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What efforts have been made or are planned to address the recommendations of the latest report of the Secretary-General on the issue of child, early and forced marriage (A/77/282)? Please, provide information, inter alia, on measures to: 

a) address the root causes of child, early and forced marriage including social norms, gender inequalities and stereotypes;
b) ensure access to education, decent work, social protection, health services, including sexual and reproductive health, for girls and women who are affected or at risk, who are already married or in informal unions, who have fled such a marriage or union, whose marriage has dissolved, and widowed girls or women who were married as girls; 
c) guarantee protection measures, remedies and support services for victims; 
d) implement child- and gender-responsive budgeting to support effective measures to eradicate child, early and forced marriage

Child marriage is a huge problem in South Sudan with UNICEF (2023)  estimating that 52% of girls are married before they turn 18, with some girls being married off as young as 12 years old. Cultural practices dictate that when a child menstruates or gets her period, she is considered eligible to marry. In addition, 28% of girls who are married as children become pregnant before even reaching adulthood.[footnoteRef:1] South Sudan is one of the leading countries in the world when it comes to child marriage. [1:  https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/ending-child-marriage-should-not-be-choice-necessity#:~:text=Child%20marriage%20is%20prevalent%20in,young%20as%2012%20years%20old.] 


Underpinning child marriage in South Sudan is a combination of poverty, gender inequality and a lack of protection for children’s rights. These drivers are frequently compounded by limited access to quality educational and employment opportunities and reinforced by entrenched social norms.

Children in South Sudan, especially girls have suffered, during the protracted conflict and war. Even after the country gained its independence, children rights continue to take a back seat. Harmful cultural norms and practices have contributed significantly to child, early and forced marriage. According to Safe World, an international organisation working to prevent violent conflict and build safer lives, some girls are married off for economic reasons[footnoteRef:2]. This practice has devastating consequences on girls and young women, putting them at greater risk of physical and sexual violence, limiting their access to education and economic opportunities, and increasing the chance of life-threatening complications during pregnancy and childbirth. [2:  https://www.saferworld-global.org/en-stories-of-change/preventing-a-case-of-early-marriage-the-community-takes-action-#:~:text=In%20South%20Sudan%2C%20child%2C%20early,to%20prevent%20it%20from%20happening.] 


To counter this problem, the government of South Sudan reformed the legal system. The Strategic National Action Plan to End Child Marriage 2017-2030 a policy document was launched in South Sudan in 2018 outlining legal reforms & enforcement, ensuring access to quality education, sexual and reproductive health information and services and promoting girls’ empowerment.  Communities across the 10 states have been called upon to end the practice of child marriage and encourage girls to go back to school. 

For this policy document to be effectively implemented, adequate resources need to be allocated by the Ministry of Finance such that commitments made towards eliminating child marriage are fulfilled|. In addition to the above South Sudan drafted an Anti-GBV Bill and family bill that is yet to be enacted into law as this will address cases of GBV associated with child marriage.

Additionally communities have developed by laws to help address the issue of child marriage in South Sudan. A case in point is Lakes State: Rumbek where the state parliament enacted a law prohibiting child and forced marriage.  Child and forced marriage are now considered a crime in Lakes state. One school in Rumbek is implementing a child marriage agreement which requires every parent or guardian to sign a form upon enrolment promising to keep the child in school until graduation.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://mwia.org.au/mwia-projects/loreto-rumbel-curbing-child-marriage/
] 


The Girls Education South Sudan (GESS) programme, which is in its second phase seeks to ensure that girls stay in school and are able to transition from primary to secondary school. The girls are provided with cash transfers to cater for indirect costs of education such as stationery, sanitary materials. This national programme has seen an increase in enrolment of girls in schools. 

The Ministry of Gender and Welfare, with support from development partners, established one stop centers in 2017 to respond to medical, psychological and legal needs to support survivors of GBV ( Including victims of Child marriage ). The centres  are in Aweil, Bor, Juba, Kapoeta, Malakal, Rumbek, Torit wau and Yambio. Safe homes have also been established in three locations in Juba and  Malakal where victims of GBV are protected from their perpetrators and any other form of harm. 

Many initiatives have been taken to combat child marriage in South Sudan, but the presence of negative societal norms and instability continues to drive its presence in the nation. In some communities traditional law has power over legislative law, thus leading to gaps in implementation of laws and programmes seeking to end child marriage.

What prevention mechanisms have proved effective to eradicate child, early and forced marriage? Please include examples of promising practices and challenges encountered on engaging family members, religious, traditional and community leaders, in raising awareness about, and countering child, early and forced marriage.

Building the capacity of traditional authorities on the legal frameworks related to ending child marriage particularly at the grassroots level has proved effective. Community based interventions, including raising awareness on the dangers of child marriage particularly to parents who propagate the vice of child marriage for economic benefits has proved effective. 

Increasing girls’ access to education has been pivotal in building agency and a key step towards girls’ empowerment. Girls that are not in school are at a higher risk of early and forced marriage. Keeping girls in schools and ensuring that they complete high school increases their chances of a better life, delays marriage and leads to more informed life choices. The Girls Education South Sudan programme has seen an increase in the enrolment of girls and their transitioning from primary to secondary school.

Promising practices from Lutheran World Federation South Sudan

· Capacity building for duty bearers at both the state and national levels on the legal framework related to GBV. (Strategic National Action Plan (SNAP) to end Child Marriage, South Sudan Child Act 2008, Transitional Constitution 2011). This involves highlighting the relevant articles on Child/forced marriage, emphasis on the roles and responsibilities of rights holders & duty bearers in ending child forced marriage and reporting channels of their responsibilities. This is further complemented by disseminating copies of the legal framework. LWF South Sudan received copies of the SNAP and distributed them to duty bearers at the grassroots level.
 
· Working with LWF South Sudan, Women groups at the grassroots level continue to raise awareness on the effects of child marriage through community awareness sessions bringing together school going children and parents. These forums provide opportunity for rights holders to articulate challenges they face and put forward recommendations on ending child and forced marriage. Rights holders are equally enlightened on the reporting channels. South Sudan has a GBV referral pathway at the national and state level.
 
· LWF also supports community led campaigns on ending Violence against children led by child rights clubs and child parliaments. The campaigns are conducted prior to commemorating the Day of the African Child, Day of the Girl Child & Universal Childrens Days. These initiatives provide opportunity for children to raise concerns on child/forced marriage and give recommendations to the government for action.  On the other hand, duty bearers make commitments to address child/forced marriage in collaboration with development partners. Child Rights Clubs are also engaged in raising awareness within schools involving Parents Teachers Associations.
 
· Civil Society Organizations continue to advocate for the amendment of article 15 of the Transitional constitution on the marriageable age, domestication of the Maputo Protocol and implementation of the Strategic National Action Plan to end child marriage through panel discussions, advocacy meetings and shadow reporting. LWF is part of the South Sudan Civil Society Coalition on the UPR which has been instrumental in conducting human rights advocacy at the national and also engaging in the UPR mechanism.


What kind of approaches and tools have been used to collect disaggregated data on child, early and forced marriages, as well as informal unions? 
National Non-Governmental Organizations and International Non- Governmental organizations conduct assessments /surveys at individual organizational level. A case in point is Support Peace Development Organisation ( SPIDO ) that  documented 1535 cases of child marriage and teenage pregnancies  in the equatoria region  since the closure of schools during the COVID 19 pandemic[footnoteRef:4] [4:  South Sudan registers over 1500 cases of child marriage in five months: survey, huaxia 2020] 


Have digital technologies and tools been used to address child, early and forced marriage? If so, please share promising practices, challenges and possible solutions

Toll Free Mobile Help Lines for reporting GBV cases have been set up with support from United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). The help lines are run by national non- governmental organizations. ( Lulu Care operating a 24-hours toll-free helpline number 662 (call2Action) and Crown the woman : Toll-Free call number 623. [footnoteRef:5]) [5:  Enhanced GBV prevention, Risk Mitigation and Response  through Social Safety Nets in South Sudan  June 2023] 


Are digitalized birth and marriage registration systems being used in your country, requiring mandatory registration of all births and marriages, including childbirths at home and marriages under customary and religious laws? Do these digitalized registration systems allow to verify digitally birth certificates, before registering any marriage? 

South Sudan has a civil registry Act of 2018 that requires effective implementation to ensure that births and marriages are registered, An online portal was established in 2021 as a convenient way of accessing government services however this has not been operationalized. (eservices.gov.ss). Access to digital systems could be a challenge as nearly 80% of the population resides in rural areas with extremely limited access to the internet and mobile services. According to the South Sudan Internet Governance Forum, some urban areas still face internet connectivity challenges.

What other innovative strategies have been used to address child, early and forced marriage, as well as informal unions and collect data on this practice in your country?

Providing education incentives to school drop outs particularly for those that are unable to join secondary school.

Providing start-up capital to parents to engage in income generating activities, this in turn enables them to pay school fees and provide other necessary scholastic materials. Poverty is one of the major contributors to child marriage, therefore if parents/guardians are provided with a source of livelihood, girls will not be considered as
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