
 

 
 

RE:  Day of General Discussion – “Children’s Rights and Alternative Care” 

 Comment: Public Expenditure for Children’s Care 

 

 

Dear Members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, 

 

Maestral International strongly welcomes the convening of a Day of General Discussion on Children’s 

Rights and Alternative Care in September 2021. We are particularly pleased to see the Committee’s 

interest in securing meaningful engagement of children and young people who have experienced 

alternative care. 

 

Article 4 of the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) provides that States shall undertake 

measures to secure the rights of children “to the maximum extent of their available resources…”.  

However, public expenditures for children’s care and protection have been de minimus in many 

countries since the Convention’s ratification, leaving child protection systems bereft of the resources 

they need to prevent and respond to the drivers that lead children to be separated from their families. 

 

Care reform is an essential component of overall social policy and should be seriously considered during 

the identification of a country’s policy priorities and the allocation of budget. Children in safe and 

nurturing families are more likely to attend school, to perform better in school, to have better 

lifelong health status, and to experience fewer social problems. In addition to securing a child’s right 

to live in a family environment, care reform builds human capital.  This, in turn, is important for inter-

generational poverty reduction. 

 

The COVID-19 crisis should be elevating care reform amongst the list of global and national 

priorities. A child is losing a parent or custodial grandparent to COVID-19 every 12 seconds, and that 

pace is increasing exponentially as the pandemic progresses. The World Bank projects that from 143 to 

163 million people will be thrown into severe poverty (less than $1.90/day) in 2020 and 2021, putting 

intensive stressors on families that will surely lead to separation. Reports of violence and abuse of 

children in lockdown have skyrocketed since the pandemic began. 

 

Changing the Way We Care has supported preparation of a Guidance on Public Expenditure and Care, 

and the Better Care Network hosted a webinar on the topic.  We attach a one-page summary of the 

Guidance and encourage governments and their partners to deepen their commitments to invest in 

care. We hope this Guidance is helpful to those interested in this Day of General Discussion. 

 

Formal child protection systems are often too heavily dependent on external donor resources that are 

neither sufficient nor sustainable. We call on States to both scale and sustain budgetary resources for 

care reform, and to execute those budgets effectively and efficiently in the interests of their children and 

families. The returns on those investments will be substantial. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Philip Goldman 

President 

May 7, 2021  

https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/updated-estimates-impact-covid-19-global-poverty-looking-back-2020-and-outlook-2021
http://www.changingthewaywecare.org/
https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/social-welfare-systems/cost-of-care-and-redirection-of-resources/public-expenditure-and-children%E2%80%99s-care-guidance-note
https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/social-welfare-systems/cost-of-care-and-redirection-of-resources/webinar-recording-transforming-childrens-care-webinar-2-guidance-on-public-expenditure


 


