	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD FORMAT
Independent Expert on human rights and international solidarity
Appointment to be made by the Human Rights Council at its 53rd session, 
provided the mandate itself is extended by the Council



APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5 APRIL 2023 AT 12 NOON GENEVA TIME
· The application process consists of two compulsory parts: 
(1) online survey
 (https://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/838551) 
and 
(2) application form in Word format
 (to be downloaded from https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/sp/hrc53) 
· Once fully completed, in English or French only, the Word application form should be submitted by email to ohchr-hrcspecialprocedures@un.org 
· A maximum of up to three optional letters of support may be attached to the email (in Word or PDF format). 

· No additional documents (e.g., CVs, resumes or additional letters of support) will be accepted. 

· Applicants will receive an acknowledgment email when both parts of the application process, i.e., the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by the Secretariat. 
· Applications will only be considered if both parts and all sections of the Word application form have been completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. No incomplete or late applications will be accepted.
· Candidates eligible for Working Group mandates are only nationals of the States belonging to the regional groups for which specific vacancies have been advertised.
· General description of the selection process and answers to frequently asked questions are available at https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/sp/nominations and https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/sp/basic-information-selection-independent-experts 
· In case of technical difficulties or problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by email (ohchr-hrcspecialprocedures@un.org) or fax (+41 22 917 9008).
I. PERSONAL DATA
	1. Family (last) name: Jha                                                                       
	5. Year of birth: 1955

	2. First (given) name:  Vidya Nath                                                                     
	6. Place of birth: Tegachhia, Bihar, India

	3. Other name, if any:                                                                     
	7. Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): Indian

	4. Gender: Male                                                                            
	8. Any other nationality:      


II. MANDATE-SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200-word limit)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights, and good communication skills (i.e., orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e., Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish).
Completed Bachelor Degree in Medicine & Surgery (MBBS) & Doctor of Medicine (MD) and presently undergoing a Certificate Program in Human Rights. My education in Healthcare services has Human Values at its core hence, relevant to Human Rights. Although my mother tongue is Maithili, I possess a reasonably Good Communication Skills in English (both written and oral).
2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200-word limit)

Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles (please indicate how this was acquired). Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the work of the United Nations or other international or regional organizations in the area of human rights, and particularly in the area of the mandate (please indicate how this was acquired).
Proven work experience in the field of human rights and particularly in the area of the mandate (please indicate years of experience).
I am presently undergoing a Certificate Program in Human Rights and hence, am aware of various provisions of Human Rights Instruments, norms and principles. I have also studied the Human Rights online while writing, compiling (as Editor) and publishing various articles pertaining to it in my magazine "The Counterviews" in the last 5 yrs.
3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200-word limit)

Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights (please explain how such competence was acquired).
I have been a doctor working in the interest of patients for >30 yrs, often attending to some of their individual rights issues. I have also dedicated my services in the charity of the underprivileged & poor people. I however, do not have work experience/projects exclusively as a competent Human Rights representative/activists but I have been author to several articles related to Human Rights.
4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that the candidate has written or public statements, or pronouncements that the candidate has made or events in which the candidate has participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate applied for, in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication: Muted UNHRC Response Encouraging Islamic Genocide
Journal/Publisher: "The Counterviews"
Date of publication: 27 Feb 2023
Web link, if available: https://thecounterviews.com/articles/muted-unhrc-response-encouraging-islamic-genocide/
2. Title of publication: UN Human Rights Commission Becoming Increasingly Irrelevant
Journal/Publisher: "The Counterviews"
Date of publication: 10 Dec 2022
Web link, if available: https://thecounterviews.com/articles/un-human-rights-commission-becoming-increasingly-irrelevant/
3. Title of publication: Failure of the UN in ensuring world peace
Journal/Publisher: "The Counterviews"
Date of publication: 09 July 2022
Web link, if available: https://thecounterviews.com/articles/failure-of-the-un-ensuring-world-peace/
If more than three publications, kindly provide a summary of the rest (200-word limit): 4. "Oppressed Women in Islam", Published in "The Counterviews", Issue 4:12; 01 Dec 2022; Link: https://articles.thecounterviews.com/articles/oppressed-women-in-islam/ 

5. "Factual Islamophobia in the World", "The Counterviews";  Issue 4:05; 15 May 2022; Link: https://articles.thecounterviews.com/articles/factual-islamophobia-in-the-world/

6. "Hate against Hindu, Hinduism and Hindutva"; "The Counterviews"; Issue 3:09; 16 Sep 2021; Link: https://articles.thecounterviews.com/articles/hate-against-hindu-hinduism-hindutva/.

7. "Climate Change: Only Part-Concern of a Larger Enigma"; "Research Gate"; 1 Nov 2022; Link: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/365172404_Climate_Change_Only_Part-Concern_of_a_Larger_Enigma.

8. "Taliban Triumph of Afghanistan: What it means to the World?"; "Research Gate"; 21 Aug 2021; Link: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/354059323_Taliban_Triumph_of_Afghanistan_What_it_means_to_the_World.

9. "Shamefully Biased UN Human Rights Council" "Research Gate" 5 Sep 2021. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/354753650_Shamefully_Biased_UN_Human_Rights_Council?_sg%5B0%5D=u8YgMgYuiIPn3NnIg_Vj3e0iYE3hvrSb5Y8XpxBbXL5IYeyGbbto9-3jmGffvhr71tJAJErUf7Mqfnps_3CTcwgglGihMqFYIHtI4ZuT.mR0nZPhfI9gWShhJIz-S7VEfJS33BQfU65GZ5TfYuafgCkyT_48UR_5X6cG4GNprG78el8z2MmUpG3OnRAaYwQ 

4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that the candidate may have participated in with respect to the mandate applied for, in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event of public statement/pronouncement: TV Debate on "India with Sri Lankan Tamils on Human Rights"
Event organizer: APN News TV Channel
Date of public statement/pronouncement: 12 Sep 2022
Web link, if available: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwWLSCyshlQ
2. Platform/occasion/event of public statement/pronouncement: TV Debate on "Human Rights Violations by Taliban in Afghanistan"
Event organizer: APN News Channel
Date of public statement/pronouncement: 26 Jun 2022
Web link, if available: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mOr2G-poZ-E
3. Platform/occasion/event of public statement/pronouncement: TV Debate "Hate Politics violates Basic Human Rights"
Event organizer: ANB News Channel
Date of public statement/pronouncement: 10 Jun 2022
Web link, if available: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYZ6CLf0WGQ
If more than three, kindly provide a summary of the rest (200-word limit): I am invited regularly as expert on several TV Channels of India to view my opinion/concerns on several topics of current affairs and Human Rights that includes Terrorism, International conflicts/wars, Human Rights situations of Uyghurs in Xinjiang, Buddhists in Tibet, Democratic rights in China/Myanmar; Yezidis in Iraq, Women’s abductions by Boko Haram and Al-Shabab in Nigeria, M-3 atrocities in Congo and so on.
5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200-word limit)

to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, such as participating in Human Rights Council sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York; travelling on two country visits per year; drafting reports according to established deadlines; organizing and participating in consultations and meetings; addressing allegations of human rights violations with all concerned; providing advice to States and other stakeholders on issues related to the mandate; and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. Kindly indicate whether the candidate can dedicate an estimated time of four to six months per year to the work of a mandate depending on its workload. 
Please note that the work of mandate holders is unpaid. Those appointed as mandate holders serve in their personal capacities. They are not United Nations staff members, they are not based in United Nations offices in Geneva or at another United Nations location, and they do not receive a salary or other financial compensation, except for travel expenses and daily subsistence allowance of “experts on mission”. 
I am a retired doctor and a pensioner. I don’t need wages/salary from any other agencies. I am also an Executive Editor of our own non-profit online monthly magazine hence, at no time there could be any conflict of interest. It is a part-time involvement and can be done from anywhere, at my own convenient time. Even if I am away to other countries, I can do editing of articles and forward to our publishing team. I am an experienced writer of reports, articles etc. Hence, It will be easy for me to efficiently prepare any report in minimum time. 

Travelling allownces and Daily subsistence is all that I may need.

6. NOMINATION FOR THE MANDATE
Indicate whether the candidate has been nominated by (check all that apply): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual nominations (select this option if the candidate is self-nominating)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Governments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Regional groups operating within the United Nations human rights system
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International organizations or their offices
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-governmental organizations
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National human rights institutions 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other human rights bodies
Name of the nominating entity and additional information about the nomination (use if applicable, for third-party nominations only) (200-word limit):

Ms Linnea Don, an office bearer of UN Human Rights Commission had recommended me to Join a panel of Human Rights (with replies sent on twitter to Secretary General Mr Guterres and Human Rights too in Feb/March 2022. However, I was advised to apply when the vacancy/requirement were advertised.     
III. Motivation Letter, INCLUDING YOUR VISION OF THE MANDATE
600-word limit. Must be typed in the space below. Cannot be sent in a separate email or as an attachment. To be written by the candidates themselves, even if nominated by another entity.
I am very keen and motivated to undertake promotional works as Independent Expert on human rights and international solidarity anywhere in the world. I have my educational background of a specialist doctor and my approx 30 yrs service of providing Healthcare service to the patients and needy, given me an edge in being humane and approch other individual with empathy and care. My current on-going studies in "Certificate Course in Human Rights" provides me enough understanding of the various instruments of Human Rights and handling of issues arising thereof. I have also studied various provisions of Human Rights while writing, editing and publishing several related articles. I have had several debates with experts in Human Rights on various TV chanels. All these educational and working background will surely be handy in compensating for my relative lack of experience of working or handling a project as a Human Rights representative/activist. 

The world is increasingly faced with issues of Human Rights concerns arising out mostly through the indulgence of some groups and nations through conflicts, wars, terrorism or ideological intolerances. Besides, financial hardships, inequalities in socio-economic status is leading to mass migration from some nations in the recent years. Neglect of women & children in giving their due and torture of the confined are other burning issues and challenges in several nations. 

I will be glad to be a part of Human Rights expert groups in rendering my expertise and effort to alleviate the sufferings in whatever way the UN/UNHRC prescribes. My practical skills (of writing articles and public debates on media) related to the fields of Human Rights gives me adequate knowledge in being a part of the team on the mandate. I will be keen to go to any country so directed by UN/UNHRC to fulfil the given task. I should be able to fulfill my obligations efficiently in monitoring the situation, rendering assistance and reporting on the task awarded.

I am also pained by deliberate distructions of the environment especially by a handful of nations but I am glad that UN and Human Rights has taken cognisance of it and is working with all stakesholders in achieving 'zero carbon emission' in limiting the greenhouse effects causing climate changes in a targetted manner. It is our responsibility to ensure that planet Earth remains inhabitable for generations to come. I have written and published a scientific article on the subject.

I know I have not enough practical experience of working on human rights in public or any of the UN/UNHRC projects but there is always a beginning. I am aware of all provisions of Human Rights. With my knowledge of the Human Rights and my zeal to reach out to the needy in the society and work for them, I should be able to overcome my relative inexperience. I have always dreamt of working for the rights of others by virtue of being their voices. I will be glad to work for the mandate I am applying for. I wish the I get the opportunity to work for the human rights.

IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: Maithili
2. Knowledge of the six official languages of the United Nations:

Arabic: Yes or no: No   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
Chinese: Yes or no: No   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
English: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily
French: Yes or no: No   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      

Russian: Yes or no: No   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
Spanish: Yes or no: No   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
V. EDUCATION
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher, indicating the type of degree and field of study, academic institution and whether full- or part-time; for example, Masters in Law, University of XXX, part-time, 1975-1977, place and country). If space in the table is insufficient, more than one degree may be listed in the additional cell below, separating them by a blank line.
	Name of degree, field of study and name of academic institution, full or part-time:
	Years of attendance

(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003; 

for ongoing education, please put e.g. 2018-present):
	Degree obtained (please indicate YES or NO):
	Place and country:

	Name of degree: Certificate Course in Human Rights
Field of study: Human Rights
Academic institution: Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), New Delhi
Full or part-time: IGNOU course is Part-time 
	Jan 2023 - present
	Not Yet, Degree will be awarded in July 23
	Bangalore Study Centre, India

	Name of degree: Bachelor of Medicine & bachelor of Surgery (MBBS)
Field of study: Medicine
Academic institution: Armed Forces medical College, Pune
Full or part-time: Full Time 
	1974-1979
	Yes
	Pune Univ; India

	Name of degree: Doctor of Medicine (MD)
Field of study: Aerospace Medicine
Academic institution: Institute of Aerospace Medicine (IAM) Bangalore
Full or part-time: Full Time 
	1988-90
	Yes
	Bangalore Univ; India

	Name of degree:      
Field of study:      
Academic institution:      
Full or part-time:       
	     
	
	     

	Name of degree:      
Field of study:      
Academic institution:      
Full or part-time:       
	     
	
	     

	Additional:      
	
	
	


VI. EMPLOYMENT

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held in the area of human rights, beginning with the candidate’s current (or most recent) occupation. Also, indicate whether positions held were full-time or part-time. If space in the table is insufficient, more than one position may be listed in the additional cell below, separating them by a blank line.
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position, full- or part-time:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2005; 
for ongoing activities, please put e.g. 2018-present):
	Place 
and country:

	Name of employer: Magazine "The Counterviews"
Functional title and main functions of position: Executive Editor
Full- or part-time: Part time
	2019-Present
	Bangalore, India

	Name of employer: Ojus Health care Centre
Functional title and main functions of position: Specialst Physician; A Charity Job
Full- or part-time: Part-time
	2015-16
	Bangalore, India

	Name of employer: DRDO, Min of Def; Govt of India
Functional title and main functions of position: Design Scientist in Aerospace Technologies
Full- or part-time: Full Time
	2009-2015
	Bangalore, India

	Name of employer: IAF, Min of Def; Govt of India
Functional title and main functions of position: Specialist Medical Officer; Healthcare
Full- or part-time: Full time
	1979-2009
	Transferable Job, Pan-India.

	Name of employer:      
Functional title and main functions of position:      
Full- or part-time:      
	     
	     

	Name of employer:      
Functional title and main functions of position:      
Full- or part-time:      
	     
	     

	Name of employer:      
Functional title and main functions of position:      
Full- or part-time:      
	     
	     

	Name of employer:      
Functional title and main functions of position:      
Full- or part-time:      
	
	

	Additional:      
	
	


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.
1. Does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause the candidate to limit the extent of inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
No; I have no relationships with any agencies that may bar me from any responsibility.  I have retired from Govt of India in 2015. Thereafter, I have not had any post of salaried employee from any agencies whatsoever. Even my present job of Executive Editor in my magazine "The Counterviews" is part-time, on voluntary basis, with no conflict of interest.
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging the mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
3. Is there any reason, currently or in the past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility, or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which the candidate discharges the mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1? (please answer YES if the candidate complies, NO if the candidate does not comply, together with an explanation).
Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
Yes
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, the candidate will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g., if a candidate holds a decision-making position in a Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures that the candidate will take.
Yes. Principally, there is no conflict of interest at all. Should any such question arise in future for any unforeseen reasons, I undertake to take the side of unbiased Human Rights works as compared to any other.
VIII. CERTIFY AND SUBMIT APPLICATION
To be completed by the candidate. The candidate’s name below should match how it is entered on the first page of the form and in the online survey. 
I hereby certify that all of the statements made in this application are true, complete and are made in good faith. I understand that falsifying or intentionally withholding information will be grounds for not being selected or appointed or the withdrawal of any proposed appointment or, if an appointment has been made and accepted, for its immediate cancellation or termination.

Kindly note that whilst no changes can be made after this application form has been submitted and the deadline for applications has expired, any relevant change of current occupation, employment, or position, or any other relevant fact or circumstance should be brought to the attention of the Secretariat by 
email (ohchr-hrcspecialprocedures@un.org). 
Please review the application before you insert your name and date to indicate your agreement. 
Name: Dr Vidya Nath Jha
Date: 04 Apr 2023
****
� The short online survey is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e., name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity. The same name, gender and nationality must be used both in the online survey and in the Word application form. 


� The application form in Word format includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words (section III of the form). The application form should be completed in English or French only, the two working languages of the United Nations Secretariat. The application form will be used as received to prepare the public list of eligible candidates who applied for the vacancy. The application forms of eligible candidates will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public web page for the selection process. 
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