaments’ oversight function gives them a central role to identify and address possible violations of human rights. Parliaments also ensure that sufficient funding is allocated to allow for the effective implementation of human rights norms and standards.   

By taking on these responsibilities effectively, parliaments have a crucial role in helping to fulfil the United Nations Secretary-General’s ambition of moving the international community from a pattern of reaction to a culture of prevention of violations of human rights: of ensuring that human rights are “up front”.

In 2012 and again in 2014, the United Nations General Assembly underscored the importance of cooperation and interaction on human rights issues between the United Nations,- in particular the Human Rights Council-, national parliaments and the Inter-Parliamentary Union (See General Assembly resolutions 66/261 of 29 May 2012 and 68/272 of 19 May 2014) 
In order to improve that cooperation and interaction, in its resolution 22/15 of 21 March 2013, the Human Rights Council, convened, at its 23rd session, a panel discussion on the contribution of parliaments to the work of the Human Rights Council and its universal periodic review
. Much of Human Rights Council’s work and many of the UPR recommendations require parliamentary involvement, including by passing laws, ratifying international human rights instruments and overseeing government’s action to implement them, The participants at that meeting concurred that parliaments and the Human Rights Council had much to gain from closer cooperation. Participants therefore recommended that: 
· Members of parliament should be made more aware of the  existence of the Human Rights Council and the UPR and the need for parliamentarians to be more involved in the Council’s work; 

· Members of parliaments should be more and better involved in the three different stages of the UPR; 

· The Human Rights Council should adopt more specific steps to engage with parliaments and to take their work into account.

The Council subsequently adopted resolution 26/29 of 27 June 2014 which encouraged states to promote the involvement of parliaments at all stages of the UPR process, and encouraged all relevant stakeholders to promote and enhance cooperation between their national parliaments, national human rights institutions and civil society in the promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms.

The Human Rights Council also welcomed the series of regional seminars entitled “Translating international human rights commitments into national realities: The contribution of parliaments to the work of the United Nations Human Rights Council”. The Council congratulated the organizers of the seminars – the IPU, a number of national parliaments and the OHCHR, for their efforts.  

Four regional seminars have thus far been held. They brought together hundreds of parliamentarians in order to familiarize them with the Council’s work and mechanisms’, in particular the UPR, and to exchange good examples of how parliaments have been involved in that work. The seminars highlighted that parliaments were increasingly participating and taking an active interest in the work of the Council and the UPR. Such an involvement was due, in part, to the national consultation processes in various countries. At the same time, the seminars underscored that parliaments which were less familiar with the work of the Council and/or the UPR were generally keen to make a meaningful contribution. The four regional seminars culminated in a side event held at the June 2015 session of the Human Rights Council during which some of the good examples mentioned during the regional meetings were showcased.



	Background documents:
	Human Rights Council resolution 30/14 (1 October 2015). Contribution of parliaments to the work of the Human Rights Council and its universal periodic review

A/HRC/26/CRP.1 (May 2014). Summary of the Human Rights Council panel discussion on the contribution of parliaments to the work of the Human Rights Council and its universal periodic review
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