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June 29, 2022


This letter is a response to the request for comments on the document “Draft Guidelines on Deinstitutionalization, including in emergencies”, issued by the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

These comments are presented to the Committee by the People First of Canada / Inclusion Canada National Task Force on Deinstitutionalization. The vision of this Task Force is a Canada where all people labelled with an intellectual disability have the support needed to live in community and not in an institution. The mission of this Task Force is to close all institutions in Canada that specifically house people labelled with an intellectual disability.

The Task Force has reviewed the draft document as presented and we offer our remarks below.

Overall Comments

· This is a strong document. We appreciate that the document is very comprehensive and covers a lot of area. One area of the document that we strongly support is the definition of an institution that includes group homes as outlined in Section 14. This echoes the definition of an institution that the Task Force has already created.
· We appreciate that institutions are defined by the elements of choice and how it operates, and not by its specific label. This takes away any latitude for making excuses because a facility is not expressly labeled as an institution.
· We commend the document for its clarity on expectations around children, specifically stating that children need to live with families.
· We believe that when completed, this will be an excellent document to send to all levels of government in Canada and may implore them to take the issue of deinstitutionalization seriously.
· We appreciate that this document addresses the issue of legal capacity and its relevance to the process of making an individual choice on housing.

Suggestions for Improvement

· Replace the phrase “Adequate standard of living” as used in Section 30. This wording is problematic because it is subjective and open to interpretation. A more concrete term should be used.
· Separating aggregated data might be needed, but not all people with disabilities fit into categories. We caution against further labelling of people in the pursuit of research.
· There is a need to specify the process for making a complaint. The worry is that people who need to appeal their situation have no other choice but to make an appeal to the group that placed them in the institution in the first place. There should be some other options in place.
· We suggest the development of a strategy to move these guidelines forward and introduce the document to States Parties around the world and request that they incorporate it into their national policies.
· The document should recognize that people who have lived in institutions have experienced trauma and may need ongoing support as they move into the community.
· The document should address the need for portability of funding for people labelled with an intellectual disability.
· The document should contain a reference to the need for independent planning support for individuals. It needs to be stated clearly that planning should be done by the individual leaving the institution and should be separate from the system.
· The document should speak to all people with disabilities and include everyone regardleass of their level of need. No one should be left behind.

We appreciate that these guidelines are forward-looking and we believe that they will challenge many States Parties to reconsider their ongoing systems of institutionalization. In fact, the spririt of this document mirrors what the Task Force has been saying for many years, and we stand by the development of these guidelines and their implementation into Canadian policy.
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Norman McLeod	Gordon Fletcher
Co-Chair	Co-Chair
Inclusion Canada/ People First of Canada Joint Deinstitutionalization Task Force
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