ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO THE BAHAMAS (SECOND BATCH)

LIECHTENSTEIN
What steps has the Bahamas taken to ratify the Rome Statute in its 2010 version?
What steps has the Bahamas taken to ratify the Optional Protocols to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, as well as the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure?
What steps has the Bahamas taken towards the full and legal abolition of the death penalty?
What steps has the Bahamas taken to join the Code of Conduct regarding Security Council action against genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes, as elaborated by the Accountability, Coherence and Transparency Group (ACT)?

BELGIUM

· Is the government of the Bahamas considering to ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons, the Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness as well as the ILO Convention on Domestic Workers (n° 189)?

· As a strong proponent of the abolition of the death penalty, Belgium welcomes the fact that no execution has taken place in Bahamas since 2000 and that death sentences were commuted. Will the government of the Bahamas, as a next step, reduce the offences for which the death penalty may be imposed to the most serious crimes? Is the government considering to ratify the Second Optional protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights aiming at the abolition of the death penalty?

· Belgium is concerned about the prevalence of corporal punishment as a widely accepted means of disciplining children at school and at home. Is the government of the Bahamas planning to prohibit all forms of corporal punishment of children and adolescents in all settings and to strengthen awareness-raising programs, in order to promote non-violent forms of child-rearing and discipline?

· Belgium welcomes the various efforts to address gender-based violence. What other steps will the government of the Bahamas take to address the high prevalence of gender-based violence? Are the Bahamas considering criminalizing marital rape in all circumstances? 

· Belgium welcomes the Supreme Court’s judgment of May 2020, allowing children born in the Bahamas to acquire nationality upon birth when one of their parents was Bahamian, regardless of the parents’ marital status. Will the government of the Bahamas amend national laws in order to grant women and men’s equal ability to confer nationality to children?

PANAMA
· What steps have been taken by the Bahamas to integrate a gender and human rights-based approach into national policies and programmes on disaster risk reduction and climate change?

· In lights of the information provided in paragraph 27 of its national report, could the Bahamas please provide an update regarding any ongoing public consultations on the Draft legislation to amend the Sexual Offences Act to criminalize marital rape?

· What is the state of play of the ‘Nationality Bill 2022, which seeks to promote gender equality in the transmission of citizenship?
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· What steps is the government taking to prevent and respond to gender-based violence, particularly domestic and intimate partner violence?

