ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO ISRAEL (THIRD BATCH)

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 01945-10-24
· Robust civil society is essential to democratic societies.  How is the Government of Israel working to protect and enable the work of human rights defenders in Israel, and in the West Bank and Gaza?

· We welcome Israel’s commitment as part of the Summit for Democracy to promote the rights of persons with disabilities.  How is the government of Israel assisting this community through social services, and what further work can be done to support them in Israel and in multilateral fora through which Israel engages?

· Israel’s law does not allow for same-sex marriage, and there are continued reports that LGBTQI+ persons continue to experience discrimination and harassment.  How is the government working to ensure the equal rights of LGBTQI+ persons are protected? 

SPAIN

· What measures is the Government of Israel taking to avoid the excessive use of force by the police and the armed forces in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem? 

· Is the Government of Israel considering the establishment of policies to stop the violence of extremist Israeli settlers, and make them accountable when crimes are committed? Is the Government considering reparation in those cases?

· When will Israel create a national human rights institution in accordance with the Paris Principles?

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
· Less than 1.5% of Palestinian permits for construction in Area C are approved, while only 13% of East Jerusalem is zoned for Palestinian construction. Can Israel please explain what steps it is taking to ensure there is a clearly defined and transparent process for Palestinian construction in the OPTs, and how it will ensure that land settlement of title procedures are implemented equitably? 

· The UK notes that although rates of settler violence have increased year-on-year since 2016, only 3% of cases filed since 2005 led to a conviction. What concrete measures  is Israel taking to ensure that perpetrators of settler violence are held accountable for their crimes?

· According to human rights groups, Israel is currently holding an estimated 1016 Palestinian detainees in administrative detention as of this month (April 2023), including 11 children, the highest number since May 2003. Will Israel commit to either charging or releasing administrative detainees, and using the measure only as an exceptional security measure, in line with International Law?

· Israel’s long history as a democratic state, including a thriving civil society, is one of its great strengths, and we continue to make the case that a strong, vibrant civil society is in Israel’s own interest. Will Israel refrain from taxing foreign government donations to civil society organisations?
