Child, Early and Forced Marriage / Lebanon

Lebanon, a country characterized by its diverse religious and cultural makeup, applies different confessional personal status laws. Each religious community has the authority to legislate within its own community. Despite progress observed in recent years, child marriage remains a critical issue in Lebanon. Surprisingly, child marriage is still not illegal, even though numerous attempts have been made by the National Commission for Lebanese Women (NCLW) to push for a modern law banning this practice.
According to the Multi-Sectoral Needs Assessment (MSNA) of the Lebanese population in December 2021, “child marriage (children between 8 and 19 years old married, divorced or widowed) stands at around 1 per cent, with rates for girls estimated at 1.5 per cent”
According to a scientific study published by the Lebanese Women's Democratic Gathering and based on several reports on the current humanitarian situation in Lebanon, alarming statistics reveal a concerning trend in child marriage in Lebanese and Syrian communities within Lebanon.  The study, conducted at the beginning of 2022, highlighted a significant increase in the rate of child marriage, rising by 5 percent compared to the end of 2021, reaching a distressing rate of 14 percent. This data sheds light on the persistent prevalence of child marriage, despite efforts to combat this harmful practice. Furthermore, the study found that a staggering 22 percent of girls aged 15 to 18 cited early marriage as the primary reason for their inability to attend school. This revelation underscores the devastating consequences of child marriage, robbing young girls of their right to education and hindering their potential for personal and professional development. In response to these disheartening findings, the proposal of law banning the marriage of minors has regained prominence, as it was recently referred to the Human Rights Committee for renewed consideration. 
Child Marriage and the Syrian Displaced Crisis: 
The Syrian displaced crisis, which has led to a significant influx of displaced into Lebanon, has had an adverse effect on societal norms and practices. Poverty, displacement, and a breakdown in traditional social structures have re-introduced regressive customs such as child marriage. Families, struggling with poverty and limited resources, may see child marriage as a means of survival, where a daughter's marriage could alleviate financial burdens. These dire circumstances have exacerbated the prevalence of forced marriages, especially among Syrian refugee girls, who are particularly vulnerable to exploitation and abuse.
Economic Crisis and its Impact: 
In recent years, Lebanon has experienced an unprecedented economic crisis, characterized by soaring inflation, widespread unemployment, and a depreciating currency. The crisis has severely hampered the implementation of programs designed to raise awareness about the social and economic consequences of child marriage. Scarce resources and a lack of funding have limited the ability of organizations like the NCLW to carry out their initiatives effectively. Despite these challenges, the NCLW is actively campaigning with schools across Lebanon to continue raising awareness about the pervasive issue of child marriage.
Registration of Births and Legal Processes: 
In Lebanon, parents bear the responsibility of registering their children's births and obtaining birth certificates. However, beyond a certain age, the registration process is no longer automatic, requiring a legal process before the courts. This cumbersome system creates barriers to birth registration, particularly for marginalized communities or families living in poverty. The lack of birth registration increases the vulnerability of children to child marriage, as the absence of legal documentation can make them invisible and more susceptible to exploitation.
Changing the Conversation and Outreach Programs: 
To address the issue of child marriage effectively in Lebanon, it is essential to engage with religious groups, leaders of political parties, parliamentarians, and other influential stakeholders. Lobbying efforts should focus on raising awareness, advocating for legal reforms, and encouraging community leaders to denounce child marriage. Collaborative efforts between government agencies, civil society organizations, and religious leaders are crucial to change societal norms and attitudes towards child marriage.
In addition, designing comprehensive outreach programs that target all social groups and strata is vital. These programs should include educational campaigns in schools, community centers, and places of worship, emphasizing the importance of education, gender equality, and the harmful effects of child marriage. Sensitization workshops, community dialogues, and survivor testimonies can play a significant role in challenging traditional norms and promoting alternative paths for girls' empowerment and development.
Gender Strategy 2023-2030: 
Recognizing the urgency of the issue, Lebanon has included the fight against child, early, and forced marriage as one of the priorities in the Gender Strategy 2023-2030. This strategic plan aims to combat gender-based violence, promote women's rights, and create an enabling environment for gender equality. By incorporating child marriage as a key focus area, Lebanon demonstrates its commitment to addressing this pervasive problem and safeguarding the rights and well-being of its children.
Child, early, and forced marriage continue to be critical issues in Lebanon, perpetuated by the country's confessional personal status laws and exacerbated by the Syrian displaced crisis and the ongoing economic crisis. Despite these challenges, the NCLW and other stakeholders are working tirelessly to raise awareness, advocate for legal reforms, and implement outreach programs across all social groups and strata. Through collaborative efforts and the prioritization of child marriage in the Gender Strategy 2023-2030, Lebanon aims to eliminate this harmful practice, safeguard the rights of its children, and build a more inclusive and equitable society.


