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MEOSZ’s (National Federation of Associations of Persons with Physical Disabilities, Hungary) 
submission to the 
draft Guidelines on Deinstitutionalization, including in emergencies

The National Federation of Associations of Persons with Physical Disabilities (MEOSZ), based in Budapest, Hungary, was founded in 1981 as an umbrella organization of persons with physical disabilities with the aim of representing and protecting the rights of persons with physical disabilities. Currently, MEOSZ has 83 member organizations and includes more than a thousand local groups, with a total membership of around 160 000 individuals across Hungary.  The aim of our organization is to eliminate the social segregation of persons with physical disabilities by identifying and eradicating social barriers and prejudices. In the framework of its national and international advocacy work, MEOSZ advocates for equal opportunities and full participation of the target group by representing and protecting the rights and interests of persons with physical disabilities. Our organization is controlled by persons with disabilities and represents their interests as its main activity. Thus, it qualifies as a disabled persons’ organization (DPO) as per the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). MEOSZ closely monitors the implementation of the CRPD in Hungary.  

Hereby we are proposing changes in the draft Guidelines on article 19 of the UN CRPD. 

Paragraph 10: it may be unclear to many readers what the text means by the ‘judicialisation’ of persons with disabilities. We suggest amending the text to explain what this may entail. 
Para 13, and Para 27-28: urgent maintenance of buildings of institutions may be necessary to prevent hazard or risk of life of residents. We suggest amending the text by allowing for repairment in cases when it may prevent harm, including the death of residents. 
Para 14: we suggest omitting prisons from the text. 
Para 22: in cases when the person cannot or would not like to cover the costs of supported decision-making, states should be obliged to ensure the free of charge provision of supported decision-making as a type of service. 
Para 33: The text states: “Service providers, charities, professional and religious groups, trades unions, and those with financial or other interests in keeping institutions open, should be prevented from influencing decision-making processes related to deinstitutionalization.” We suggest amending the text by inserting the following sentences: “A broad variety of stakeholders, such as services providers, support staff, policy makers, families, local communities’ representatives, trade unions, and others, should be part of the consultation process to share their experiences and expertise on deinstitutionalization and the development of community-based services. Those stakeholders with proven financial or other interests in keeping institutions open, should be prevented from influencing deinstitutionalisation reforms.”
Para 52: Please also mention “the right to adequate standards of living, the right to housing and social protection”. These are prerequisites of human dignity and independent living. 
Para 75: Please omit the sentence “The use of day-care centres or sheltered employment are paternalistic and do not comply with the Convention.”
Para 87: Income support provided by States should reach a level that allows persons with disabilities to enjoy an appropriate standard of living. Oftentimes, such income supports are not sufficient and their recipients still live in deep poverty. 
General comment to the draft Guideline: we suggest the Guideline states an obligation of States Parties to ensure the independent monitoring of residential institutions by civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities. 
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