32nd session of the Human Rights Council
Panel discussion on the possibility of using sport and the Olympic ideal to promote human rights for all, including persons with disabilities
Concept note (as of 20 June 2016)
	Date and venue:
	Tuesday, 28 June 2016, 3.30 to 6.30 p.m.
Palais des Nations, Room XX, Geneva

(will be broadcast live and archived on http://webtv.un.org)

	Objectives:
	Human rights and sport have become increasingly intertwined, as sport has significant potential to impact human rights. The panel discussion will offer an opportunity to identify challenges and good practices, with a focus on: 

· The role of sport in promoting human rights;

· How sport can further non-discrimination in society;

· How major sporting events can be used to promote awareness, understanding and the application of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 
· Practical examples on how to combine sports and human rights. 

	Chair: 
	H.E. Mr. Choi Kyonglim, President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statement: 
	Mr. Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

	Panellists:
	· Ms. Miki Matheson, Project Manager at the Nippon Foundation Paralympic Support Center and three-time Paralympic gold medallist in ice sledge speed racing
· Ms. Tania Braga, Head of Sustainability, Accessibility and Legacy at the Rio 2016 Organizing Committee for the Olympic Games
· Mr. Andrey Strokin, Secretary General of the Russian Paralympic Committee and five-time Paralympic gold medallist in swimming
· Ms. Stavroula Kozompoli, IOC Marketing Commission Member and Olympic silver medallist in water polo
· Mr. John Morrison, Executive Director of the Institute for Human Rights and Business 

	Outcome:
	This thematic discussion is expected to enable States and other relevant stakeholders to gain a better understanding of the issues reflected in resolution 31/23 in order to further the Council’s engagement in this area.

	Mandate: 
	In its resolution 31/23, the Human Rights Council decided to convene a panel discussion at its thirty-second session on the possibility of using sport and the Olympic ideal to promote human rights for all, including persons with disabilities.

	Format: 
	Opening statements and initial presentations by the panellists (estimated to take up to 1 hour) will be followed by an interactive discussion. The list of speakers for the discussion will be established at the beginning of the panel and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups will be moved to the beginning of the list. States and observers, including representatives of civil society, take the floor for a 2-minute intervention each (total 45 minutes), followed by responses from panellists (15 minutes). A second round of interventions from the floor (45 minutes) will be followed by responses and concluding remarks from the panellists (15 minutes). To make the panel interactive, speakers are encouraged to focus their interventions on the themes of the panellists either by asking questions to the panellists or sharing relevant national experience. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Accessibility for persons with disabilities:
	In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to promote their full participation in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, the panel will be made accessible to persons with disabilities. During the debate, international sign interpretation and real-time captioning will be provided and webcasted. In Room XX, four seats are reserved for participants with disabilities in the last (seventh) row. Hearing loops are available for collection from the Accessibility Focal Point at the secretariat desk in Room XX. Oral statements can be embossed in Braille from any of the six official United Nations languages by following the procedure described in the Accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities 
(available at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/AboutCouncil.aspx). 


	Background:
	The General Assembly has recognized the valuable contribution of sport in promoting education, development, peace, cooperation, solidarity, fairness, social inclusion and health at the local, regional and international levels, and has noted that, as declared in the 2005 World Summit Outcome, sports can contribute to an atmosphere of tolerance and understanding among peoples and nations. At the same time the Human Rights Council has considered the issue of sports and human rights in particular in its resolutions 13/27 of 26 March 2010, 18/23 of 30 September 2011, 24/1 of 26 September 2013, 26/18 of 26 June 2014 and 27/8 of 25 September 2014. 

The Human Rights Council Advisory Committee submitted in 2015 its report on the possibilities of using sport and the Olympic ideal to promote human rights for all and to strengthen universal respect for them. The report stresses, among others, the fundamental role of sport in educating children and young people, the value of sport in combatting all forms of discrimination and the role sporting events can play in promoting human rights. 
The developments in the Human Rights Council are mirrored by a strengthening of human rights obligations in the sport’s world, as reflected, for example, [OR notably] in the report “For the Game. For the World” prepared by Harvard Professor John Ruggie for FIFA and the UNESCO report on racism and discrimination in international football.

	Background documents:
	Human Rights Council resolution 31/23 (24 March 2016), “Promoting human rights through sport and the Olympic ideal”.
Human Rights Council Advisory Committee, Final report on the possibilities of using sport and the Olympic ideal to promote human rights for all and to strengthen universal respect for them (2015) (A/HRC/30/50).
Ruggie, John G., “For the Game. For the World.” FIFA and Human Rights. Corporate Responsibility Initiative Report No. 68. (2016), Cambridge, MA: Harvard Kennedy School.
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Colour? What Colour? Report on the fight against discrimination and racism in football (Paris, 2015).
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