54th session of the Human Rights Council
Panel discussion on cyberbullying against children

Concept note (as of 22 September 2023)

	Date and venue:
	Wednesday, 27 September 2023, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. (UTC+2)‎
Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva, and online platform (Zoom) 
(will be broadcast live and archived on https://media.un.org/en/webtv)

	Objectives:
	The panel discussion provides an opportunity for members and observers of the Human Rights Council, including United Nations agencies, private sector, experts as well as other relevant stakeholders, including children, to address cyberbullying against children. The panel discussion will in particular: 
(a) Examine the various aspects of “cyberbullying” against children, including children with disabilities; 
(b) Identify the relevant provisions of international human rights law and States’ implementation of these obligations; 
(c) Identify and discuss the role and responsibilities of the private sector in addressing cyberbullying against children, including children with disabilities;
(d) Discuss challenges and good practices in addressing cyberbullying against children, including children with disabilities; 
(e) Discuss what the empowerment of children in the digital sphere means for the responsibilities of States, private sector and other relevant stakeholders.

	Chair: 
	H.E. Mr. Asim Ahmed, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statement:
	Ms. Nada al-Nashif, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights

	Panellists:
	· Mr. Philip Jaffé, Member of the Committee on the Rights of the Child and Director of the Centre for Children’s Rights Studies at the University of Geneva 
· Santa Rose Mary (15 years), child rights advocate from Uganda (video message)
· Mr. Yony Tsouna, Founder and Co-Director of Matzmichim, the Israeli Violence Reduction Organization
· Ms. Deepali Liberhan, Safety Policy Director, Meta (video message)


	Mandate:
	In its resolution 51/10 of 6 October 2022, the Human Rights Council decided to hold at its fifty-fourth session a panel discussion on cyberbullying against children, inviting States, civil society organizations, including children’s organizations, United Nations agencies, the private sector, academia and other relevant stakeholders, ensuring participation of children themselves, to address the implementation of the obligations of States under relevant provisions of international human rights law and to discuss challenges and best practices in this regard, and to make it fully accessible. The Human Rights Council also requested the High Commissioner to submit a report to the Council at its fifty-sixth session and consider the outcomes of the panel discussion when preparing the report. 

	Format: 
	The panel discussion will be limited to two hours. The opening statement and initial presentations by the panellists will be followed by a two-part interactive discussion and by conclusions from the panellists. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for the podium, which will cover the opening statement, panellists’ presentations, their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for two segments of interventions from the floor, with each segment consisting of interventions from 12 States and observers, 1 national human rights institution and 2 non-governmental organizations. Each speaker will have two minutes to raise issues and to ask panellists questions. Panellists will respond to questions and comments during the remaining time available.
The list of speakers for the discussion will be established through the online inscription system and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups of States will be moved to the beginning of the list. Delegates who have not been able to take the floor due to time constraints will be able to upload their statements on the online system to be posted on the HRC Extranet. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Accessibility:
	In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to promote their full participation in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, the panel discussion will be webcast and made accessible. International sign interpretation and real-time captioning in English will be provided and webcast. Participants can access live English captioning on the Streamtext web page https://www.streamtext.net/player?event=CFI-UNOG during the event itself. Hearing loops are available for collection from the Secretariat desk. Oral statements may be embossed in Braille from any of the six official languages of the United Nations, upon request and following the procedure described in the Accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities (https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/accessibility).

	Background:
	“Cyberbullying” is generally used to describe situations where someone repeatedly and over time uses technology to demean, inflict harm, humiliate or cause pain to another person. As a category of bullying, cyberbullying can affect anyone, regardless of age. It may involve name calling, threats, sharing private or embarrassing photos, or excluding others. Cyberbullying can take place on social media, online forums, emails, messaging platforms, gaming platforms and mobile phones. While cyberbullying has generated increased attention in the last two decades, it has no clear and agreed-upon definition and there is a lack of uniformity in how the problem is understood. Cyberbullying can involve a range of acts of various levels of gravity, which makes it a broad concept. 
At the intersection of bullying and digital technologies, cyberbullying involves some unique features of the digital environment that can lead to specific concerns and challenges in how to address it. These features include the vast size of the potential audience, the continuous access, the permanence of online content, the ease of copying material and distributing it widely, and the lack of oversight of online behaviour. 
Addressing cyberbullying against children needs to take children’s rights as the starting point. The rights of every child must be respected, protected and fulfilled in the digital environment, which should support, promote and protect their safe and equitable engagement. As has been specified by the Convention and the Committee on the Rights of the Child in its general comment No. 25, in all actions regarding the provision, regulation, design, management and use of the digital environment, four principles should guide the implementation of rights: the best interests of every child; non-discrimination; right to life, survival and development; and respect for the views of the child. From a children’s rights perspective, cyberbullying may have implications on a child’s rights to freedom from violence (art. 19); education (arts. 28 and 29); freedom of expression (art. 13); freedom from interference with privacy and correspondence (art. 16); access to information (art. 17); a ‘full and decent life,’ including ‘active participation’ of a child with disabilities (art. 23); right to the highest attainable standard of health (art. 24); appropriate measures for recovery and social reintegration after suffering abuse (art. 39); and the right of a child accused of or convicted of a criminal offence to be treated with dignity and worth with the aim of reintegration and contribution to society (art. 40), as well as respect for the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents and caregivers (art. 5). 
The private sector holds considerable resources and power in the digital space. In view of their business activities on children and children’s rights, the private sector’s responsibility to respect children’s rights, also in the context of cyberbullying, is central. The United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGPs) provide a framework to conceptualize responsible business conduct in the technology sector, in accordance with international human rights law, including children’s rights.
In recent years, there is an increasing recognition that addressing cyberbullying against children goes hand in hand with the responsibility of States and private sector in empowering children in the digital sphere, including digital empowerment and facilitating their active participation. This can be witnessed amongst others in statements by international, regional and national human rights mechanisms in the area of children’s rights, as well as in national, regional and international strategies and recommendations in this area.
The panel discussion provides an opportunity for States, private sector, experts and children themselves, to discuss challenges and best practices on how to address cyberbullying through empowering children.

	Background documents:
	· Committee on the Rights of the Child, General comment No. 13 (2011) on the right of the child to freedom from all forms of violence (CRC/C/GC/13)
· Committee on the Rights of the Child, General comment No. 25 (2021) on children’s rights in relation to the digital environment (CRC/C/GC/25)
· Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, General comment No. 4 (2016) on the right to inclusive education (CRPD/C/GC/4)
· African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, Day of General Discussion of Children’s Rights in the Digital World, Outcome Statement of 2022 and 2023
· Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children, Background paper on protecting children from bullying and cyberbullying (2016)
· Report of the Secretary-General on protecting children from bullying (A/73/265, 2018)
· Report of the Secretary-General on protecting children from bullying (A/71/213, 2016)
· Publication by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children:  Ending the torment: Tackling bullying from schoolyard to cyberspace
· Report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children (A/HRC/34/45, 2017)
· 5Rights Foundation, Our Rights in a Digital Word: A snapshot of children’s views 
· Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the right to privacy in the digital age (A/HRC/48/31), 2021)
· Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on support systems to ensure community inclusion of persons with disabilities, including as a means of building forward better after the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic (A/HRC/52/52, 2023)
· Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to privacy, on artificial intelligence and privacy, and children’s privacy, (A/HRC/46/37, 2021)
· UNICEF (2022), Legislating for the digital age - Global guide on improving legislative frameworks to protect children from online sexual exploitation and abuse
· UNICEF (2020), Children’s rights-by-design: a new standard for data use by tech companies (Issue brief on the duties of tech companies under the Convention on the Rights of the Child)
· Council of Europe, Guidelines to respect, protect and fulfil the rights of the child in the digital environment (Recommendation CM/Rec(2018)7 of the Committee of Ministers)
· European Network of Ombudspersons for Children, Children’s Rights in the Digital Environment, European Network of Ombudspersons for Children (ENOC) Member Questionnaire Findings (2019)
· European Network of Ombudspersons for Children, Position Statement on “Children’s Rights in the Digital Environment" (2019)



1
