Annex IV
Biographical data form of candidates to the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families
Family name and first name: Kariyawasam Prasad
Date and place of birth: 21st March 1954 - Galle, Sri Lanka
Place of residence: Colombo, Sri Lanka & North Bethesda, USA 
Nationality: Sri Lankan
United Nations working languages: English 
Current position/function:

· Retired Career Diplomat of the Sri Lanka Foreign Service; (Former-Foreign Secretary; Ambassador to USA; Ambassador to UN in Geneva and Vatican; Ambassador to UN in New York; High Commissioner to India).

· Civil society activist promoting rights of   Migrant workers.
· International Affairs Advisor and Consultant 

Main professional activities:
· Experience on Human Rights issues specially in the context of the UN System;
Alternate Representative of Sri Lanka at the 53rd, 54th and 55th Sessions of the UN Commission for Human Rights (CHR) in Geneva. 
Led the Observer delegation of Sri Lanka to the 57th and 58th Sessions of CHR and the Member delegation of Sri Lanka to the 59th Session of the CHR. 
Vice-Chairperson and served in the Expanded Bureau of the 59th CHR at the 59th Session of the CHR.

Chairperson of the United Nations Special Committee to Investigate Israel Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and other Arabs of the Occupied Territories from 2005 to 2008.

·
· Professional activities in relation to the protection of the rights of Migrant Workers;
President of the Council of the International Organization for Migration from years 2001- 2002. 
Deputy Head of Mission in the Embassy of Sri Lanka in Riyadh from 1989 -1992 and observed first-hand, travails of the migrant worker population living in the Middle East.
The first Chairperson of the Committee on Migrant Workers - held this post until 2008, during the initial formative stages of the Committee on Migrant Workers and leading the evolution and consolidation of working methods and procedures of the committee, as well as the advocacy of the Convention. 
Chair of the Meetings of the Chairpersons of Human Rights Treaty Bodies and Inter-Committee Meetings for the year 2004.
Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the Committee on Migrant Workers:

Key-note Speaker at the Public Conference on Migrant Workers and Human Rights organized by the Irish Human Rights Commission and the Law Society of ·Ireland held in Dublin, Ireland on 15th October.

Key-note Speaker at the 8th International Conference on National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights held in Bolivia on 24th October, 2006.
Key-note Presentation on Globalization, Migration and Human Rights at the Seminar for Members of Parliamentary Committee Working on Human Rights and other Committees Addressing Migration issues held at the Inter Parliamentary Committee (IPU) Headquarters in Geneva, on 24th October, 2007.
·
Represented Sri Lanka as well as the Committee on Migrant Workers at the Global Forum on Migration and Development International Conference held in Philippines on 27 - 30 October 2008.
Participated in the "Global Round Table on Alternative to Detention of Asylum Seekers, Refugees, Migrant and Stateless Persons" organized by UNHCR and OHCHR in May 2011 in Geneva.
Participated in the Expert meeting between the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and Committee on Migrant Workers (CMW), relevant UN agencies and civil society, to develop and agree on recommended languages for a gender-responsive global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration held in Geneva on 21-22 November, 2016.
Educational background:

Bachelor of Science (Honors in Special degree in Mathematics) from University of Sri Lanka.
Attending various seminars and training course related to International Affairs and Trade, as well as Human Rights and rights of Migrant Workers 
List of most recent publications in the field of Migration and Human Rights:

No recent publication
