Canada’s response for the Call for input to inform the Report by the Secretary-General on progress towards ending child, early and forced marriage worldwide.

1. What efforts have been made or are planned to address the recommendations of the latest report of the Secretary-General on the issue of child, early and forced marriage (A/77/282)? Please, provide information, inter alia, on measures to:
 a) address the root causes of child, early and forced marriage including social norms, gender inequalities and stereotypes;
b) ensure access to education, decent work, social protection, health services, including sexual and reproductive health, for girls and women who are affected or at risk, who are already married or in informal unions, who have fled such a marriage or union, whose marriage has dissolved, and widowed girls or women who were married as girls;
c) guarantee protection measures, remedies and support services for victims;
d) implement child- and gender-responsive budgeting to support effective measures to eradicate child, early and forced marriage.
The Government of Canada recognizes that gender-based violence, in all its forms, is one of the most pervasive, deadly, and deeply rooted human rights violations of our time. 
It’s a crime in Canada to:
· celebrate, aid or take part in the marriage of a child under 16 years old, even if the child agrees to be married;
· force anyone into marriage against their will;
· take part in or preside over a marriage ceremony knowing that one of the parties doesn’t consent to marry; and, 
· take a person under 18, who normally lives in Canada, to another country to force them to marry.
In Canada the age of majority is set by the province/territory at 18 or 19 (depending on the jurisdiction), so minors under this age have additional restrictions in order to be married (e.g., parental and/or court consent).
To address gender-based violence the Government of Canada has developed and launched two key initiatives[footnoteRef:1]: [1:  Input from WAGE GBV for 2024 Beijing+30 NATIONAL REVIEW] 

It’s Time: Canada’s Strategy to Prevent and Address Gender-Based Violence (Federal GBV Strategy), launched in 2017, is a whole of government approach to ending gender-based violence. It aims to reduce GBV and improve health, social, and justice outcomes for individuals who have experienced GBV. It encompasses all federal initiatives to prevent and address gender-based violence and has been supported by investments of CAD $800 million and CAD $44 million ongoing. The Federal GBV Strategy is organized into three pillars: 1) Prevention; 2) Supporting survivors and their families, and 3) Promoting responsive legal and justice systems. 
Building on the foundation laid by the Federal GBV Strategy, Federal-Provincial-Territorial Ministers  Responsible for the Status of Women launched the 10-year National Action Plan to End Gender-Based Violence (National Action Plan) in November 2022. The National Acton Plan is supported by an investment of CAD $539.3 million over five years, starting in 2022-23, to support provinces and territories in their efforts to implement the National Action Plan in their jurisdictions.
The National Action Plan brings together the efforts of federal, provincial and territorial governments and envisions a Canada free of gender-based violence that supports victims, survivors and their families, no matter where they live. To address the root causes of gender-based violence, it is organized into five pillars and a foundation: 
1. Supporting survivors and their families
2. Prevention
3. Responsive justice system
4. Implementing Indigenous-led approaches
5.  Social infrastructure and enabling environment. 
· Foundation - federal, provincial, and territorial efforts are complemented by local/community approaches and responses. Knowledge mobilization of surveillance data, research findings, and frontline expertise will support evidence-based policy and program development.
The goals of the National Action Plan are to:
1. Engage all people in Canada in changing the social norms, attitudes and behaviours that contribute to GBV;
2. Address the social and economic determinants that contribute to and perpetuate GBV;
3. Ensure anyone facing GBV has reliable and timely access to culturally appropriate and accessible protection and services; and,
4. Improve the health, social, economic, and justice outcomes of those impacted by GBV.
The National Action Plan seeks to address the intersectional needs of diverse communities and populations, including those most at risk of GBV.

2. What prevention mechanisms have proved effective to eradicate child, early and forced marriage? Please include examples of promising practices and challenges encountered on engaging family members, religious, traditional and community leaders, in raising awareness about, and countering child, early and forced marriage.
3. What kind of approaches and tools have been used to collect disaggregated data on child, early and forced marriages, as well as informal unions?
Canadian vital statistics and census data have been used to collect disaggregated data on child and early marriage and informal unions[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Koski, A. and Clark, S. (2021), Child Marriage in Canada. Population and Development Review, 47: 57-78. https://doi.org/10.1111/padr.12369] 


4. Have digital technologies and tools been used to address child, early and marriage? If so, please share promising practices, challenges and possible solutions.
5. Are digitalized birth and marriage registration systems being used in your country, requiring mandatory registration of all births and marriages, including childbirths at home and marriages under customary and religious laws? Do these digitalized registration systems allow to verify digitally birth certificates, before registering any marriage?
6. What other innovative strategies have been used to address child, early and forced marriage, as well as informal unions and collect data on this practice in your country?



