
41st session of the Human Rights Council
Annual full-day discussion on the human rights of women

Panel 2: The rights of older women and their economic empowerment
Concept note (as of 25 June 2019)
	Date and venue:
	28 June 2019, 9 - 11 a.m., Palais des Nations, Room XX, Geneva 
(will be broadcast live and archived on http://webtv.un.org)

	Objectives:
	To discuss the importance of protecting and promoting the rights of older women and eliminating gender-based discrimination throughout the life-course, as a means to benefit all women and girls in their enjoyment of human rights. United Nations human rights mechanisms have been increasingly addressing the rights of older persons since 2010. Nevertheless, national policies and research elaborating on the rights of older women remain scarce. This will be an opportunity for States, United Nations entities, civil society and other stakeholders to advance the discussion on the rights of older women, with focus on their economic empowerment.

	Chair: 
	H.E. Ms. Vesna Batistić Kos, Vice-President and Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statement: 
	Ms. Michelle Bachelet, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

	Moderator:
	Ms. Mónica Ferro, Director, United Nations Population Fund Office in Geneva

	Panellists:
	· Ms. Idah Nambeya, Senior Advisor to Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign, Stephen Lewis Foundation (Zambia) 
Older women’s contribution to the society and challenges they face: reality on the ground
· Mr. Andrew Byrnes, Professor of International Law, University of New South Wales (Australia)
The rights of older women under international human rights standards and in the work of the United Nations human rights mechanisms 
· Ms. Marion Bethel, Member of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (Bahamas) 
A life-cycle approach for the promotion and protection of the rights of older women

	Outcome:
	A summary report on the discussion will be prepared by OHCHR.

	Mandate: 
	In its resolution 6/30, the Human Rights Council reaffirmed the principle of gender equality and the need for the full implementation of the human rights of women and decided to hold an annual full-day discussion on the human rights of women. The second panel of the 2019 annual discussion will address the rights of older women.

	Format: 
	The total duration of the annual full-day discussion on the human rights of women will be four hours, divided into two panels of two hours each. 
At this panel, the opening statement and initial presentations by the panellists, the latter guided by the moderator, will be followed by an interactive discussion divided into two slots and chaired by the Vice-President of the Human Rights Council. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for the podium, including the opening statement, moderator’s introduction, panellists’ presentations, their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for interventions from the floor, divided into two slots, for States and observers (2x12), national human rights institutions (2x1) and non-governmental organizations (2x2). 
The list of speakers for the discussion will be established at the beginning of the panel and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups will be moved to the beginning of the list. Each speaker will have two minutes to raise issues and to ask panellists questions. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Background:
	While the world is witnessing unprecedented number of youth, population aged 65 and over is growing faster than all younger age groups across the world, due to lower fertility rate and higher life expectancy. By 2050, one in six people in the world will be over age 65 (16 per cent), up from one in 11 in 2019 (9 per cent). In 2018, for the first time in history, persons aged 65 or above outnumbered children under five years of age. The number of persons aged 80 years or over is projected to triple, from 143 million in 2019 to 426 million in 2050.

Women have a higher risk of ending up in poverty in older age due to gender-based and multiple discrimination faced by them throughout their life-course, including in the rights to education, work and social security. Increase in need for care for older persons poses burdens on both older and younger women. Patriarchal gender stereotypes and gender norms pose disproportionate burden of unpaid care and domestic work on women. Older women are often taking care of younger members of the family, including grandchildren who lost their parents or whose parents migrated to earn income, often without much support. They may be also caring for older family members, including their husbands, parents and other relatives. Younger women may face double burden of child and older care that hinder their access to education, gainful employment or income, leading to poverty in older age. Ageing society may also erode traditional social safety net that older women used to rely on, such as support traditionally provided by younger members of the family and the community. 
At the same time, older women make a significant contribution to the society and economy, including through paid work, unpaid care and domestic work and voluntary work. With longer life expectancy, older women remain socially and economically active for longer period of their life. Nevertheless, older women’s contributions are often made invisible and they are seen as economic burden. Austerity measures and fiscal policies tend to undermine social protection systems that enable older women to maintain their autonomous life, well-being and their contribution.
Over the past decade, there has been increasing attention to the rights of older persons in the United Nations human rights mechanisms and other bodies. In 2010, the General Assembly established the Open-ended Working Group on Ageing (resolutions 65/182 and 67/139) with a mandate to strengthen the protection of human rights of older persons by considering the existing international framework and identifying possible gaps and how best to address them, including considering proposals for an international legal instrument. In the same year, the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women adopted its general recommendation No. 27 on older women and protection of their human rights. In 2013, the Human Rights Council established the mandate of the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons (resolution 24/20). In April 2014, the Human Rights Council held the Social Forum focusing on the rights of older persons (resolution 24/25). 
Strengthening the protection of the human rights of older women in economic spheres, including through elimination of gender-based discrimination throughout the life course, would contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 1 (no poverty), 4 (education), 5 (gender equality), 8 (decent work and economic growth) and 10 (reduced inequalities), among others. The panel discussion will contribute to further the discussion on the rights of older persons by elaborating on the implication of the protection of human rights for older women. 

	Background documents:

	· Human Rights Council resolution 6/30 (14 December 2007) on integrating the human rights of women throughout the United Nations system
· Human Rights Council resolution 24/20 (27 September 2013) on the human rights of older persons
· General Assembly resolution 65/182 (21 December 2010) on the follow-up to the Second World Assembly on Ageing and resolution 67/139 (20 December 2012)
· Report of the 2014 Social Forum (Geneva, 1-3 April 2014)
· Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, general recommendation No. 27 (2010) on older women and protection of their human rights
· Report of the Working Group on the issue of discrimination against women in law and in practice: eliminating discrimination against women in economic and social life with a focus on economic crisis (A/HRC/26/39), 2014
· Report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to ECOSOC (E/2012/51) on the human rights of older persons, 2012
· Comprehensive report of the Independent Expert on human rights of older persons (A/HRC/33/44), 2016, and the thematic report on social exclusion (A/HRC/39/50), 2018.


� � HYPERLINK "https://population.un.org/wpp/Publications/Files/WPP2019_10KeyFindings.pdf" �https://population.un.org/wpp/Publications/Files/WPP2019_10KeyFindings.pdf� 
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