In line with the Committee on the Rights of the Child’s call for submissions for the Day of General Discussion (DGD) in Geneva on “Children’s Rights and Alternative Care”, please take into consideration the following submission.
National Association of Persons with Disabilities of Serbia NOOIS is representative umbrella network of 15 national unions of persons with different disabilities, representing 800000 citizens of Serbia with disabilities. We warmly welcome scheduling of the Day of General Discussion (DGD) in Geneva on “Children’s Rights and Alternative Care” and the opportunity for contributing in written form to the discussion. 
This submission will focus on children with disabilities, since they are a group of children that are often at risk of separation from their families and frequently are receiving alternative care.

With the support of OESC, NOOIS conducted a research into the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on the rights of persons with disabilities in Serbia in 2020. Unfortunately during lockdowns and curfews, children were unable to go to school and/ or day care centers. Sufficient and continuous steady funding should be provided to enable unrestricted functioning of the child care service and other services in the local communities, such as day care centers. Support services should offer even more flexibility in delivery and be even more child- oriented during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Transportation, sufficient amounts of protective equipment and disinfectants should be provided to all personnel that offer assistance and care to children with disabilities in their households. The personnel that offer assistance and care to children with disabilities in their households should exempted and protected from any lay offs and be prioritized in any plans for increased funding and subsidized incentives to boost employment during the Covid-19 pandemic. Clear and non- discriminatory procedures and guidelines should be prescribed for cases when an assistant, care provider, user of support services or member of their households contracts Covid-19. 

In the event of schools closing down and students having to restore to home education, staff that supported students with disabilities in school settings should continue providing such support at student’s household if students and their families agree to that. Transportation, sufficient amounts of protective equipment and disinfectants should be provided to all personnel that support students with disabilities in their households during the pandemic.

One should bear in mind the provisions of Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: The existence of adequate and age-sensitive support services for girls and boys with disabilities is of vital importance for equal enjoyment of their human rights (art. 7). Respecting the evolving capacities of children with disabilities and supporting them in having a say on choices that impact them is critical. It is also important to provide support, information and guidance to families (art. 23) to prevent institutionalization of children with disabilities and to have inclusive policies on adoption to ensure equal opportunities to children with disabilities. When it comes to social interactions and relationships with peers, teenagers may prefer personal assistance or professional sign language interpreters to informal support provided by relatives. States parties should establish innovative forms of support and accessible services for children and adolescents with disabilities personally or through their organisations.
States parties should adopt clear and targeted strategies for de-institutionalization with specific timeframes and adequate budgets in order to eliminate all forms of isolation, segregation or institutionalization of persons with disabilities. Special attention should be paid to children with disabilities currently in institutions. Provision of high quality alternative care in family- like settings for children with disabilities should be one of the priorities, along with the support to natural and/ or foster family of those children and the development of accessible and inclusive services in local communities.
Staff of the national human rights institutions’ and torture prevention mechanisms should be provided with sufficient amounts of protective equipment and disinfectants and should have unrestricted access into places where alternative care is provided to children with disabilities during the Covid-19 pandemic.
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