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Excellencies, dear colleagues and friends,
 
Thank you, President Villegas, for the opportunity to open this important discussion on vaccine equity and its impact on the right to health for all. 

I also congratulate the High Commissioner for the report addressing the human rights impacts of inequalities in access to COVID-19 vaccines.  

More than 6 million people have lost their lives to COVID-19. These figures likely seriously underrepresent the reality of this crisis. 

WHO has been advocating for universal, equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines since they were first introduced in December 2020.  

And while almost 10 billion vaccine doses have been administered around the globe, their distribution tells a story of inequality.

Almost 70% of vaccinations are in high income countries, while less than 14% of people in low-income countries have received a single dose. 

We are at an inflection point in history.

[bookmark: _Hlk97303135]We have the tools to end the acute phase of the pandemic, if we use them properly and share them fairly. But profound inequities are undermining that chance. 

Countries with high vaccination rates are reopening while others with low vaccination rates and low testing rates have been left behind. 

The result is more than 60,000 deaths per week, along with an increased risk of the emergence of new variants.

In Ukraine, the health system is struggling with COVID-19 and dangerously low oxygen and medical supplies while war rages around them. 

WHO is delivering badly needed oxygen and other medical supplies as part of its humanitarian aid package. 

I reiterate that attacks on hospitals, medical personnel and medical transports are forbidden under international humanitarian law; any such attacks are grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions. 

There has never been a greater need for global solidarity to recover from this pandemic, end the current crisis in Ukraine and regain progress on the 2030 Agenda. 

I thank you.   
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