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Madam High Commissioner,

Mr. President, 

Excellencies, 

I wish to start by thanking the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights for organizing this panel discussion. 

Strengthening international cooperation and solidarity in combatting the COVID-19 pandemic has been high on the agenda of the Azerbaijani Chairmanship of the Non-Aligned Movement since the eruption of this global health crisis. 

Proceeding from this understanding NAM has put forward a number of initiatives of global importance.

In May 2020 President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, in his capacity as the incumbent Chair of the Movement, proposed on behalf of the NAM Member States, convening the Special Session of the UN General Assembly in response to COVID-19. The session took place on 3-4 December 2020 with broad participation of World leaders.
Following this, at the 46th session of the Human Rights Council Azerbaijan on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement, and Ecuador tabled a draft resolution entitled "Ensuring equal, affordable, timely and universal access to COVID-19 vaccines".  The resolution was adopted by the Council unanimously, and enjoyed co-sponsorship of 137 UN Member States. 
The resolution drew the attention to the negative impact of the unfair and unequal distribution of COVID-19 vaccines among developed and developing countries on human rights, and emphasized that it is one of the main obstacles to the complete elimination of the pandemic, as well as to the achievement of the goals set in the UN Sustainable Development Agenda. Building up on the HRC resolution, Azerbaijani NAM Chairmanship in 2021 tabled a draft resolution on the same topic for adoption at the 76th session of the UN General Assembly. This resolution too, saw an overwhelming support by the UN membership - 126 states co-sponsored the draft and 179 states voted in favour. 

It must be noted that the supporters of both resolutions included countries from different regions and political groups, and with different level of economic development.  These numbers are indicative of the commitment by the absolute majority of the UN membership to bridge the gap in access to COVID-19 vaccines between developed and developing countries. It is therefore important to translate these commitments into actions.

While recognizing that situation with global vaccination in the world has improved compared to what it was a year ago, the least developed countries still lag very much behind in terms of vaccination levels. This has to be changed if we are to live up to the commitment to leave no one behind.

Azerbaijani NAM Chairmanship will continue its endeavors aimed at consolidating global efforts to combat the COVID-19 pandemic, both through advocating for shared responsibility in providing fair and affordable access for all countries to COVID-19 vaccines, as well as for strengthening international cooperation in addressing the consequences of the pandemic. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]As it was announced by President Ilham Aliyev at the High-level thematic debate of the UN General Assembly on the topic “Galvanizing Momentum for Universal vaccination”, Azerbaijan is currently working on convening another high-level meeting of the NAM Member States to exchange views and formulate the position of the Movement with regard to the post-COVID-19 period. We also advocate for establishing the UN High-Level Panel on Global Recovery from the Covid-19 which could prepare concrete recommendations on global measures.

Also, at the current session of the Human Rights Council Azerbaijan on behalf of the Movement, and Ecuador will table a follow-up resolution on access to vaccines. We count on the continued support of the UN Member States to these important initiatives.

Thank you.









