

Inter-Religious Council of Ethiopia (IRCE) Report on progress towards ending child, early and forced marriage 

1. What efforts have been made or are planned to address the recommendations of the latest report of the Secretary-General on the issue of child, early and forced marriage (A/77/282)? Please, provide information, inter alia, on measures to: 

a) address the root causes of child/CM, early and forced marriage including social norms, gender inequalities and stereotypes;

The Inter-Religious Council of Ethiopia/IRCE in collaboration with UNICEF/Ethiopia signed a project agreement on 31/03/2022 entitled, “Strengthening the Capacities of Religious Institutions and their Leadership in Ethiopia to end child marriage, FGM and Prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse through awareness raising and addressing social and gender norms reinforcing harmful practices and gender inequality at individual, community and institutional levels.”. 

The root causes of child, early and forced marriages that were identified from different studies in Ethiopia showed that existing social norms associated with gender inequality, such as the role of women in the society being just a wife; high values attached to virginity or stigma attached to losing virginity before marriage, girls’ low level of education, gender-based violence, religion and culture. 

Particularly, in Amhara region about 95% of girls married through arranged marriages, Orthodox girls were more likely than their Muslim peers to have their marriage arranged. The religious leaders and institutions’ teachings also have great influence on marital decisions. Some of the religious leaders want to marry girls who are a virgin child, which in many instances leads to child marriage. Some areas, like Afar and Somalia are still struggling to accept the family laws related to the age limit of 18 for marriage for both girls & boys.

To address the above root causes, the IRCE have
1. Organized a consultation session focusing on the Christian perspective on child marriage and FGM. The workshop was attended by participants drawn from the seven-member religious institutions of IRCE, Ministry of Women and Social Affairs representatives, a representative from a consultant firm, and the Deputy Secretary General of IRCE who provided input.
2. Following the consultation sessions, IRCE prepared a teaching and communication manual based on the review of existing theological reflections and materials developed by faith-based institutions in the country.
3. Awareness creation sessions on SAA and PSEA targeting faith leaders and their member religious institutions serving at community level was conducted, and the session had a chance to be accompanied by media coverage.
4. IRCE has organized quarterly dialogue sessions for faith-based organizations/FBO in the target regions and woredas. The participants were drawn from the seven-member religious institutions of IRCE, Board members of religious institutions of all implementing regions of IRCE, all regional IRC coordinators, Zonal and woreda women, social affairs representatives, and representatives from regions and woredas. Following this, all participants agreed to play their role by continuously raising the awareness of their followers at their respective institutions at all levels, in a sustainable manner.
5. A dialogue and learning sessions for youth and women was conducted in line with SAA & PSEA platform as per the targeted regions and woredas, where a social media platform for continued communication was created.
6. Educating the faith community through media is one of the strategies the project has stipulated to use considering its potential to reach the target at scale. The media houses of member religious institutions and those who are working closely have a wider reach. Accordingly, three-member religious institutions' media houses (from Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church/EOTC-TV, Islamic Affairs/Jeilu-TV, and Protestant/Elshadi-TV) were selected. The key messages were developed jointly and is being broadcasted, by the respective media houses.
7. Bi- Annual Faith leaders’ conference was conducted for participants drawn from all member religious institutions and governmental structures. Current studies and reports on prevalence and incidents of Child marriage were presented by a scholar from UNICEF. The annual faith leaders’ conference will be implemented at the final stage of the project.
8. IRCE has convened a successful coordination meeting that brought together different actors and facilitated experience sharing and learning among participants. The participants were drawn from member religious institutions, Board representatives of the targeted regions of IRC, regional IRC coordinators, Ministry of Women and Social Affairs, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Justice, and 12 woreda religious and women’s platforms.
9. IRCE in collaboration with UNICEF commissioned a KAP survey targeting religious leaders across the 7 regions namely Amhara. Afar, Gambella, Oromia, Somali, Sidama and SNNP. Considering that this is a very new initiative that looks into the KAP of religious leaders themselves who are championing changes in the community, it will have paramount importance not only in tracking the progress made through the implementation of the project, but also informing the content and delivery mechanism of the capacity building initiatives and engagement modality of religious leaders and their institution.





b) ensure access to education, decent work, social protection, health services, including sexual and reproductive health, for girls and women who are affected or at risk, who are already married or in informal unions, who have fled such a marriage or union, whose marriage has dissolved, and widowed girls or women who were married as girls; 
N/A
c) guarantee protection measures, remedies and support services for victims; 
N/A
d) Implement child- and gender-responsive budgeting to support effective measures to eradicate child, early and forced marriage. 
N/A

2. What prevention mechanisms have proved effective to eradicate child, early and forced marriage? Please include examples of promising practices and challenges encountered on engaging family members, religious, traditional and community leaders, in raising awareness about, and countering child, early and forced marriage.

To prevent child marriage, IRCE organized an awareness creation workshop by trained trainer including the application of SAA sessions, participants were drawn from member religious institutions and woreda level women, youth, and stakeholders. As a result, 
· Participants were able to update themselves on health, social and psychological impacts of early child marriage, 
· Participants updated themselves on current early child marriage responses/interventions and roles of religious leaders/fathers/theologians and religious institutions at all levels. 
· Trainers updated participants with cross cutting issues including gender, GBV, PSEA etc.

3. What kind of approaches and tools have been used to collect disaggregated data on child, early and forced marriages, as well as informal unions? 
	
	                                      N/A

4. [bookmark: _Hlk132809716]Have digital technologies and tools been used to address child, early and forced marriage? If so, please share promising practices, challenges and possible solutions. 
	  
	                                          N/A

5. Are digitalized birth and marriage registration systems being used in your country, requiring mandatory registration of all births and marriages, including childbirths at home and marriages under customary and religious laws? Do these digitalized registration systems allow to verify digitally birth certificates, before registering any marriage? 

	                          No 





6. What other innovative strategies have been used to address child, early and forced marriage, as well as informal unions and collect data on this practice in your country?

a) The capacities of selected religious leaders and experts composed of the IRCE member organizations and key stakeholders have been enhanced through organizing tailored training on health, social, and psychological impacts of child marriage, gender, GBV, PSEA, and basics of the SAA, protective factors, ongoing efforts at different levels, and roles of religious leaders and religious institutions at all levels. This has helped in creating a comprehensive understanding of the multi-dimensional impacts of child marriage and mitigation measures. 
b) Experience sharing and learning sessions were organized among faith leaders and within their organizations on the prevention of Child Marriage, participants were drawn from member religious institutions and governmental offices which was also accompanied by SAA and PSEA frameworks.

