35th regular session of the Human Rights Council

Panel discussion on unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents and human rights

Concept note (as of 8 June 2017)
	Date and venue:
	9 June 2017, 3 - 6 p.m., Room XX, Palais des Nations, Room XX, Geneva

(will be broadcast live and archived on http://webtv.un.org)

	Objectives:
	This panel discussion will address the human rights of unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents, and will aim to:

(a) Identify challenges and best practices by countries of origin, transit and destination on the protection of the human rights of unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents;
(b) Suggest possible joint efforts at all levels to protect the human rights of unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents;
(c) Provide suggestions on concrete ways to include the human rights of unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents within the Global Compact for safe, orderly and regular migration.

	Chair: 
	H.E. Mr. Joaquín Maza Martelli, President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statement: 
	Mr. Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

	Moderator: 
	Ms. Peggy Hicks, Director of the Thematic Engagement, Special Procedures and Right to Development Division, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

	Panellists:
	· Mr. Benyam Dawit Mezmur, Member, Committee on the Rights of the Child
· Ms. Cristiana Carletti, Associate Professor of International Law, University of Roma Tre 
· Mr. Obiora Chinedu Okafor, Member, Human Rights Council Advisory Committee 
· Mr. Lucio Melandri, Senior Emergency Advisor, United Nations Children’s Fund 
· Mr. Gholamreza Hassanpour, unaccompanied migrant youth 
assisted by Ms. Katerina Giannikopoulou, Social Worker, Greek Council for Refugees 

	Outcome:
	The panel will allow for an exchange of views, challenges, best practices and joint efforts by countries of origin, transit and destination on the protection of the human rights of unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents. The panel discussion will provide an opportunity for Member States of the Human Rights Council to consider and recommend concrete ways to include the human rights of unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents within the global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration. A report on the panel discussion in the form of a summary will be prepared by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and posted on the OHCHR website.

	Mandate: 
	In its resolution 33/7 the Human Rights Council decided to convene at its thirty-fifth session a panel discussion on the theme, “Unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents and human rights”, the objective of which will be to identify challenges and best practices by countries of origin, transit and destination, and possible joint efforts at all levels to protect the human rights of unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents, and requested the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to liaise with States and all stakeholders, including relevant United Nations bodies, agencies, funds and programmes, treaty bodies, special procedures of the Human Rights Council, national human rights institutions and civil society, with a view to facilitating their participation in the panel discussion (paragraph 5). Furthermore, the Council further requested the High Commissioner to prepare a report on the panel discussion in the form of a summary for submission at its thirty-sixth session (paragraph 6).

	Format: 
	The OHCHR opening statement and initial presentations by the panellists, the latter guided by the moderator, will be followed by an interactive discussion with States and observers intervening from the floor. The list of speakers for the discussion will be established at the beginning of the panel and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups will be moved to the beginning of the list. States and observers, including representatives of civil society, will take the floor for a 2-minute intervention each (total 45 minutes), followed by responses from panellists (15 minutes). A second round of interventions from the floor (45 minutes) will be followed by responses and concluding remarks from the panellists and the moderator (15 minutes). 

To make the panel interactive, speakers are encouraged to focus their interventions on the themes of the panellists either by asking the panellists questions or sharing concrete examples and relevant national experience. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Background:
	Migrant children and adolescents, in particular those who are unaccompanied or separated from their families, can be at heightened risk of human rights violations at various points in their migratory journey in countries of origin, transit and destination. During their journey, children may be exposed to crimes and human rights abuses, including theft, kidnapping, extortion, denial of access to health, education, food, water and housing, violence and physical abuse, forced labour as well as sexual exploitation and abuse. In its resolution 33/7, the Human Rights Council expressed deep concern in this regard, and highlighted the fact that the protection and assistance needs of many unaccompanied migrant children, often including their most basic needs, have not yet been met.
The drivers for such movements are multiple and intertwined and may include extreme poverty, lack of access to fundamental human rights such as education, health and decent work, the search for family reunification, the death of one or both parents, the consequences of climate change, natural disaster, and environmental degradation, all forms of violence and lack of personal safety.

In the landmark New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants adopted in September 2016, Member States recognized the special needs of migrants in vulnerable situations, including children, especially those who are unaccompanied and separated from their families, and committed to protect their human rights and fundamental freedoms, regardless of their status, giving primary consideration at all times to the best interests of the child. Furthermore, Members States made a number of concrete commitments on human rights issues related to unaccompanied children and those separated from their families, including to refer their care to the relevant national child protection authorities and other relevant authorities; to provide for basic health, education and psychosocial development; to ensure the registration of all births on their territories; to ensure that all children are receiving education within a few months of arrival; to prioritize budgetary provision to facilitate access to education after arrival; and to strive to provide them with a nurturing environment for the full realization of their rights and capabilities. In addition, Member States committed to comply with the obligations set out under the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

In the New York Declaration, Member States agreed to develop a global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration in 2018, which will set out principles and commitments regarding international migration in all its dimensions. The resolution establishing the modalities of the process invites Member States to also take into consideration, in the consultation phase, their perspectives with regard to the complex interrelationship between migration and all human rights, gender equality, the needs of migrants in vulnerable situations, and perspectives involving migrant children and youth, including unaccompanied migrant children, in order to promote a comprehensive understanding of international cooperation and migration governance in all its dimensions.

	Background documents:
	· Human Rights Council resolutions on the protection of the human rights of migrants, in particular resolution 29/12 of 2 July 2015 and 33/7 of 29 September 2016
· General Assembly resolutions 69/187 of 18 December 2014, entitled “Migrant children and adolescents”, 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, 71/1 of 19 September 2016, entitled “New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants”, and 71/28 of 6 April 2017, entitled “Modalities for the intergovernmental negotiations of the global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration”
· Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Principles and practical guidance on the protection of the human rights of migrants in vulnerable situations (2017) (A/HRC/34/31 and A/HRC/34/CRP.1)
· Progress report of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee on the global issue of unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents and human rights (2016) (A/HRC/33/53)
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