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Introduction

If we asked an average citizen from the general population about the arranged or child marriages, he would say that it used to be very common and that today, in the 21st century, it no longer happens. Unfortunately, the numbers deny us. Data presented by UN Women, a specialized UN agency for the promotion of gender equality and women's empowerment, indicate that there are currently 750 million women who entered marriage or unions similarto marriage before the age of 18.
The consequences for the girls who have not reached marriageable age can be enormous and affect not only their personal health, but also the quality of life of themselves and their families, and also the entire social community.

Association “Centre for Integrative Inclusion of Roma men and women Otaharin” in the field of children’s rights
Association “Centre for Integrative Inclusion of Roma men and women Otaharin” has been working for 18 years to improve the quality of life of the most vulnerable categories, with an emphasis on Roma women and children. Through the efforts of the Association, various referral mechanisms were established and operated with the aim of protecting these categories of society.
· Working group for the child safety protection;
On the initiative of the Association "Otaharin”, the working group for the child safety protection was formed in November 2014, and it consisted of the following institutional and organizational representatives: City Administration of the City of Bijeljina, Social Work Centre in Bijeljina, Healthcare Centre in Bijeljina, District Prosecutor's Office of Bijeljina, Primary Court of Bijeljina, Public Safety Centre of Bijeljina, Border Police of Bijeljina, Active of Elementary Schools Principals of Bijeljina, Centre for providing free legal assistance (office in Bijeljina), Women's association "Roma woman” Bijeljina and Association "Otaharin" Bijeljina.

A coordinator of the Working Group is the Social Work Centre representative ofthe city of Bijeljina.


The target group includes all children aged 0 to 18, who are at medium or high risk when it comes to their safety. Criteria for medium and high risk are defined based on a detailed and combined assessment of three main factors of the child's condition: risk, vulnerability and protective factors. The main goal of the Working Group is the protection of children, implementation and observance of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in accordance with the Universal Indicators for the well-being of children in the areas of safety, health, care and inclusion, in accordance with the Law on Social Protection of the Republic of Srpska, the Law on child protection, the Law on protection and treatment of children and minors in criminal proceedings of the Republic of Srpska, the Law on the protection of personal data of Bosnia and Herzegovina and other legal and sub-legal acts that are relevant to the specific matter. The work and activities of the Working Group are carried out through the implementation of the following steps: case identification, referral/proposition of cases of medium and/or high-risk children. Meetings of the Working Group are organized once every two months, where cases are proposed and analyzed, action plans are made and responsibilities are assigned to the members. The cases are mostly complex to the point that they cannot be solved without multidisciplinary approach.

· Protocol for dealing with children found begging in the area of ​​the city of Bijeljina;
This Protocol was signed in 2012, at the initiative of the Association of Citizens "Otaharin", by this Association and three institutions: the City of Bijeljina, the Social Work Centre and the Public Safety Centre. The goal of this document was to ensure the best possible cooperation and work of competent entities in the area of ​​the City of Bijeljina in the fight against child begging and their protection, respecting the best interests of the child, and guided by the principles of respect for legality, openness to the public, responsibility, efficiency and professional expertise of the participants. The plan was to achieve this goal by organizing anti-begging actions in which everyone who signed the Protocol participated. However, the document was not elaborated, and therefore not applicable in practice.
For this reason, this document was revised by the end of 2017, and signed on February 20, 2018. The revised document is innovative and comprehensive. It elaborates all preventive measures, as well as the actions of each institution when a given situation occurs.
The Revised Protocol on the Action and Cooperation of Competent Subjects in the Protection and Care of Children Found Begging in the City of Bijeljina is a legally binding document that provides guidelines for the actions of all subjects dealing with children and families, both from the public and civil sectors, with the aim of common action and work on the protection of a child caught begging, in accordance with the rights of the child. It refers to the actions of all officials and other experts who, in the area of ​​the City of Bijeljina, perform tasks of importance for the protection of children caught begging (police, municipal police, Social Work Centre, other institutions and providers of social protection services, healthcare institutions, educational institutions, judicial bodies, citizens' associations, etc.).
This document incorporates the basic principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child: the right to live, survival and development, non-discrimination, the best interest and participation of the child, as well as the principle of least interference arising from the Convention, the constitutional principle of proportionality and the Family Law.
The protocol applies to all children who are caught begging in the area of ​​the City of Bijeljina, namely children who have their residence or stay in Bijeljina, as well as children who are caught in the area of ​​the City of Bijeljina, regardless of whether they are citizens of BiH, foreign citizens or children with no citizenship.
The general goal of the Protocol is to improve the well-being of children by creating conditions for a safe stay and working on the street that is beneficial for children, by preventing and precluding circumstances and situations that expose children to unsafe and other possible or actually harmful ways of living and working on the street, and implementing a quick and coordinated procedure that protects the child from abuse and violence and provides the appropriate protection and rehabilitation.

· Mobile intervention team;
Mobile intervention team (MIT) represents one of the referral mechanisms in the area of ​​the City of Bijeljina. It was formed in 2011 on the initiative of the Association "Centre for Integrative Inclusion of Roma men and women Otaharin" and was constituted of the institutional/organizational representatives: 
- The Social Work Centre,
- The City Administration,
- The Elementary Schools,
- The Association "Centre for Integrative Inclusion of Roma Men and Women Otaharin" (Daycare centre).
The MIT coordinator is a representative of the Social Work Centre of the City of Bijeljina.
MIT represents a team consisted of various profiles experts, who act with a multidisciplinary approach in cases of risk of dropping out of school, identified in students of different ages. The target groups of this referral mechanism are:
- children who are included in the school system, but do not regularly attend classes,
- children who are of school age, but have never been included in the school system,
- children who have reached psychophysical maturity for enrollment in the 1st grade,
- children from marginalized groups who attend classes regularly, but are at risk of dropping out,
- children who show undesirable forms of behavior at school, as well as their families.
MIT visits are organized once a month, during the school year (about eight visits per a year). On average, eight families are visited during one visit, and families are often revisited (depending on the problem). On an annual level, on average, 50 different families are visited, as well as 100 or more children of school and preschool age.
Mode of action
Timely identification of students who are at risk of leaving school early/not entering the school system (not enrolling in school at all) represents the first, very important step in the process of systemic action to solve this problem. Namely, when it comes to students who are already attending school, it is very important to determine in a timely manner which students attend classes irregularly and may end up dropping out. When it comes to children who are psychophysically mature for enrollment in the first grade, the list of children that the City Administration sends to schools and the monitoring of enrollment by the schools are of crucial importance.
The most important role in identification is played by the teachers, that is, heads of classes. In addition to the fact that they should know each student in the class, it is necessary to get to know their family circumstances and all other factors that condition regular attendance. It is primarily important to establish to what extent the family from which the student comes is functional, as well as ready to cooperate and create a partnership relationship with the school. After the teacher/head of class has taken all the necessary measures, and the absenteeism has continued, the professional workers at the school (pedagogue, psychologist, social worker, special education teacher) are informed about the problem, and they further involve the multisectoral school team in solving the problem.
Precisely because of the complexity of the problem and the influence of numerous factors, the full professional engagement of each MIT member within their domain is important, as well as the dynamic mutual cooperation, all in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child and in accordance with the Law on Basic Discipline and Education of the Republic of Srpska.
Association "Otaharin" is trying to formalize this team at the local level, and currently it is under the leadership of the Social Work Centre within the project supported by WorldVision Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Child marriage
Although the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child was adopted on November 20, 1989. with the aim of enabling children to reach their full potential and was one of the most ratified international documents, many children in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in the world were still denied access to these rights, and were unable to live a life worthy of a child. Girls are still married by agreement, parents or guardians usually get money for it, and they enter a vicious circle which is almost impossible to leave.

According to the current laws in Bosnia and Herzegovina, marriage is defined as a joint life between a woman and a man. Marriage brings with it certain changes and responsibilities that mature people do not handle easily. Imagine what it is like for children who have just entered into a "married relationship".

An early/arranged marriage is considered to be any marriage or union of life concluded before the age of 18. In Bosnia and Herzegovina, the law allows children over the age of 16 to marry, but with the consent of their parents/guardians. Looking at the legal framework and international standards, it is clear that the intention is to protect children and the fact that those under the age of 18 are not physically and emotionally mature enough to deal with the serious challenges that marriage brings with it is acknowledged.

The city of Bijeljina is a city that is developing at a high speed and a city that has supported the work of the Association "Otaharin" for many years. Despite this, the Day Center, which operates as a service of the Otaharin Association, is not part of the city's budget and is financed through various projects. In the reporting period, Otaharin registered a total of 442 beneficiaries of the social services. Out of this number 177 are adults, while 263 are children. Out of the total number of children beneficiaries, 159 are enrolled in primary and secondary schools while 27 children are out of the school system. All children are at potential risk of becoming victims of human trafficking, with emphasis on forced begging and child marriage. 
The social services that directly focus on improving access to quality education are as follows: school boxes and bags at the beginning of the school year for all children; school supplies at the beginning of the school year and during the school year when needed (teachers write notes what kind ofschool supplies the child needs).In addition, workshops with different contents – educational, hygiene, Healing and Education Through the Arts (HEART), creative, etc. are held.
 
The association "Otaharin" has been dealing with the fact that child marriages are reality and that they happen very close to us as well. From 2017 until today, 25 child marriages that took place in Bijeljina have been reported to the competent institutions. Of all of the reported cases, only two girls were saved, but not before they became mothers and victims of domestic violence. The other girls were not that "lucky". Most of them left Bosnia and Herzegovina after getting "married", and the institutions of our country failed to provide them protection. In order to protect children / girls and their best interests, it is necessary to take into account all the elements of each individual case in which a child marries, first of all bearing in mind that in a large number of cases, child marriages have elements of child trafficking. It is normal for us to ask ourselves why? Why were these girls left without protection? Unfortunately, arranged marriages are attributed to the traditions of the nation, which is unacceptable. Most of the institutions responsible for the protection of children do not delve deeper into the analysis of the causes and consequences of a child marriage, and they justify their lack of interest by saying that it is the Roma tradition. Not enough attention is paid to the position of girls from other marginalized groups and girls living in rural areas as well, but the lack of interest in the lives of Roma girls is astonishing. Everyone closes their eyes... elementary schools and pedagogical workers in the country where elementary education is mandatory close their eyes to the empty school desk where a Roma girl sat just until yesterday; the police and social work centres turn a blind eye to Roma girls and/or boys begging in the dead of night, and even medical workers turn their heads the other way when they see a Roma girl in advanced pregnancy. All of the points aboveindicate the burning problem for which a systemic solution must be found.

[bookmark: _Hlk123026229]As one of the ways to protect the best interests of children at risk, including children who may be victims of child marriage, is the Shelter for children at risk. At the end of the 2019 and trough 2020 and 2021 Otaharin undertaken actions to upgrade the referral mechanism in City of Bijeljina and to encircle protection of the children by forming Shelter for Children at Risk in the City of Bijeljina. Although the advocacy and lobbing for this initiative was burden with the pandemic situation Otaharin succeeded to obtain the decision of the City Assembly on establishing of the Shelter. In year 2021 the Mayor of Bijeljina formed Working Group for the Establishment of the Shelter for Children at Risk in the City of Bijeljina which prepared elaborate on shelter’s establishment. During the process Otaharin secured the support of some donors who are willing to partially support costs of the Shelter establishment, but we were continuously facing the obstacles in the process mainly caused by serious level of political instability at level of the local government due to the political differences and conflict between Mayor and City Assembly majority. 
Finally, we would like to point out that a child is a child. Regardless of origin, skin color, level of education, a child deserves a happy childhood. Child marriage does not bring anything good, and systemic solutions must be found to protect children from this form of violation of their basic rights.
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