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Part 1:   Duty to End Institutionalisation

	Comments and changes:

	
I fully support the obligations of States Parties in the draft guidelines to end institutionalisation in all its forms. The practice of many States Parties to disguise institutionalisation in the form of various 'community services' is harmful not only to the disabled people in these mini-institutions, but also to society. The Guidelines should more convincingly and more clearly interpret the misguided approach of deinstitutionalization through small group homes, sheltered and/or supervised housing. 
Moreover, the guidelines should be more explicit and provide for financial penalties for States Parties that allow themselves to pursue a policy of continued institutionalisation in the form of community-based services.
The use of public funds to finance institutions of all kinds should be stopped and these resources should be directed towards supporting people with disabilities outside institutions. This applies in all external circumstances - regional crises, epidemics, pandemics and/or military conflicts.




Part 2:  Understanding and implementing key elements of deinstitutionalisation process

· Deinstitutionalisation process
· Right to choose and respect of will and preferences
· Community based support
· Allocation of funding and resources
· Access to accessible housing
· Involvement of persons with disabilities through their representative organisations in deinstitutionalisation processes

	Comments and changes:

	
- deinstitutionalisation is a complex of measures and all of them are linked and complementary, with the individual wishes and needs of people with disabilities at their core. The interests of the state, service providers or other stakeholders are not important. Their benefits are indirect, and I therefore support the argument in the guidelines that those who are funded by the state for deinstitutionalisation measures should not be involved in the process of determining the state's policies in this area.
 - At the moment in Bulgaria there is no respect for the right to choose and no respect for will and preferences, even people with disabilities are forced to fill in applications to enter institutions. There are waiting lists!!! This is why I welcome the recommendations in the guidelines for a range of individual support and inclusive services in the community. 
 - Support in the community should be individual and provided outside of the institution, the more different options there are, the less chance of a return to the institution.
 - Everybody says that 'money follows the person', but in practice, at the moment, the person in the institution receives financial resources (or rather the institution receives them), but once the person leaves the institution, the money decreases manifold. This must stop! 
 - It is very well said "States Parties should provide safe, accessible and affordable housing in the community, such as public housing or through rental subsidies, for persons leaving institutions.". Anyone leaving an institution should be supported by the municipality by providing affordable housing or financial resources to pay rent on the open market.
 - they and now people with disabilities are involved in the process of deinstitutionalisation, but the problem here is that these organisations have become providers of precisely institution-type services, such as small group homes, etc. The guidelines should consider how to distinguish between representative organisations of people with disabilities and providers of institutional services. Otherwise, the current practice will continue - organisations that represent people with disabilities defining deinstitutionalisation policies and at the same time providing institutionalisation services.





Part 3:  Deinstitutionalisation grounded on a person centred and differentiated approach
· Intersectionality
· Women and girls with disabilities
· Children with disabilities

	Comments and changes:

	
Every person with a disability, no matter how weak, inexperienced, uneducated or unskilled, should be supported to leave. He or she should be supported regardless of gender, race, age, background, status and type of disability. In practice, we have seen a case of differential treatment in the approach to leaving institutions simply because social workers assume that one will make it out of the institution and another will not. This is purely their subjective observation and in no way covers the reality, but stops a person from options.





Part 4:  Enabling legal and policy frameworks
· Creating an enabling legal environment
· Right to legal capacity
· Right to access to justice
· Right to liberty and security of the person
· Right to equality and non-discrimination
· Legal Framework and resources
· Legislation
· Institutional Settings and the situation of persons living in institutions
· Community based Services
· Identifying new elements if support systems
· Workforce analysis
· Deinstitutionalisation strategies and action plans

	Comments and changes:

	
It is crucial to create an enabling legal environment for the deinstitutionalisation process to be successful. The guidelines very accurately identify and justify the 4 key legal areas without which the deinstitutionalisation process cannot be completed. 
In Bulgaria we have a good anti-discrimination law, but none of the other areas are in place and therefore deinstitutionalisation is not successful. We therefore welcome the proposal to outlaw institutionalisation as a form of discrimination.
- It is imperative to identify the areas in the legislation by listing in separate groups (1) the laws and regulations that are in total contradiction to the Convention and lead to institutionalization, (2) those that need to be redone, and (3) the entirely new laws, regulations, ordinances, etc. that are needed. 
In Bulgaria, there is an inventory of all institutions, but despite the existence of a personal file for each person in placement, there are no measures - based on the person's wishes and needs - to support them in leaving the institution.
There is also systematic information on existing services in the community, but these are not at all (1) at the level needed by people with disabilities, (2) varied to meet the individual needs of people with disabilities, and (3) evenly distributed across the country.
We support proposals to conduct qualitative analyses of existing policies, introduce pilot projects and mechanisms to support people who need support even in the selection and management of their subtle supports.
- We welcome the proposal to develop strategic documents on which to base deinstitutionalisation policies, but these strategic documents should be subject to more rigorous evaluation by the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
In Bulgaria, there is a National Strategy 'Vision for the Deinstitutionalisation of Children in the Republic of Bulgaria', but the result is more than unsatisfactory.




Part 5:  Inclusive community support services, systems, and networks
· Support systems / networks
· Support services
· Individualised support services
· Assistive technology
· Income support

	Comments and changes:

	
Support systems are essential for people with disabilities outside the institution. States Parties are obliged to invest expert effort in developing a variety of support systems and should not settle for 1-2 because doing so limits people with disabilities. 
- All support services must be rights-based and not dependent on an institution or organisation. They must be accessible, diverse and individualised for all people with disabilities. The guidelines describe this in great detail.
- We welcome the existence of separate guidelines on personal assistance, because it is of the utmost importance for people with disabilities to lead independent lives. There is also a different understanding of the nature of personal assistance, and the mandatory characteristics of personal assistance should therefore be described, so that each country cannot develop different laws without them being in line with the substance.
- The issue of the provision of aids is catastrophic in Bulgaria and we therefore fully support guidelines in this area. We even suggest that the guidelines be expanded to distinguish between what are assistive technologies/products/services and what are medical devices. In Bulgaria, all are medical devices.
- The guidelines describe very well what the financial support for people with disabilities should be, how it should be allocated and controlled, how it should be adapted to the individual needs of the person, its scope. 
It is correctly noted that it is poverty - as a result of misguided financial support from the state - that is the main cause of institutionalisation. All States Parties should take immediate steps to improve their policies on financial support for people with disabilities.





Part 6:  Access to mainstream services on an equal basis with others
· Preparing to leave the institution
· Living independently in the community

	Comments and changes:

	
- The guidelines describe in detail the measures in preparation for leaving the institution, who should work them out, and it is very nicely pointed out that people leaving institutions should be respected, given enough time and opportunities for physical and emotional preparation for life in the community, to be at the heart of the process and not to be neglected, to receive information about all the possibilities outside the institution.
- Independent living in the community is a set of measures and these are detailed in the guidelines. We fully endorse and support them.



Part 8: Enact emergency deinstitutionalisation plans in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies, including conflicts
· Remedies, reparations, redress
· Disaggregated data
· Monitoring deinstitutionalisation process
· International co-operation

	Comments and changes:

	
Comment to 105. Some of the new rules and practices imposed in situations of emergence for the «security» of the disabled persons, like during the pandemic, have remained. The extra isolation in institutions still remains in Greece, because it is better for the institutional authorities, everything that happens inside institutions now remains inside. So right after the emergency, the new situation has to be re-evaluated. 
X. Disaggregated Data
Please add to 122 the institutions of the church, where they exist they are considered to be beyond public or private institutions, and no-one can access their data or control their operation. 
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