34th session of the Human Rights Council
Annual high-level panel discussion on human rights mainstreaming

Theme: The contribution of human rights to peacebuilding through 
the enhancement of dialogue and international cooperation 
for the promotion of human rights
Concept note (as of 24 February 2017)
	Date and venue:
	Monday, 27 February 2017, 3-6 p.m., Palais des Nations, Room XX, Geneva 
(will be broadcast live and archived on http://webtv.un.org)

	Objective:
	Violations and abuses of human rights are at the core of almost all armed conflicts that confront the world today. A complex web of violations and abuses of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights is often both a symptom and a root cause of violent/armed conflict. As societies are coming to terms with their violent past, (re-)building peace requires restoring confidence between the people and the State, and amongst the people themselves. Human rights provide a sound basis for building that trust.

In the parallel resolutions on the review of the United Nations peacebuilding architecture adopted in April 2016 (2282 (2016) and 70/262), the Security Council and the General Assembly have respectively reaffirmed their commitment to peacebuilding, understood as an inherently political process aimed at preventing the outbreak, escalation, recurrence or continuation of conflict. In line with the three-pillar approach reaffirmed by the resolutions, and building on the core principles set out in the Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, international human rights standards offer a global transversal normative framework essential to prevent and address conflicts, whilst recognizing that the specific realization of human rights may vary across contexts. Taking into account that peacebuilding requires country-tailored strategies based on principles of national ownership, leadership and inclusivity, embedding our collective peacebuilding efforts within a framework of internationally-recognized human rights norms contributes to their effectiveness and long-term sustainability. 
The panel will explore how the mainstreaming of human rights into the peacebuilding work of the United Nations system at the global, regional and national level, including through United Nations human rights mechanisms, can increase the effectiveness and durability of those efforts in the context of the recent review of the United Nations peacebuilding architecture, alongside with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and how enhancing dialogue and international cooperation for the promotion of human rights can contribute to the United Nations peacebuilding efforts.
The debate will be guided by the following questions:

1. How can the outcome of the review of the United Nations peacebuilding architecture help to bring the three pillars of the United Nations closer together to strengthen the coherence of the work of the United Nations to prevent lapse and re-lapse into conflict, and what concrete recommendations can be made in that regard?
2. What is the contribution of human rights to the peacebuilding agenda? 

3. How can enhancing dialogue and international cooperation for the promotion of human rights contribute to peacebuilding efforts, whilst respecting sovereignty and ownership of the countries concerned?
4. How can the United Nations human rights mechanisms, including the Human Rights Council with the universal periodic review, contribute to ensuring the increased incorporation of human rights issues in conflict analysis and peacebuilding and what specific steps can be taken to this end?
5. How human rights help advance and bind together the 2030 Agenda and the peacebuilding agenda?


	Chair:
	H.E. Mr. Joaquín Alexander Maza Martelli, President of the Human Rights Council


	Opening statements: 
	H.E. Mr. Peter Thomson, President of the 71st session of the General Assembly

Mr. Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 


	Moderator:


	Ms. Kate Gilmore, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights 


	Panellists:

	Ms. Helen Clark, Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
Mr. Oscar Fernandez-Taranco, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacebuilding Support
Her Excellency Ms. Yvette Stevens, Permanent Representative of Sierra Leone to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva
Mr. Jean Ziegler, Member of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee
Ms. Julienne Lusenge, President of Fonds pour les Femmes Congolaises (FFC) and Founder and Chair of the Board of Solidarité Féminine pour la Paix et le Développement Intégral (SOFEPADI), Democratic Republic of the Congo

	Outcome:
	The event is aimed at highlighting the importance of addressing human rights concerns and applying a human rights framework to any peacebuilding initiative as an essential ingredient of its effectiveness and sustainability in the long term. The panel discussion will help to generate practical ideas and recommendations on how to best mainstream human rights into the United Nations peacebuilding work, including by looking at the commonalities between human rights, peacebuilding and sustainable development. The event will also provide an opportunity for discussing the role of the Human Rights Council and other human rights mechanisms in light of the new peacebuilding framework following the adoption of parallel resolutions on the review of the United Nations peacebuilding architecture in April 2016 (Security Council resolution 2282 (2016) and General Assembly resolution 70/262). The panel will look at the contribution they can make to peacebuilding efforts through enhancing dialogue and international cooperation for the promotion of human rights.


	Mandate:
	In paragraph 42 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 16/21, the Council decided to hold an annual high-level panel discussion to interact with heads of governing bodies and secretariats of United Nations agencies and funds within their respective mandates on specific human rights themes, with the objective of promoting the mainstreaming of human rights throughout the United Nations system. Following consultations with Member States it was decided that in 2017 the panel would focus on the theme “The contribution of human rights to peacebuilding through the enhancement of dialogue and international cooperation for the promotion of human rights”.


	Format:
	Opening statements and initial presentations by the panelists (estimated to take up 1 hour) will be followed by an interactive discussion. The list of speakers for the discussion will be established at the beginning of the panel and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups will be moved to the beginning of the list. States and observers, including representatives of civil society, take the floor for a 2-minute intervention each (total 45 minutes), followed by responses from panelists (15 minutes). A second round of interventions from the floor (45 minutes) will be followed by responses and concluding remarks from the panelists (15 minutes). To make the panel interactive, speakers are encouraged to focus their interventions on the themes of the panelists either by asking questions to the panelists or sharing relevant national experience. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).


	Background:
	The year 2015 saw a series of important United Nations high-level reviews on peace and security issues which all concluded that the United Nations needs to rethink how it anticipates and responds to conflict. 
To date, human rights and peacebuilding have at times been considered in isolation from one another or even been perceived as contradictory, especially in the context of a (narrowly conceived) peace versus justice debate. Yet, the parallel resolutions on the review of the United Nations peacebuilding architecture have reaffirmed the interlinkages and mutually reinforcing aspects of development, peace and security and human rights, as set out in the Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The resolutions further encourage Member States participating in the universal periodic review process of the Human Rights Council to “consider the human rights dimensions of peacebuilding, as appropriate”.
The resolutions on the review of the peacebuilding architecture go into detail as to what peacebuilding entails. They recognize that a comprehensive approach to peacebuilding requires the strengthening of the rule of law at the international and national levels, and promoting sustained and sustainable economic growth, poverty eradication, social development, sustainable development, national reconciliation and unity, through various means including inclusive dialogue and mediation, access to justice and transitional justice, accountability, good governance, democracy, accountable institutions, gender equality and respect for, and protection of, human rights and fundamental freedoms. As human rights violations and abuses are often simultaneously causes and symptoms of violent conflict, peacebuilding initiatives are better equipped to address the root causes of a specific conflict and to identify peacebuilding priorities when using a human rights framework in analysis and design of peacebuilding activities.
It is also acknowledged that human rights provide the normative and legislative framework for establishing strong, professional and accountable state institutions, including security and rule of law institutions that are the cement that bonds the State and its citizens. This framework can also provide an avenue for accountability and reconciliation including through a comprehensive approach to transitional justice. Peacebuilding efforts can be supported by enhancing dialogue and international cooperation for the promotion of human rights. In developing and carrying out these efforts, the international community must respect the sovereignty and ownership of the countries concerned and provide constructive efforts in the light of their needs. It is essential to respect the principle of national ownership by the host country and the primary responsibility of national Governments and authorities in identifying, driving and directing priorities, strategies and activities for peacebuilding. Equally, inclusivity is key to advancing national peacebuilding processes and objectives in order to ensure that the needs of all segments of society are taken into account.
Whilst human rights and peacebuilding approaches can differ in their methods and roles, they pursue the same overall objective – to establish a just and sustainable peace. In doing so, they share similar principles, such as non-discrimination, participation, dialogue and cooperation. Discrimination and inequalities, particularly horizontal inequalities among ethnic, religious and other population groups, can be powerful drivers of human rights violations. Peacebuilding shares the vision of the need to address social exclusion and rectify unequal balance of power. This also speaks to the 2030 Agenda and the ‘leave no one behind’ principle. Participation and inclusiveness, including of civil society organizations, national human rights institutions and minority groups, have become core elements of human rights and peacebuilding approaches. They ensure that national stakeholders have genuine national ownership and control over processes, and help to create broad-based political will for building peace.
Whilst human rights are universal as they derive from human dignity and codified into globally accepted international instruments, they have to be integrated at domestic and local level to be meaningful to the people they aim to protect. Grounding human rights locally contributes to the development of mechanisms within state structures to deal with people’s claims thereby limiting the risk of and recourse to violence. Promoting respect for human rights therefore enhances state capacity to engage in dialogue, cooperation and decision-making, that is relevant from a peacebuilding perspective. 
The human rights information, analysis and recommendations relevant to peacebuilding can be generated from a wide range of sources from the human rights mechanisms, including the universal periodic review, human rights treaty bodies and special procedures. Different types of human rights activities can feed into peacebuilding processes, including human rights monitoring and reporting, and capacity building.

	Background documents:
	· Security Council resolution 2282 (2016) of 27 April 2016 and General Assembly resolution 70/262 of 27 April 2016 on the review of the United Nations peacebuilding architecture
· Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015
· Report of the Secretary-General’s Advisory Group of Experts on the 2015 Review of the United Nations Peacebuilding Architecture (2015)
· Human Rights Council resolution 33/19 of 30 September 2016 on human rights and transitional justice 
· Early warning and economic, social and cultural rights. Report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (2016) 
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