
Ministry of Health and Social Protection of the Republic of Albania
Inputs on violence against older persons

In terms of human rights for the elderly, Albania is a party to the international conventions on fundamental, social and economic rights and implene standards deriving from these instruments. The Ministry of Health and Social Protection drafts and monitors comprehensive human rights policies and programs, equality and inclusion for specific categories.
Regarding the elderly, the Ministry of Health and Social Protection has drafted and is currently implementing the National Political Document for Ageing, as well as its Action Plan 2020–2024, approved by Decision no. 864. prot, dated 24.12.2019. The National Plan for Ageing  2020-2024 aims to support quality services for all elderly, integrated social and health services for long, healthy and productive lives for the elderly. The political goals and specific objectives of the Action Plan are in line with the objectives of sustainable development (SDG) of Agenda 2030.
Law Nr. 10 221, dated 04.02.2010 “On Protection from Discrimination” as amended by Law no. 124/2020 regulates the application and respect for the principle of equality and non -discrimination regarding race, ethnicity, color, language, citizenship, political, religious or philosophical beliefs, economic, educational or social status, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, characteristics of sex, HIV/AIDS living, pregnancy, parental affiliation, parental responsibility, age, family or marital status, civil status. New definitions of discrimination in the legal changes of 2020 address "direct discrimination", "cross -sectoral discrimination", "discrimination due to association", "multiple discrimination", "structural discrimination", "indirect discrimination" which expand the concept and forms of discrimination dealt with in the legislation.
Commissioner for Protection from Disinition has made a recommendation for taking positive actions at border crossings, during the Pandemic period, giving priority to the elderly, children, persons with serious health conditions, persons with disabilities and pregnant women and has dealt with issues for the benefits and services for which the relevant recommendations are given as appropriate.
The fight against violence is one of the priorities of the government, in order to strengthen measures for the evidence, prevention and treatment based on the legislation in force, cases of domestic violence. Ministry of Health and Social Protection as the Coordination Authority, in cooperation with all actors and gender clerks at the central and local level implement the National Strategy of Gender Equality 2021-2030 where domestic violence is treated in the view of prevention and treatment and awareness of society.
Also Law no. 9669, dated 18.12.2006 “On measures against violence in family relations” (as amended) provides for legal measures aimed at preventing all forms of abuse, discrimination or neglect. In amendments to Law no. 9669, dated 18/12/2006 “On measures against violence in family relations”, (as amended), Article 1, paragraph 2 sets out “guaranteeing protection with legal measures and other necessary measures of family members who They are victims of domestic violence, paying special attention to women, girls, children, elderly and people with disabilities ...
Municipalities across the country (61) have drafted social plans that contain the assessment of the situation and measures for all categories. The Albanian Government through the Social Fund supports the local government for the development or expansion of community -based social services. The services offered to the social fund remains the typology of providing and distributing community services across the country, where besides the opening and operation of new community centers for the elderly, family service has been set up for the first time and the driving service for them.
The necessary care services are provided to the elderly suffering from chronic illness and need constant care to meet the basic needs when this care cannot be provided at home or in the foster family.
Home services are offered to the elderly at home who are unable to care for themselves and cannot be assisted by family members or guardians. They consist of daily care services, including supply and distribution of home meals.
Covering universal health for all categories is addressed to the National Strategy of Health. National Health Strategy 2021-2030, Mirarat with DCM no. 210, dated 6.4.2022 “On the approval of the National Strategy for Health” aims to determine and achieve the objectives of the program to protect and improve the health of the Albanian population. The Ministry of Health and Social Protection has significantly improved infrastructure and access to 340 health centers, polyclinics and hospitals. Free health control across the country is carried out for all persons from 35 to 70 years old to prevent disease and healthy living.
Primary Health Care Strategy 2020-2025 aims to increase community coverage with primary health care services, giving Priority in vulnerable groups and supporting these groups within communities through health services and support by addressing the needs and requirements for health services. Access has increased to benefit from free and close residence for non -favored populations, including the elderly, Roma and people with disabilities.
As part of the reform undertaken in the transformation of primary care, some centers are guaranteed an integrated access to the functioning of the public health system, providing an integrated quality, accessible and secure service for vulnerable groups, including the elderly. Specific protocols have been prepared for doctors and primary health care nurses regarding the elderly care in primary health services.
Protocols include evaluating the frequent problems of the elderly, such as the decline in cognitive abilities, pain, decline in vision and hearing, decline in mobility and vital space, multipatology management, counseling of medications in collaboration with all actors.
Law No. 121/2016 “On Social Care Services in the Republic of Albania” sets out the basic principles such as observance and guarantee of individual values and personality; Equality of opportunities; The right to benefit; Partnership; Transparency and impartiality; Independence, social integration and community participation; Non -discrimination. Special standards for home care and assistance services have been approved by the instruction of the Minister of Health and Social Protection no. 581, dated 18.12.2017 on the approval of the standards of social care services, home assistance, for the elderly ”
Service for the elderly in residential and daily public centers is guaranteed, quality and based on the standards of social care service approved and based on Law no. 162, dated 24.11.2016 “On Social Care Services in the Republic of Albania”. The service is offered with specialized staff, multidisciplinary teams that realize personalized needs for each elderly and at the same time are designed individual interventions to meet the identified needs.
Within the national and international days of the elderly (October 1 and June 15) activities and campaigns have been organized in order to promote rights and any form of discrimination against the elderly.
The Ministry of Health and Social Protection will continue its continuing work in the context of protecting the rights of the third age and improving the quality of their lives.
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