Reference: WHRGS/GA/RES/77/202
Call for inputs to inform the report by the Secretary-General on progress towards ending child, early and forced marriage worldwide.
Guiding questions
1. What efforts have been made or are planned to address the recommendations of the latest report of the Secretary-General on the issue of child, early and forced marriage (A/77/282)? Please, provide information, inter alia, on measures to:
a) address the root causes of child, early and forced marriage including social norms, gender inequalities and stereotypes.
b) ensure access to education, decent work, social protection, health services, including sexual and reproductive health, for girls and women who are affected or at risk, who are already married or in informal unions, who have fled such a marriage or union, whose marriage has dissolved, and widowed girls or women who were married as girls;

UNICEF has been working very closely with the Government of Mozambique, and provide technical, logistical, and financial support to strengthen the protection of children from all forms of violence in all settings, including in the Education Sector, achieving major results.

Mozambique has ratified several international and regional instruments to protect its citizens, including children, from all forms of violence. It has a robust legal framework aimed at protecting the rights of the child. In recent years, laws and policies have been passed which are translated into national programs and sectoral plans. This includes the Law on Promotion and Protection of the Rights of the Child, Law 7/2008, Law on Prevention and Elimination of child marriage (law 19/2019). 
The Ministry of Education (MoE)’s Strategic Plan (ESP) 2020-2029, has an objective pertaining to the gradual promotion of equitable access and retention of girls and boys to ensure that no child is left behind. In addition, in 2020 the Ministry of Education adopted the Violence Against Children (VAC) Multisectoral Mechanism. This mechanism contributes to the prevention, reporting, referral, and response, including support / assistance to victims of violence in schools. In 2022 the Ministry of Education, endorsed the Global Safe to Learn Initiative. 
It is important to note that, working closely with Child Protection Sector, supports is provided to children victims of VAC and child marriage, with their effective reintegration into the education formal system (primary school). The support is provided to them, through Accelerated Learning Programme (ALP) and the provision of uniforms and school materials. 
However, despite the above efforts, there still is a challenge in the protection of adolescent girls within the school environment: for there is a void, in the legal and administrative framework for the retention and reintegration of pregnant girls in school. 
Prioritizing activities related to equity, gender, and inclusion in primary education is crucial for fostering a learning environment that is fair, supportive, and accessible to all students, boys, and girls. Below are some key activities supported by UNICEF 2024:
-	Strengthening the VAC multisectoral mechanism: through training of its members on identification, referral and provision of psychosocial support to victims, according to their multisectoral role and mandate. 
-	Strengthening children’s participation: through setting up and supporting school clubs. These school clubs, referred to as “Circulo de interesse” are platforms in which adolescent students, boys, and girl’s benefit from orientation and awareness on their rights on protection from different forms of violence, as well as on the existing multisectoral VAC mechanism. Topics include: (i) Menstrual Hygiene Management (MHM); (ii) Psychosocial support (PSS); (iii) School Related Gender Based Violence (SRGBV) / VAC; (iv) gender stereotypes; (v) Promotion and development of Life Skills; (vi) Climate Change; (vii) sexual reproductive health (teenage pregnancy, contraception, STIs including HIV/AIDS. Including provision of IEC material, MHM kits, and assistive devices for CwD. UNICEF’s activities on life skills development included the training of student mentors, mobilizers, and teachers.  
Additionally, MoE has adopted Planning, Budgeting, Implementation, Monitoring and Evaluation (POEMA) gender sensitive in the Education Sector that will progressively enhance the capacity of MoE professionals in integrating gender aspects in the POEMA through capacity building. 
c) guarantee protection measures, remedies, and support services for victims.
UNICEF Mozambique, through its Implementing NGO partners and the relevant Ministry and departments in the Government of Mozambique was able to rescue more than 4,000 girls from child marriage in 2023 in 11 districts situated within the three targeted provinces in the country. This was made possible through concerted awareness raising and community mobilization/dialogues and active search and rescue of the married girls (within schools, hospitals, and health centers for adolescent). The majority of identified girls were reintegrated back into their biological family. In addition those girls received psychosocial and Psychological support through designated professional psychologist appointed for each focus district. The aim of this support was to provide personalized psychological support and through self-help groups (with the participation of 7 to 15 girls). The girls, furthermore, received support for school re-integration and the relevant school stationery and accessories to support re-entry back into schools. The girls can also participate in capoeira classes, an Afro-Brazilian martial art and game that includes elements of dance, acrobatics, music, and spirituality. During the Capoeira session there is also an occupational therapist that coordinates, with the psychologist, the healing process to build their resilience. The Capoeira classes are also open to child victims of sexual violence (they represent at least 40% of the beneficiaries).
It is noteworthy, that during the programme implementation, it was assessed that considerable number of the girl victims or at risk, did not have their birth registered. To address this situation, UNICEF expanded the package of services provided to them, to include access to civil registration services. Working closely with the Government, mobile birth registration brigades were set up to provide birth registration service directly to the girls at community level. Both the girl victims and their children benefitted from the registration. The acquisition of birth certificates further strengthens their protection as well as their access to key services including access to justice. To address the issue of children and their families walking long distances to access justice, in instances where the child marriage has been reported to the courts of law, UNICEF working with the Supreme Court, rolled out the mobile courts’ initiative. The objective of this initiative was to a) reduce the distances travelled by families and b) speed up the trial process while at the same time raising awareness at community level on the consequences of marrying children.   
d) implement child- and gender-responsive budgeting to support effective measures to eradicate child, early and forced marriage.
The budgeting allocation of funds for Children, concentrates in health, education, social protection, water and sanitation, budget advocacy workshops and dialogues are taking place involving parliamentarians, ombudsman, and human rights commission.
2. What prevention mechanisms have proved effective to eradicate child, early and forced marriage? Please include examples of promising practices and challenges encountered on engaging family members, religious, traditional and community leaders, in raising awareness about, and countering child, early and forced marriage.
In Mozambique, efforts to end child marriage extend beyond campaigns and the promotion of legislation. In targeted districts, localized community dialogues have proven effective in motivating members to renounce and abandon this harmful practice. The success of these dialogues is gauged by the number of community leaders who publicly pledge to eradicate the harmful customs associated with child marriage and adopt a zero-tolerance stance against those who partake in such acts. This progress is also measured through assessments conducted before and after the dialogues, focusing on the intention to alter norms.
In 2023, fifty-one communities across nine administrative posts in the Nampula, Manica, and Gaza provinces led these initiatives. The response from the communities was overwhelmingly positive, reflecting a collective readiness to abolish this tradition and empower adolescent girls to realize their full potential.
A significant challenge has been ensuring the involvement of all community leaders, especially those with substantial influence but lacking official government recognition. This obstacle hinders outreach efforts for sensitization and advocacy. Similarly, engaging churches in this cause has been difficult. Many church leaders, who often preside over child marriages, remain uninformed and do not address the issue in their services, as indicated by recent polls.
Another effective strategy involves equipping adolescent boys and girls with the knowledge and skills to understand the repercussions of child marriage and viable alternatives. This approach has successfully engaged over 300,000 adolescents through peer support and community conversation sessions in safe spaces. These forums not only educate participants about child marriage and their rights but also foster peer learning as they share subjective experiences related to child marriage—whether it be involvement, refusal, or postponement—through various art forms such as songs, drawings, dance, and theater.
Employing this method, we have cultivated a network of champions in over a hundred communities within the three provinces. These individuals serve as role models and provide support to other adolescents aspiring to confront and change the detrimental social norms within their families and communities.
3. What kind of approaches and tools have been used to collect disaggregated data on child, early and forced marriages, as well as informal unions?
Under the GPECM, UNICEF launched in June 2023 an App (kobo toolbox) to register cases of child marriage and sexual violence identified by the GPECM partners (from UNICEF and UNFPA). This is a real time monitoring tool which is used to shape our programme. The analysis of the result is done every month during a meeting with all the stakeholders involved in the programme. 
4. Have digital technologies and tools been used to address child, early and forced marriage? If so, please share promising practices, challenges, and practical solutions.
Real time monitoring App. Please refer above. 
5. Are digitalized birth and marriage registration systems being used in your country, requiring mandatory registration of all births and marriages, including childbirths at home and marriages under customary and religious laws? Do these digitalized registration systems allow to verify digitally birth certificates, before registering any marriage?
Mozambican Birth Registration system is fully digitized, however mandatory registration is not yet in place countrywide. Registration of marriages is extremely low in Mozambique hence it’s not practically possible to insist on birth records especially for traditional customary unions that a consummated at community level.
6. What other innovative strategies have been used to address child, early and forced marriage, as well as informal unions and collect data on this practice in your country?
UNICEF partners, besides registering all the cases in the App, provide us with human interest stories.
An innovative strategy that UNICEF used is also related to Graffiti (murals painted on school’s wall and other public spaces, to raise awareness on child marriage and to provide the number of the Child Helpline to seek for help). Additionally, UNICEF also developed several songs and poems on child marriage that reached more than five million people.

