Biographical data form of candidates to the Committee against Torture
Name and first name: Mr. Peter Vedel Kessing
Date and place of birth: 11 May 1962, Copenhagen, Denmark
Working languages: Danish (native), English (professional), French (reading)
Current position/function:

· Senior Researcher, Ph.D. (qualified as professor in international law since 2017), at the Danish Institute for Human Rights (DIHR), Denmark’s National Human Rights Institution, since 2008
· Honorary professor, University of Southern Denmark (SDU), since 2022
· Member of the Danish National Preventive Mechanism (OPCAT), visiting places of detention, since 2009

· External examiner (Censor), International Law, University of Copenhagen, Aarhus University, University of Southern Denmark and at the Royal Danish Defence College. 
Main professional activities:

· Senior Researcher, Danish Institute for Human Rights (DIHR), (2008-2021)

· Chief Counsellor, Department of International Law and Human Rights, Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs (1 April 2020-1 April 2021) (one year leave from the DIHR)

· Member of the Danish Refugee Appeals Court, Non-refoulment to torture, (2012-2017)
· Lecturer in international law, human rights and security law, Faculty of Law, University of Copenhagen, (2005-2016) 
· Head of International Law Department, Danish Red Cross (2005-2006)

· Program Manager and Legal Adviser, International projects on prevention of torture and visiting places of detention, DIGNITY - Danish Institute Against Torture (2001-2004)

· Deputy Judge, Copenhagen District Court, (2000-2001)
· Program Manager, International projects on human rights and prevention of torture, Danish Institute for Human Rights (DIHR), (1997-2000)

· Protection Officers, UNHCR’s regional office in Latvia, (1996)
· Head of Section, Refugee- and asylum Department, Danish Ministry of Interior, (1994-1996).
Educational background:
· Qualified as professor in International Law, University of Southern Denmark (2017) and University of Copenhagen (2020) 

· Ph.D., Dissertation on counter-terrorism and human rights, torture and detention, Faculty of Law, University of Copenhagen 2005-2008 
· LLM, Faculty of Law, University of Copenhagen, 1989-1994.
Other main activities in the field of human rights relevant to the mandate of the Committee against Torture:

· Interim member of the UN Committee Against Torture (CAT) in 2021 
· Prepared and presented parallel reports on Denmark for the UN Committee Against Torture, Danish Institute for Human Rights 
· Member of the European Committee for Prevention of Torture (CPT) pool of experts (2020-present)
· Danish national expert to the UN Subcommittee for the Prevention of Torture (SPT) (2014-2019)
· Alternate Member of the Management Board, The European Union Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) (2017-2020)
· Danish expert to the Moscow Mechanism, Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, OSCE (2010-2016)
· Member of Legal Expert Group established by the UN Special Rapporteur on Counter-Terrorism and Human Rights

· Member of the Project Advisory Group regarding the Role of National Human Rights Institutions in situations of Conflict and Post-Conflict, The European Network of National Human Rights Institutions (ENNHRI) (2017-2020)
· Member of the Danish Governments’ National Committee on International Humanitarian Law (2011-present)
· Member of the Board, DIGNITY – Danish Institute Against Torture (2010-2018).
List of most recent publications in this field:

· Commentary to the European Convention on Human Rights, DJØF, (2023 forthcoming).
· Extradition to risk of death penalty, EU-ret & Menneskeret, 2022, nr. 4, s. 235-250.
· Strip-search in Danish prisons, Juristen, nr. 2, april 2022, s. 97-109.
· Extra-territorial application of the European Convention on Human Rights and UN human rights conventions, Ugeskrift for Retsvæsen, U2021B.179.

· Liability in Joint Military Operations – The Green Desert Case. When is a State responsible for ill-treatment of prisoners carried out by a partner State, Journal of Conflict and Security Law, Volume 25, Issue 2, July 2020, Oxford University Press, Pages 343–366.
· No conditional release due to new crimes committed in prison – a criminal offence under article 6 in the ECHR? Ugeskrift for Retsvæsen, U.2019B.255.

· Solitary confinement as disciplinary punishment in Danish prisons, Juristen, nr. 2, 2019.
· Preventing Radicalization in Danish prisons - Human rights and due process rights of prisoners, Prison Service Journal, January 2019, No. 241, p. 37- 49.
· Soft Law Instruments Regulating Armed Conflict. Are International Human Rights Standards Reflected? Human Rights & International Legal Discourse (HR&ILD), 2018, Vol. 12, No. 1, p. 79-99.
· The Role of Police Oversights Mechanisms in Protecting Human Rights and Preventing torture and Ill-Treatment, May 2018, https://www.humanrights.dk/publications/police-oversight-mechanisms 

· ‘Use of Pepper spray by the Danish police’ and ‘Use of Pepper Spray in Danish Prisons and Detention Centers’, Nordic Journal of Criminal Science, Vol. 103, No. 1 and No. 3, 2016.
