UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS SPECIAL PROCEDURES
SPECIAL RAPPORTEURS, INDEPENDENT EXPERTS & WORKING GROUPS
Mandate of the independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons

Call for inputs: Violence, Abuse and Neglect against older persons.
1. Legal Policy and institution Frameworks: is there a non-discrimination law that prohibits discrimination based on age? Is there a legislation on violence against persons and/or domestic violence, abuse, and neglect of older persons? Does the law establish a specialised independent body receiving complaints of discrimination based on age? Is there a national plan, policy or strategy to address violence against older persons, that is overseen by a national mechanism to monitor and implement it? Please provide detailed information and relevant documents, if possible 
The Constitution of United Republic of Tanzania (1977) and its amendments of 1984 do provide for the rights of every individual including older persons. Article 14, 15 and 16 of the constitution of United Republic of Tanzania states that; (14) Every person has the right to live and to the protection of his life by the society in accordance with the law.   (15) 1, Every person has the right to freedom and to live as a free person. (2) For the purposes of preserving individual freedom and the right to live as a free person, no person shall be arrested, imprisoned, confined, detained, deported or otherwise be deprived of his freedom (16) Every person is entitled to respect and protection of his person,  privacy and personal security,  privacy of his own person, his family and of his matrimonial life, and respect and protection of his residence and private communications. 
The National Ageing Policy (2003) stipulates clearly what are the older persons rights and their entitlements that includes but not limited to, access to health care, social services, representation, and inclusivity in social service provision. The government in collaboration with stakeholder developed a Tanzania National Strategy to Eradicate Killings of Older Persons on Witchcraft allegations (1999 -2023); the strategy highlights  the root causes of the older people’s killings’, associated violences and what should be the mitigative measures. Subsequently, there is also a National Plan of Action Against Violence for Women and Children (NPA -VAW). The plan does not directly state on older women, but the strategy is covering women of all ages. The Ministry of Community Development, Gender Women and Special Group (MCDGSG) is the one in charge of overseeing the implementation of the policy and those strategies.  
2. Manifestation of Violence: what forms of violence, abuse and neglect are older persons facing? In which settings does it happen? Please provide detailed information.
Older persons are facing different forms of Violence Abuse and Neglect (VAN) that ranges from killings, physical harm, emotional or psychological, neglect, financial exploitation, denial of their social and health rights and freedom, from free expressions of their feelings and needs, sexual harassment, and other systemic abuse to include, but not limited to abusive language, unwelcoming statements, and neglect.  Most of the time, these violences do happens in their home stings that involves family members and other community members they normally live with. In case of accusation of witchcraft older persons are in most cases subject to forced evacuation in their land and be forced to go and live away from her/his homestead. In most cases witchcraft allegations targeting older persons are used as means to justify the evil plan against them. Mostly those who accuse them of witchcrafts, they have their hidden agenda behind, which might be related to either social or economic gain. In such a situation an older persons may be a victim of circumstances considered as an obstacle to realize their desired goal.
3. Intersectionality: how does violence, abuse and neglect affect specific groups of older persons (e.g older women, older LGBTI persons, older persons belonging to ethnic indigenous groups, older refugees and internally displaced persons, older persons with disabilities, etc) please provide detailed information
Older Persons in Tanzania are among the most vulnerable groups whose fundamental rights (i.e., right to life, access to social services, civil participation, and dignity) are denied due to social norms, stigma, community negative perceptions, harmful traditional practices, ageism, and discrimination. Older persons are regarded as a group whose role and contribution in the society is almost nil. They are considered as a burden to the community and therefore would be good to get rid of them.  The level of ageism, neglect and abuse is therefore high because of the negative altitude society do have regarding older persons. The adverse treatment of older women is manifested from the negative suggestion that regard women as subject of treasure in society. As thus her role is merely housekeeping, caring for children/ grandchildren and not to own properties,  acquire modelling role positions like leadership etc.  When on any circumstances a women appear or become disabled it become even worse. As thus she wont even be able to support on her own because very rarely, she would become married and get children who may at her older age be able to support her.
4. Data: are data available at national and local level about violence, abuse and neglect of older persons? Are national surveys about violence including experience of older persons? If available, please provide figures and data.
Data on violence abuse and neglect (VAN) for older persons is the major challenge. There is no data collected specifically for older persons related VAN incidences. This is also intensified by the country’s statistical law which requires that all violence, sexual and abuses cases be first reported to the police for approval before they are made public. Under the same law it is only the police that has a mandate to collect and report incidence of criminal such as killings and physical harm. So, the data are only available under the police force headquarter permission. And in most cases their authenticity is also questionable, due to the fact that  it is only accessible at the police headquarter, where the lower level Police unit may decide not to report the crime to the head office because of its low intensity, the low social esteem of the subject or for the fear to report many incidence from their location for the interpretation that they are not doing their job. 
5. Access to Justice: how does the state fulfil its obligations to ensure older person’s access justice, and to obtain remedies and reparations, when their human rights have been violated as result of violence, abuse, and neglect?
Older persons have no special considerations when accessing or in the process of obtaining justice remedies and reparations when their human rights are violated. Our judicial system does not have special considerations for special groups such as people with disability and the elderly. Only children under the age of 18 are the only group with special judicial consideration. Even though older persons are among the special category that need legal assistance in many ways including language interpretations, legal process, special hearing process/ procedures and advocate; but there is no special consideration given to the group in the process of acquiring justice. Older people do face challenges in comprehending the legal procedures, how to follow up their cases, fear of attending before the court of law for defending their cases, fear to volunteer to give testimonies for their cases and majority do not have money to pay for the advocates thus need paralegal support.  
6. Access to information: How do you raise awareness about violence against older persons in the public? How does information about access to essential services (e.g healthcare, legal assistance, social services, access to shelter) is made accessible and available for older persons?
In Tanzania media is the measure public communication means when communicating issue of public interests. Media such as radio, television, newspapers (both national and those with local coverage) does play a vital role in conveying information for the public. Other forms include public meetings and publications(visibility) displays as a way of amplifying and conscientize the already communicated information.  For Tanzania there is another important avenues of older people Association (OPA) structures which is formed by older people themselves. The structures aby older people themselves and formed from a village level, ward, district, regional up to national level.  Currently there are 14617, OPA associations countrywide formed from grassroot level to the national level in all 26 regions of the Tanzania mainland. 
One of the key roles for this structure is to communicate specific messages for older people across members of their structures. The information can be streamlined from the national level, then at regional level, followed by district then ward to village level. In so doing the information flows goes very faster, but also with minimal costs. Information shared are mostly those related to government directives and or circular for older people in relation to health care services, social pension, policies, special commemoration days and any other information the information the government may deem important to share with older people. The structure has helped much to communicate older people related public information in a more coordinated way than before.
7. Please provide examples of good practices for preventing, monitoring and address violence and abuse against older persons?  
Tanzania however has good practices for the preventing, monitoring, and addressing violence and abuse against older persons. Having a National Ageing Policy (2003); National Strategy to eradicate Elderly killings (2019); National strategy for the provision of Health Services to Older People in Tanzania (2021); and several government directives toward ensuring security of older people from different government law enforcing agencies such as the police and the judiciary is among the good practices the country has demonstrated. 
Furthermore, the existence of older people structures across the country which were established under the government support and coordination, whose one of their key roles is to proactively identify and immediately report incidence of violations, abuse and neglect  targeting older people is another good practice to learn from Tanzania.    


