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Oral Submission to the Draft General Comment on Persons with Disabilities in Situations of Risk and Humanitarian Emergencies (Article 11) of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
      Geneva, 7thth of March 2023                                                                                                       
Keelin Barry, Irish Centre for Human Rights (ICHR) and Centre for Disability Law and Policy (CDLP), School of Law, University of Galway, Ireland         
Thank you, Madam Chairperson and to the Committee. My name is Keelin Barry from the Irish Centre for Human Rights (ICHR) & the Centre for Disability Law and Policy (CDLP. 
This briefing calls for urgent clarity to be provided regarding situations of forced displacement and forced migration of persons with disabilities caused by armed conflict, natural disasters, or humanitarian emergencies. There is a critical need for targeted attention to be placed on this largely invisible group of persons with disabilities, who are either internally displaced, Stateless persons, or are disabled asylum seekers or refugees who move across borders to seek refuge in other locations or countries. This briefing recommends that these forced migration journeys should be considered in the context of article 11, including by State Parties who have affected displaced disabled people and asylum seekers living in their countries, or who may be hosting disabled people who are transiting through their States on forced migration journeys. 
Attention must also be focused on those persons with disabilities crossing particularly precarious parts of the world, including across seas, or in high crime areas where disabled people face extreme and additional dangers such as being targeted for violence, human trafficking, sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV), exploitation, or being imprisoned. 
State Parties are required to ensure that a disability lens is applied to all national asylum and international protection processes under their CRPD obligations. This includes State Parties reception conditions provided to asylum seekers and refugees, and that reasonable accommodations are provided to persons with disabilities seeking asylum, or for those who are transiting through State Party countries. 
Special mention is also made regarding mechanisms of border control and coast guard authorities around the world, (such as the European Border and Coast Guard Agency Frontex). These require systematic institutional policies that sensitize all parts of their operations to their obligations to protect the rights of persons with disabilities under the CRPD. Whether on the sea, passing through transit countries reception centres, or crossing a border, all immigration, border, and marine authorities are required to ensure the inclusion of disability appropriate accommodations and policies in all operational processes, to meet the specific needs of asylum seekers with disabilities, (including children, women, and older persons with disabilities, as well as unaccompanied and separated children with disabilities).
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