Question 3
<<Environmental and social regulation of the mineral sector is primarily based on the RA Law on Environmental Impact Assessment and Expert Examination, 2014 (EIA Law) and the RA Mining Code, 2012.

The inclusion of environmental and social provisions in the RA Mining Code is in line with modern mining law development, while it requires strict alignment with other legislation, not to add complexity and confusion around requirements and implementation responsibilities.

Overall, the legal framework, and in particular the EIA Law, is sophisticated and includes most, if not all, concepts and methods that one may wish to see in that the goal being to anticipate, prevent or mitigate potential negative impacts on the environment or human health and well-being. Key principles guiding the preparation of assessments and expert examinations are in line with the concepts of sustainable development. 
General provisions of relevance in the RA Mining Code include that a mining project proponent or operator must undertake measures for: protection of the environment, water basins, soil, fauna and flora; and respecting the regime of special protected national parks. The mine operator must reclaim land, and manage waste adequately and overall observe and abide by the provisions on expert examination of the environmental impact assessment. The Code refers to other law, including the EIA Law, for further regulation.

The EIA Law classifies types of planned activities into two categories (A, B) based on descending scale and impact on the environment and with different assessment procedures for each category.

All mining projects are classified as Category A. In addition to defining general EIA principles and procedures, the EIA Law also introduces the concept of strategic assessment, and defines activities subject to strategic assessment (mining is included within the activities subject to strategic assessment). The Law defines strategic assessment as the process of evaluating the possible total and cumulative impact of the proposed project. Other special assessments include economic assessment of environmental damage, assessment of ecosystem services as well as assessment of financial compensation for environmental damage and liability. Methodologies and guidelines for these assessments are however still in the process of development.

The EIA law also has provisions on transboundary impact assessment, including expert examination and international cooperation, in accordance with the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context which was ratified by Armenia in 1996.

Inspections to assess compliance with environmental regulations are carried out once per 1-3 years. If complaints are made (by nearby communities, NGOs or other organizations), additional inspections may be conducted. Mining companies are as yet not obliged to carry-out self-monitoring.>>

