ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO SWITZERLAND (FIRST BATCH)

GERMANY
· How does Switzerland ensure and verify that pre-trial custody is only ordered when appropriate and that public defenders also engage in a review of the conditions of detention?
· How does Switzerland ensure that - in case of psychiatric hospitalizations and the placement of minors for welfare reasons – their interests (including the right to privacy and self-determination) are fully protected, placements kept as short as possible and that caregivers and others are involved appropriately?

PORTUGAL on behalf of the Group of Friends on NMIRFs
1. Could the State-under-review describe its national mechanism or process responsible for coordinating the implementation of accepted UPR recommendations and the monitoring of progress and impact?
1. Could the State-under-review elaborate specifically on how is the collaboration of its national mechanism with other stakeholders, such as National Human Rights Institutions, CSO, the judiciary and parliamentarians?
1. Has the State-under-review established a dedicated ‘national mechanism for implementation, reporting and follow-up’ (NMIRF) covering UPR recommendations, but also recommendations/observations generated by the UN human rights Treaty Bodies, the Special Procedures and relevant regional mechanisms, which, inter alia, clusters all the above, manages them in national databases, coordinates implementation actions across government, monitors progress and impact, and then streamline reporting procedures back to the UN? If so, could the State-under-review briefly share its experience on creating such mechanism, including challenges faced and lessons learnt, as well as any plans or needs to strengthen the NMIRF in the future?

SLOVENIA
1. What measures are in place to combat ageism and eliminate age discrimination in all its forms, and to protect the human rights of older persons?
1. Are foreign nationals that have been involuntary placed in psychiatric establishments due to mental health issues systematically informed of their right to consular assistance? Is information about such cases of involuntary hospitalisation provided to the home-country authorities or the relevant Embassy or Consulate?

PANAMA
1. What legislative and policy measures are put in place to prevent and combat all forms of violence against children, in particular sexual violence, bullying and violence in the digital environment?
1. The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination recommended that Switzerland take steps to prevent, condemn and combat racial hate speech directed at the groups that were the most at risk of racial discrimination, including such speech when it was conveyed over the Internet and social media and used by public figures, and ensure that all reported cases of racial hate speech were investigated effectively. We would be grateful if Switzerland could provide an update on the progress made in the implementation of this recommendation.
1. What steps have been taken to promote increased women’s representation at all levels of public administration, particularly in decision-making positions, as well as in management roles in the private sector?

LIECHTENSTEIN
1. What steps has Switzerland taken to accede to the first Optional Protocol to the In-ternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights?
1. What steps has Switzerland taken to implement Liechtenstein’s recommendation from the previous cycle of the UPR that have been accepted by Switzerland, notably recommendation 147.17?


