Annex II
Biographical data form of candidates to human rights treaty bodies

(Please respect the specified amount of lines when filling out this form and
return it electronically in word format)

Name and first name: TLAKULA Faith Dikeledi Pansy
Date and place of birth: 12 June 1957, South Africa
Working languages: English
Current position/function:

(5 lines maximum)

I am currently the Chairperson of the Information Regulator of South Africa (Regulator). The Regulator was established in 2016 and it is a statutory body responsible for the protection and promotion of the right of access to information and the right to privacy as it relates to the protection of personal information (personal data). The Regulator is independent and subject only to the Constitution of the Republic and is accountable to the National Assembly. I led the establishment of the Regulator from scratch in 2016 and it currently has 100 (one hundred) employees.  
Main professional activities:

(10 lines maximum)

I have been a member of CERD from January 2020 and I have attended all the Sessions of the Committee. The highlight of my membership was to be appointed as the rapporteur for the examination of the state reports of the United States of America and Jamaica. As already mentioned, I am the Chairperson of the Information Regulator. The Regulator has a dual mandate, namely, the promotion and protection of the right of access to information as provided for in the Promotion of Access to Information Act and the right to privacy as it relates to the protection of personal information(data) as provided in the Protection of Personal Information Act. The activities common to both mandates include the adjudication of complaints against public and private bodies, monitoring and assessing compliance by public and private bodies with the applicable laws, education, and public awareness.  Activities applicable to the protection of personal information include the following: issuing of industry specific codes of conduct on the processing of personal information and examining proposed legislation and policy that may affect the protection of personal information.   
Educational background:

(5 lines maximum)

I have a legal background. I am an admitted advocate of the High Court of South Africa. I hold the following degrees: Honorary Degree in Legal Studies from the Vaal University of Technology (South Africa);

LLM (Masters) from Harvard University (United States of America);

LLB (Bachelor of Laws) from the University of the Witwatersrand (South Africa); and

B.Proc (Bachelor of Law) from the University of the North ( now University of Limpopo) (South Africa)

Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned:

(10 lines maximum)

For almost three (3) decades I have occupied leadership positions in constitutional/treaty bodies nationally, regionally and internationally. These positions have equipped me with practical skills and experience to operate in an environment which requires one to perform one’s functions with impartiality and without fear, favour or prejudice. These positions include the following: Chairperson of the African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights (ACHPR) 2015-2017 and a member of the ACHPR (2005-2017); Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information in Africa of the ACHPR (2005-2017); Chairperson of the Electoral Commission of South Africa (IEC) 2011-2014 and the Chief Electoral Officer of the IEC (2002-2011); Commissioner of the South African Human Rights Commission. The mandate of the ACHPR is almost similar to that of CERD because it includes the examination of state reports and both inter-state and individual communications. CERD is benefitting from this experience. Hence, I was assigned the responsibility of being the rapporteur for the examination of the report of the USA in my first term in the Committee.  
List of most recent publications in the field:

(5 lines)

 I may not have published articles recently, but I have delivered many papers in conferences nationally, regionally, and internationally. In September 2022, I delivered a paper on the “The application and limitations of intersectionality by CERD and how the Committee has used this concept to identify and unravel different layers of inequality” at the invitation ECRI. In May 2022 I was invited by the government of South Africa to present a paper on “Progress towards the implementation of the Durban Declaration” as part of the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the South African Constitution. 
� It should be noted that membership in the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination requires participation in three annual sessions (April/May and November/December of three weeks and August of four weeks duration). 








