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Plan International Ethiopia
Responses to the Calls for inputs to inform the report by the Secretary-General on progress toward ending child, early and forced marriage worldwide
1. What efforts have been made or are planned to address the recommendations of the latest report of the Secretary-General on the issue of child, early, and forced marriage (A/77/282)? Please, provide information, inter alia, on measures to: 
A. Address the root causes of child, early, and forced marriage including social norms, gender inequalities, and stereotypes;
· Addressing Root Causes: Plan International Ethiopia (PIE) implements programs aimed at addressing the root causes of child, early, and forced marriage, including harmful practices, deep-rooted negative social norms, gender inequality, stereotypes, poor economic factors and lack of comprehensive knowledge among the community. These programs often involve community-based interventions such as awareness-raising campaigns, advocacy for policy change, economic empowerment, and engagement with religious and traditional leaders to challenge harmful practices and promote gender equality.

· In its unwavering commitment to combatting child, early, and forced marriage, Plan International Ethiopia (PIE) strategically addresses the underlying causes perpetuating this harmful phenomenon. Recognizing the complex interplay of factors contributing to such practices, PIE's programs are designed to dismantle deeply ingrained societal norms, rectify gender disparities, alleviate economic hardships, and dispel misconceptions within communities. Through extensive awareness-raising campaigns, tailored to local contexts, PIE endeavors to shift attitudes and perceptions surrounding marriage, highlighting its detrimental effects on children, particularly girls. These campaigns are bolstered by advocacy efforts aimed at effecting policy changes that safeguard the rights of children and promote gender equality within legal frameworks.

· In parallel, PIE facilitates constructive dialogue with religious and traditional leaders, leveraging their influence to challenge harmful practices and promote more inclusive interpretations of cultural norms. By fostering alliances with these key stakeholders, PIE harnesses the power of community leadership to make positive social change from within. Through this comprehensive approach, PIE endeavors to create an environment where girls can thrive free from the shackles of early and forced marriage. By addressing the root causes head-on, PIE paves the way for a more equitable and just society for generations to come.



B. Ensure access to education, decent work, social protection, health services, including sexual and reproductive health, for girls and women who are affected or at risk, who are already married or in informal unions, who have fled such a marriage or union, whose marriage has dissolved, and widowed girls or women who were married as girls; 

· Ensuring Access to Services: PIE works to ensure access to education, decent work, social protection, and health services, including sexual and reproductive health (SRH), for girls and women affected or at risk of child, early, and forced marriage. This includes initiatives to improve access to quality education for girls, vocational training for young women, building provider's capacity, and advocacy for the provision of friendly and gender-responsive SRH information and services.
· Plan International Ethiopia (PIE) implements programs aimed at addressing the root causes of child, early, and forced marriage, including harmful practices, deep-rooted negative social norms, gender inequality, stereotypes, poor economic factors, and lack of comprehensive knowledge among the community. These programs often involve community-based interventions such as awareness-raising campaigns, advocacy for policy change, economic empowerment, and engagement with religious and traditional leaders to challenge harmful practices and promote gender equality.
· By addressing the intersecting needs of girls and young women across various areas, PIE is dedicated in its commitment to breaking the cycle of poverty and inequality perpetuated by child, early, and forced marriage. Through holistic empowerment strategies, PIE endeavors to pave the way for a future where all girls and young have the opportunity to thrive and fulfill their potential.

C. Guarantee protection measures, remedies, and support services for victims; 

· Guaranteeing Protection Measures: PIE advocates for and supports the implementation of protection measures, remedies, and support services for victims of child, early, and forced marriage. This includes providing psychosocial support, legal assistance, and shelters for girls and young women who are fleeing or seeking to escape from forced marriages.
· Central to PIE's approach is the provision of empathetic and tailored psychosocial support, offering a lifeline to those struggling with the trauma and emotional toll of forced marriages. Additionally, PIE mobilizes resources to facilitate access to legal assistance, empowering survivors to seek justice and reclaim their agency in the face of adversity.
· Furthermore, PIE actively collaborates with stakeholders to establish shelters, providing refuge and sanctuary for girls and women seeking to escape coercive marital situations. These shelters serve as vital sanctuaries, offering protection, dignity, and the opportunity for survivors to rebuild their lives free from violence and coercion.

D. Implement child- and gender-responsive budgeting to support effective measures to eradicate child, early, and forced marriage. 
· At Plan International Ethiopia, all programs and projects follow gender transformative approaches to ensure gender equality.  Starting from project designing stages to project closer Plan International Ethiopia implements its gender transformative approaches, which provide major contributions to improve harmful practices including child marriage and FGM.  

2. What prevention mechanisms have proved effective to eradicate child, early and forced marriage? Please include examples of promising practices and challenges encountered on engaging family members, religious, traditional and community leaders, in raising awareness about, and countering child, early and forced marriage.
· Community Dialogues and Workshops: Plan International Ethiopia facilitates community dialogues and workshops using the tested tools and tailored modules to raise awareness about the negative impacts of CEFM. These sessions involve discussions on the importance of education, gender equality, and child rights.
· Promising Practice: Open dialogues foster community understanding and support for ending CEFM. By engaging community members, including parents and elders, these sessions challenge harmful norms and promote positive behavior change.
· Challenges: Resistance from conservative community members and entrenched gender norms can hinder progress. Additionally, cultural sensitivities and power dynamics within communities may affect the effectiveness of these dialogues.
· Empowerment Programs for Girls: Plan International Ethiopia implements empowerment programs for girls, providing them with education, life skills training, and access to economic opportunities.
· Promising Practice: Empowering girls helps them assert their rights and resist early marriage. By building their confidence and skills, these programs contribute to breaking the cycle of poverty and inequality.
· Challenges: Limited resources, capacity shortage, poor law enforcement and societal barriers may impede the participation of girls in these programs. Furthermore, sustaining girls' empowerment efforts in the long term requires ongoing support, evidence based advocacy and investment.
· Engagement with Religious and Traditional Leaders: PIE collaborates with religious and traditional leaders and engaged in strengthening local CSOs(as part of localization agenda), working with parents/families to promote messages of gender equality and human rights.
· Promising Practice: Building partnerships with influential leaders helps legitimize efforts to end CEFM. By incorporating religious teachings and cultural values into awareness campaigns, these partnerships enhance community acceptance and support.
· Challenges: Religious and traditional leaders may uphold patriarchal norms that perpetuate CEFM. Overcoming resistance and fostering genuine commitment to change can be challenging and require sustained dialogue and advocacy.
· Legal Advocacy and Policy Reform: Plan International Ethiopia engages in legal advocacy and policy reform to strengthen laws and regulations related to CEFM.
· Promising Practice: Advocating for legal reforms provides a framework for protecting children from early marriage and enforcing penalties for perpetrators. By advocating for legal change, Plan International Ethiopia contributes to creating an enabling environment for ending CEFM.
· Challenges: Implementation gaps and enforcement challenges may undermine the effectiveness of legal frameworks. Moreover, navigating political complexities and securing buy-in from policymakers require strategic advocacy efforts.
3. What kind of approaches and tools have been used to collect disaggregated data on child, early and forced marriages, as well as informal unions? 
a. Surveys and Questionnaires: Plan International Ethiopia designs surveys and questionnaires to gather quantitative data on the prevalence and drivers of child marriage. These instruments often include questions that allow for the disaggregation of data by age, gender, geographic location, and socioeconomic status.
b. Qualitative Interviews and Focus Group Discussions: Qualitative methods such as interviews and focus group discussions are utilized to gather in-depth insights into the factors contributing to child marriage. These discussions involve key stakeholders including girls, parents, community leaders, and service providers, allowing for nuanced understanding and the collection of disaggregated qualitative data.
c. Child Marriage Research –Currently, PIE collaborates closely with its regional office to undertake a comprehensive research initiative aimed at examining the plight of girls in crisis-ridden regions across the nation, with a particular emphasis on areas affected by conflict and drought. This endeavor also explores the circumstances faced by girls residing in IDP camps and refugee settlements.

The findings of the scoping review report highlight a troubling correlation between child, early, and forced marriage and the prevalence of conflict and its aftermath. Moreover, the report sheds light on how the conditions arising from conflict and post-conflict environments exacerbate the incidence of these harmful practices.

Through this research work, PIE endeavors to deepen its understanding of the intersecting dynamics between conflict, displacement, and the vulnerability of girls to early and forced marriage. By shedding light on these critical issues, PIE aims to inform targeted interventions and advocacy efforts aimed at mitigating the impact of conflict on the rights and well-being of girls, paving the way for a future where every girl can thrive free from the threat of forced marriage

4. Have digital technologies and tools been used to address child, early and forced marriage? If so, please share promising practices, challenges and possible solutions. 
A. Social Norm Diagnosis: PIE has also been started (recently) in conducting social and gender norm analysis under SRHR project implementation areas in Oromia and Amhara to better address the barriers and some of the factors associated to CEFM and access to SRHR information and services. 
B. Case Studies and Participatory Research: Plan International Ethiopia conducts case studies and participatory research activities to explore specific instances of child marriage and informal unions within communities. These approaches enable the collection of detailed information on individual cases while also involving community members in the research process.
C. Analysis of Existing Data Sources: Plan International Ethiopia analyzes existing data sources such as national surveys, administrative records, and reports from health and education facilities to gather information on child marriage and informal unions. This allows for the utilization of already available data and facilitates the disaggregation of data by relevant variables.
By employing these approaches and tools, Plan International Ethiopia ensures the collection of comprehensive and disaggregated data on child, early, and forced marriages, as well as informal unions. This data is essential for informing evidence-based programming, policy advocacy, and targeted interventions aimed at addressing the root causes of child marriage and promoting the rights and well-being of girls and young women.
5. Are digitalized birth and marriage registration systems being used in your country, requiring mandatory registration of all births and marriages, including childbirths at home and marriages under customary and religious laws? Do these digitalized registration systems allow to verify digitally birth certificates, before registering any marriage? 

Plan International Ethiopia has been involved in advocating for the use of digitalized birth and marriage registration systems in the country, emphasizing the importance of mandatory registration for all births and marriages, regardless of whether they occur at home or are conducted under customary or religious laws.
While the implementation of digitalized registration systems is progressing in Ethiopia, there are still challenges to overcome. Currently, there are efforts to develop and expand digital registration systems to ensure comprehensive coverage of all births and marriages. These systems aim to improve the accuracy and accessibility of vital registration data, which is crucial for effective planning and policy-making to address issues such as child marriage.
One of the key advantages of digitalized registration systems is the ability to verify birth certificates digitally before registering marriages. This helps ensure the accuracy and legitimacy of marriage registrations, thereby contributing to the prevention of child, early, and forced marriages. By verifying birth certificates digitally, authorities can confirm the age and identity of individuals involved in marriage proceedings, thereby upholding legal requirements and safeguarding the rights of minors.
However, despite these advancements, challenges such as limited access to digital infrastructure in remote areas, insufficient awareness and understanding of registration processes among communities, and the need for ongoing capacity-building for registration officials still exist. Plan International Ethiopia continues to work closely with government agencies, civil society organizations, and community leaders to address these challenges and advocate for the effective implementation of digitalized birth and marriage registration systems that prioritize the protection and well-being of children and adolescents.



6. What other innovative strategies have been used to address child, early and forced marriage, as well as informal unions and collect data on this practice in your country?
.
a. Community Theater and Arts: Plan International Ethiopia organizes community theater and art performances to raise awareness about the harmful effects of child marriage and to encourage community dialogue. These creative initiatives serve as both educational tools and opportunities for collecting qualitative data through audience feedback and discussions and better inform duty-bearers to address CEFM.
b. Youth-Led Research: Plan International Ethiopia engages young people as researchers to investigate the prevalence and drivers of child marriage and informal unions within their communities. This approach empowers youth to take ownership of the research process and generates insights that may not be captured through traditional methods.
c. Digital Storytelling Platforms: Plan International Ethiopia utilizes digital storytelling platforms, such as social media and online blogs, to amplify the voices of girls and young women affected by child marriage. Through storytelling, individuals can share their experiences and perspectives, contributing to a deeper understanding of the issue and informing data collection efforts.
d. Partnerships with Local Institutions: Plan International Ethiopia partners with local community-based organizations, health facilities, youth centers, youth-led organizations, women associations, Networks of SRHR Consortia, schools, ministries, and religious institutions to gather data on child marriage and informal unions. By collaborating with trusted local entities, Plan International can access communities and populations that may be difficult to reach through other means.



image2.png
Until we are all equal




