42nd session of the Human Rights Council
Annual half-day panel discussion on the rights of indigenous peoples
Theme: Promotion and preservation of indigenous languages
Concept note (as of 17 September 2019)
	Date and venue:
	18 September 2019, 4 to 6 p.m., Palais des Nations, Room XX, Geneva 
(will be broadcast live and archived on http://webtv.un.org)

	Objectives: 
	The panel discussion aims: 
· To identify good practices and challenges in the promotion and preservation of indigenous languages;
· To propose measures to ensure the promotion and preservation of indigenous languages;
· To examine the links between indigenous peoples’ rights relating to languages and cultures and other rights, including the right to education;
· To take stock of the International Year of Indigenous Languages.

	Chair:
	H.E. Mr. Carlos Mario Foradori, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statement: 
	Ms. Mona Rishmawi, Chief of the Rule of Law, Equality and Non-Discrimination Branch, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

	Moderator:
	Ms. Kristen Carpenter, Chair-Rapporteur of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and Member of the Steering Committee of the International Year of Indigenous Languages

	Panellists:
	· H.E. Mr. Ken Wyatt, Minister for Indigenous Australians (Australia)
· Mr. Lahoucine Amouzay, Researcher, Royal Institute of the Amazigh Culture (Morocco)
· Ms. Irmgarda Kasinskaite, Programme Specialist, Knowledge Societies Division, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

	Outcome:
	A summary report on the discussion will be prepared by OHCHR and submitted to the Council prior to its 44th session.

	Mandate:
	The Human Rights Council decided to hold an annual half-day panel discussion on the rights of indigenous peoples in its resolution 18/8 of 29 September 2011. The theme of this year’s discussion is mandated by Council resolution 39/13 of 28 September 2018.

	Format:
	The panel discussion will be limited to two hours. The opening statement and initial presentations by the panellists, the latter guided by the moderator, will be followed by an interactive discussion divided into two slots and chaired by the Vice-President of the Human Rights Council. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for the podium, including the opening statement, moderator’s introduction and panellists’ presentations, their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for two slots of interventions from the floor, for States and observers (2x12), national human rights institutions (2x1) and non-governmental organizations (2x2). 

The list of speakers for the discussion will be established at the beginning of the panel and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups of States will be moved to the beginning of the list. Each speaker will have two minutes to raise issues and to ask panellists questions. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Accessibility for persons with disabilities:
	In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to promote their full participation in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, the event will be made fully accessible. During the debate, international sign interpretation and real-time captioning in English will be provided and webcasted. In Room XX, four seats are reserved for participants using wheelchairs, in the seventh (last) row. Hearing loops are available for collection from the Accessibility focal point at the Secretariat desk. Oral statements may be embossed in Braille from any of the six official languages of the United Nations, upon request and following the procedure described in the “Accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities” (available at https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/Accessibility.aspx).

	Background:

	Indigenous peoples’ rights relating to languages are enshrined in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. These include the right to revitalize, use, develop and transmit to future generations their languages, histories, oral traditions, philosophies, writing systems and literatures (article 13); the right to understand and be understood in political, legal and administrative proceedings (article 13); the right to education in their own languages (article 14); and the right to establish media in their own languages (article 16).
In its resolution 71/178, the General Assembly proclaimed 2019 the International Year of Indigenous Languages to draw attention to the critical loss of indigenous languages and the urgent need to preserve, revitalize and promote indigenous languages and to take further urgent steps at the national and international levels. 

The Human Rights Council welcomed the proclamation of the International Year and encouraged academic institutions, indigenous peoples’ institutions and representatives, as well as UNESCO as the lead agency for the International Year, to participate actively in the organization and implementation of the activities relating to the Year and to uphold the spirit of the Year by taking measures to draw attention to the critical loss of indigenous languages and the need to preserve, revitalize and promote them (Council resolutions 36/14 and 39/13). The present panel will be held in this spirit, as one of the Council’s contributions to the International Year.


Study of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples on the role of languages and culture in the promotion and protection of the rights and identity of indigenous peoples
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