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Decision of the ad hoc Conciliation Commission

 on the termination of the proceedings concerning

 the interstate communication Qatar v. the United Arab Emirates
On 26 January 2023, during an online meeting
, the ad hoc Conciliation Commission established by the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (the Committee), under article 12 (1) of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (the Convention), concerning the interstate communication submitted to the Committee by the State of Qatar against the United Arab Emirates, 
Noting

(a)  that the State of Qatar submitted an interstate communication to the Committee concerning the United Arab Emirates on 8 March 2018, alleging a violation of articles 2, 4, 5 and 6 of the Convention, in the context of enforcement of coercive measures taken by the respondent State in 2017; 

(b)  that, on 27 August 2019, the Committee decided that it had jurisdiction on the matter, declared the communication admissible and requested its Chair “to appoint, in accordance with article 12(1) of the Convention, the members of an ad hoc Conciliation Commission, which shall make its good offices available to the States concerned with a view to an amicable solution of the matter”;

 (c) that the Chair of the Committee, in consultation with the States parties concerned, appointed as Members of the ad hoc Conciliation Commission: Ms. Sarah CLEVELAND (USA), Ms. Chiara GIORGETTI (Italy), Ms. Maya SAHLI-FADEL (Algeria), Mr. Bernardo SEPÚLVEDA-AMOR (Mexico) and Yeung Kam John Yeung SIK YUEN (Mauritius);

(d) that, on 11 January 2021, the State of Qatar submitted a note verbale, requesting the suspension of the proceedings regarding the communication, following the Al Ula agreement reached by both States parties to the dispute, on 5 January 2021; 

 (e) that, on 27 January 2021, the United Arab Emirates consented to the suspension of the proceedings pursuant to the Al Ula Declaration, whose section 2 “sets out the terms of the settlement of legal disputes between the Parties”;
(f) that, on 5 March 2021, the ad hoc Conciliation Commission decided: “(1) to take note of State of Qatar’s request for suspension pursuant to the Al Ula Declaration, concerning the interstate communication submitted against the United Arab Emirates before the Committee; (2) to take note also of the United Arab Emirates’ consent to the suspension of the proceedings, pursuant to the Al Ula Declaration; (3) to suspend the proceedings concerning the interstate communication submitted by State of Qatar against the United Arab Emirates before the Committee; (4) to invite any of the States parties concerned to inform the ad hoc Conciliation Commission via the Secretariat within one year of the adoption of the Al Ula Declaration whether it wishes to resume the consideration of the matter before the ad hoc Conciliation Commission or to provide any relevant information; and to remain seized of the matter”;
g) that, on 11 January 2022, State of Qatar, by way of Note Verbale, informed that bilateral meetings with the United Arab Emirates under the Al Ula Declaration framework are ongoing and requested that the proceedings between the Parties remain suspended until further notice;
h) that, on 26 January 2022, the United Arab Emirates responded to State of Qatar’s Note verbale, reminding that in its decision adopted in March 2021, the ad hoc Conciliation Commission “invited either of the parties concerned to inform it within one year of the conclusion of the Al Ula Declaration whether they wished to resume consideration of the matter” and that “neither party has expressed within the indicated timeframe any wish to resume the proceedings…”, therefore, “in consideration of both the Al Ula Declaration and the Decision, the United Arab Emirates considers that no further suspension of the proceedings is possible or warranted, and that proceedings must in fact be terminated”;
i) that, on 3 February 2022, the State of Qatar through a Note verbale, recalled that in its Note verbale of 11 January 2022, it duly provided relevant information within one year of the Al Ula Declaration, in compliance with the Commission’s decision of 5 March 2021, and expressed its intention to request that the proceedings remain suspended until further notice; 

j) that, the United Arab Emirates responded through Note verbal of 26 February 2022, indicating [that the proceedings continued existence was contrary to the judgement of the International Court of Justice on the matter, and] that any extension of the proceedings’ suspension would require a new decision from the ad hoc Conciliation Commission;

k) that, on 9 March 2022, the State of Qatar reiterated its position and indicated that in its view, the ad hoc Conciliation Commission did not need to decide any of the issues raised by the parties in their previous Note verbales of 11 and 26 of January, and of 3 and 26 of February 2022, at this stage; 

l) that, on 8 December 2022, the ad hoc Conciliation Commission requested the States parties concerned to provide their standing by 13 December 2022 in order for the Commission to decide on the issues raised in paragraphs “e” to “g” above; 

m) that, on 13 December 2022, the United Arab Emirates, based on the ICJ ruling of 4 February 2021, reiterated its position concerning the termination of the proceedings; 
n) that, on 16 December 2022, the Secretariat provided a new deadline to Qatar to reply to the ad hoc Conciliation Commission’s request of 8 December 2022; 
o) that, on 23 December 2022, Qatar requested the termination of the proceedings. 

Having regard to article 12 (a) of the Convention, which tasks the Commission to make its good offices available to the States concerned with a view to an amicable solution of the matter on the basis of respect for the Convention;
Considering that the realization of the ad hoc Conciliation Commission’s mandate requires the continuous engagement of the States parties concerned; 
Having noted that both States parties concerned requested the termination of the proceedings,
Decides:

1. To terminate the proceedings concerning the interstate communication submitted by the State of Qatar against the United Arab Emirates before the Committee as agreed and requested by the parties; 
2. To request the Secretariat to transmit the present decision to the States Parties concerned and to the Committee. 
26 January 2023
�  The following members of the ad hoc Commission attended the meeting: Ms. Chiara Giorgetti, Ms. Maya Sahli-Fadel, Mr. Bernardo Sepúlveda-Amor and Mr. Yeung Kam John Yeung Sik Yuen. 








