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Guiding questions

1.	What efforts have been made or are planned to address the recommendations of the latest report of the Secretary-General on the issue of child, early and forced marriage (A/77/282)? Please, provide information, inter alia, on measures to: 

a) Address the root causes of child, early and forced marriage including social norms, gender inequalities and stereotypes;
CARE’s decade long (2013-2023) Tipping Point project addressed child marriage through a dynamic process of innovation, insight, and influence through advocacy. With the generous support of the Kendeda Fund, the project focused on identifying the root causes of child marriage and facilitated innovative strategies to create alternative paths for adolescent girls in village and sub-districts in Bangladesh and Nepal with particularly high rates of child marriage. The Tipping Point promoted the rights of adolescent girls through community level programming and evidence generation in Nepal and Bangladesh, and multi-level advocacy and cross learning efforts across the globe.

CARE has developed new and strong relationships with a diverse range of actors – donors, policymakers, researchers, activists, national and international NGOs in local and global arenas for action on ending child, early and forced marriage. Tipping Point’s influencing strategy sought to use learning and documentation from field experience to support action by local, national, and global coalitions, activists, and decision makers against child, early and forced marriage. 

Advocacy efforts extended beyond a focus on formal policies - such as age of marriage laws - to include efforts to influence social and cultural institutions that drive gender discrimination and contribute to child marriage. Specifically in the US foreign policy context, CARE co-chairs the Girls Not Brides USA (GNB USA) coalition, a leading US based coalition which is part of the Girls Not Brides Global Network. Over the past year, GNB and CARE have engaged strategically with key US Government (USG) officials through meetings, events, and key moments to encourage implementation of financial and policy commitments to prevent child marriage and support married adolescents. For example, CARE and fellow co-chairs, International Center for Research on Women (ICRW) and the former International Women’s Health Coalition (IWHC), led the coalition in developing and disseminating a detailed policy memo outlining steps the USG government could take to integrate child marriage prevention and response into key development sectors and diplomatic efforts. The key messages from the memo were shared with staff from various parts of the USG at an inter-agency consultation co-hosted by GNB in July 2014. Another goal of the project was to broaden the discourse amongst donors, researchers, and policy makers beyond focusing only on access to education and poverty eradication and towards addressing root causes, tackling social norms, addressing issues of sexuality, applying a comprehensive approach and addressing the needs of married girls. As such, Tipping Point plans to document and disseminate research and programming findings amongst a broad audience, to help expand the conversation.

b) Ensure access to education, decent work, social protection, health services, including sexual and reproductive health, for girls and women who are affected or at risk, who are already married or in informal unions, who have fled such a marriage or union, whose marriage has dissolved, and widowed girls or women who were married as girls; 

One of the approaches CARE uses to address CEFM is an integrated approach to girls’ wellbeing and empowerment. CARE helps married and unmarried girls broaden their life opportunities not just through access to formal and informal or accelerated education but also by opening economic opportunities for girls through Youth Savings & Loan Associations (YSLAs), financial literacy, skills training, and market linkages. Having an income, or helping with family businesses, contributes to reducing economic pressures for early marriage and shifts perceptions about girls’ roles.

CARE also works to increase access to quality education relevant to girls’ needs: CARE ensures quality schooling for children, particularly girls. Our programs strengthen the capacity and resiliency of education systems and offer out-of-school children a second chance to access education. Through relevant formal and accelerated education, girls develop skills to earn an income through wage or self-employment. 

In parallel to working on the social norms that restrict women and adolescent girls from accessing SRHR services, girls and women are supported to explore ways to advocate for their rights to access SRHR services and information. 

c) [bookmark: _Hlk165629459]Guarantee protection measures, remedies and support services for survivors; 

CARE’s work in CEFM expands to focus on strengthening protection measures for survivors, actual and potential. Working directly or with partners to provide support services to survivors is a core component of projects such as Martawa Zuromaye in Nigeria [Department of State (DOS) funded, 2020-2024], and Ending Violence against Women and Girls in Egypt [USAID funded, 2023-2028]. The project in Nigeria has actively engaged local leaders, including religious leaders, to convene discourses and discussions on CEFM, its medical, social and psychological harms, among communities. The strategy of using socially accepted authorities to initiate and lead discussions on the ills of CEFM has led to encouraging positive results such as an increase in the number of girls finishing school, and a significant drop in the number of girls getting married at early ages. To ensure the uptake of protection-focused policies, such as the Violence Against People Prohibition (VAPP) Act in Nigera and the Child Protection Law (CPL) in Egypt, the project focused on full implementation of the laws, including awareness and education campaigns to build widespread understanding of the government’s political priority to end CEFM. Support services include referring survivors and linking them to women’s and girls’ safe spaces. 

d) Implement child- and gender-responsive budgeting to support effective measures to eradicate child, early and forced marriage. 

CARE’s impact brief looks in greater depth at the numerous positive benefits girls’ experience when the risk of child marriage is reduced. This reviewed seven projects focused on addressing social norms which limit girls’ choices about their futures, through the lens of CEFM, health or education. It shares findings from programs in Bangladesh, Benin, Ethiopia, Honduras, Mali, Nepal and Somalia.   
What have we accomplished? 
· Child marriage decreased: In Bangladesh, Tipping Point reduced girls’ risk of child marriage by 63% among those who attended 36-40 sessions. In Ethiopia, Abdiboru reduced early marriage by 44% compared to 36% in the control group. In Benin, PROJEUNES reduced the proportion of girls married early by 34 percentage points.  
· Girls’ mobility increased: In Nepal and Bangladesh, participating girls’ mobility increased significantly, even in the midst of COVID-19 lockdowns. 
· Teen pregnancies decreased:  In Benin, PROJEUNES halved the birth rate among adolescent girls. In Somalia, SOMGEP-T had a major impact in reducing teenage pregnancies, with only 0.1% of the participating girls became mothers before the age of 16, compared to 6.3% in the comparison group. 
· More girls are accessing education and succeeding at school: In Somalia, participants in girls’ leadership clubs in schools had significantly higher gains in learning outcomes.  

2.	What prevention mechanisms have proved effective to eradicate child, early and forced marriage? Please include examples of promising practices and challenges encountered on engaging family members, religious, traditional and community leaders, in raising awareness about, and countering child, early and forced marriage.

The prevention approaches included: building solidarity networks of girls, connecting them with women’s rights organisations; strengthening girls’ capacity for negotiation individually and jointly; working with different stakeholders at the community level, such as girls’ groups, to discusscontent on dreams and aspirations, communication skills, adolescent sexual and reproductive health and economic empowerment capacity building. 

Girl-led actions were the most effective as it engaged girls in bringing issues of discrimination into the public and challenged social norms related to gender inequality and restrictions on girls. 

Engaging boys approaches focused on capacity building to reflect on masculinity related norms, take actions for gender equality at home and in the community and also become positive role models for change.

Engagement with fathers and mothers in separate groups inspired discussions related to rights of children, fatherhood, communication with adolescents, risks and benefits of child marriage and honor and social sanctions related subjects.

Similar reflections happened with religious leaders, schoolteachers and opinion leaders in the community who also supported girl-led actions. 

The challenge is mainly getting the buy-in of the community leaders for such intervention, like SRHR and CEFM. 

Moreover, investment in girls’ voice and leadership to address broader structural barriers started with individual life skills within girls’ collectives before creating space and opportunity for girls’ advocacy and activism alongside their allies to shift discriminatory practices, policies, and laws. Projects then pushed further by ensuring the process itself centered what girls want, identified their own priorities within issues that affect their lives, how they wish to connect with others to achieve their vision, and where they would like to take action – whether that was what the project expected or not. Individual and collective voice are a vital part of girls’ protection against child marriage. 

3.	What kind of approaches and tools have been used to collect disaggregated data on child, early and forced marriages, as well as informal unions? 
The monitoring, evaluation, and learning (MEL) approach for the CEFM initiative is driven by a focus on facilitating innovation and prioritizing learning. The MEL design is built on Developmental and Feminist evaluation principles.

4.	Have digital technologies and tools been used to address child, early and forced marriage? If so, please share promising practices, challenges and possible solutions. 

We used Amplio talking books to reach adolescents and women in the most remote areas with a pre-recorded SRH and life skill message in their languages. We have used it to initiate discussion on sensitive messages that a facilitator might find it difficult to discuss, including social norms.

The Amplio Talking Book is a battery-powered audio device specifically designed for rural, low-literacy communities which often lack reliable electricity or equitable access to information. Talking Books put knowledge in the hands of those who need it most and share consistent, quality messages in local languages.
For more information on the learnings  please visit Learning brief Closing info gaps Talking Book.pdf

5.	Are digitalized birth and marriage registration systems being used in your country, requiring mandatory registration of all births and marriages, including childbirths at home and marriages under customary and religious laws? Do these digitalized registration systems allow to verify digitally birth certificates, before registering any marriage? 
This was not addressed in this project.

6.	What other innovative strategies have been used to address child, early and forced marriage, as well as informal unions and collect data on this practice in your country?
Girls in Action is CARE’s model for girl-led action to shift social norms. It helps girls voice their choices and opinions and come together as a movement to advocate for their rights. Working with mentors drawn from their own communities, girls are taken through a four-step process where they decide what they wish to address and together are supported to implement their actions, monitor progress and evaluate their efforts. For Further information about the girls in Action Model. Please click here, Girls in Action_model.pdf 

Organized diffusion is a systematic sharing of program knowledge by participants through social networks for wider scale-up. Organized diffusion is key for expanding community awareness of harmful practices and changing the social norms that sustain them.  TESFA+ OD Brief.pdf
