Input to the United Nations Secretary General’s report on child, early and forced marriage, pursuant to GA resolution 77/202

1. What efforts have been made or are planned to address the recommendations of the latest report of the Secretary-General on the issue of child, early and forced marriage (A/77/282)? Please, provide information, inter alia, on measures to:
a) address the root causes of child, early and forced marriage including social norms, gender inequalities and stereotypes;
b) ensure access to education, decent work, social protection, health services, including sexual and reproductive health, for girls and women who are affected or at risk, who are already married or in informal unions, who have fled such a marriage or union, whose marriage has dissolved, and widowed girls or women who were married as girls;
c) guarantee protection measures, remedies and support services for victims;
d) implement child- and gender-responsive budgeting to support effective measures to eradicate child, early and forced marriage.

South Asia has made one of the fastest rates of reduction in child marriage. However, the region still shoulders the heaviest burden, comprising 45% of child brides globally. Progress to end child marriage is impeded by deep-rooted inequalities, including those related to caste and the rural-urban divide. Prevailing social and gender norms further exacerbate the issue. Humanitarian crises including the COVID-19 pandemic, and climate events have posed significant challenges, disrupting efforts to end child marriage. These emergencies often result in increased poverty and school dropouts, impacting the drivers and moderators of child marriage.

Numerous laws and regulations contributing to the political will to end child marriage exist at both the regional and country level in South Asia. The adoption of the Regional Action Plan to End Child Marriage in South Asia (2018 – 2023) highlights the importance of maintaining a focus on child marriage in the region. 

Ending Child Marriage remains central to UNICEF’s work. In South Asia, UNICEF continues to support efforts to end child marriage with focus on empowering adolescent girls; addressing harmful social norms that perpetuate the practice; engaging men and boys to promote positive masculinities that prevent child marriage; and evidence generation  and use on  programming to end child marriage. UNICEF supports gender-transformative interventions to end child marriage. UNICEF focuses its child marriage programme in  Bangladesh, India and Nepal, as some of the countries with high burden on child marriage in the region. 

In October 2023, UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia organized a two-day Regional moment of reflection stakeholder meeting involving government officials, civil society organizations, NGO partners, and adolescent girls from the region on the International Day of the Girl Child (IDG). The consultation resulted in the development of the Action Agenda for Adolescent Girls. The Action Agenda highlights seven areas where accelerated results are necessary to empower girls at scale including approaches to address child marriage and achieve gender equality


    
2. What prevention mechanisms have proved effective to eradicate child, early and forced marriage? Please include examples of promising practices and challenges encountered on engaging family members, religious, traditional and community leaders, in raising awareness about, and countering child, early and forced marriage.

UNICEF supported interventions aimed at empowering adolescent girls to challenge harmful norms including child marriage. These interventions have contributed to increase the agency and capacity of adolescent girls, there by contributing to reducing vulnerability to child marriage. Empowerment interventions supported by UNICEF include life skills, economic and legal empowerment interventions. 
In Nepal, UNICEF supported the “Empowered Women Prosperous Nepal” (Shashakta Mahila, Sambridhha Nepal) programme that ultimately seeks to strengthen equal rights and opportunities for women and men by engaging with men and boys, families, and communities to exhibit more gender-equitable behaviors, as well as support for positive social and gender norms that promote Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment (GEWE), resulting in increased agency and voice of women and girls. 
UNICEF continues to work with partners and the Government of Nepal in the expansion of “Rupantaran” programme. Rupantaran is a comprehensive social and financial skills training program developed in collaboration with UNICEF, UNFPA, and the Nepalese government. The primary goal of the programme is to provide adolescents, particularly girls, with the knowledge and skills needed to make informed decisions that benefit their overall development. 
UNICEF supported social norms change interventions that aimed at shifting harmful social norms to prevent child marriage. UNICEF’s programming on ending child marriage in three countries in South Asia (including Bangladesh, India and Nepal) contributes to the expansion of social norms change interventions with focus on preventing child marriage. UNICEF supported social norms change interventions include media campaigns; awareness raising of communities, families and individuals; and community dialogues that challenge gender norms. 
Given the diversity of programming context as well as the diverse programming approaches, effectiveness of prevention interventions vary across different contexts. 
3. What kind of approaches and tools have been used to collect disaggregated data on child, early and forced marriages, as well as informal unions?
UNICEF placed a significant focus on generation and use of data and evidence to inform child marriage programming and advocacy. Although the body of research on child marriage has expanded considerably in recent years, greater insight is needed as to which interventions most effectively address child marriage, and in which contexts. To fill this gap, UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia is conducting a meta-synthesis and meta-analysis of evidence on the effectiveness of interventions to prevent child marriage in South Asia. The meta-analysis and meta-synthesis will identify, appraise, synthesize, and compile all relevant evidence relating to child marriage interventions in the region, including in humanitarian and fragile contexts and for minority or extremely vulnerable populations. 
[bookmark: _Hlk134635460]In 2023, UNICEF completed a regional study on the impact of COVID-19 on child marriage determinants in the region. The research generated insights on how COVID-19 has impacted existing drivers and created new drivers and moderators of child marriage in Bangladesh, India and Nepal. It also examined the impact of COVID-19 on the lives of girls who are already married and the attitude of adolescents toward child marriage. The research contributed to more effective and targeted strategies, policies, and programme interventions that aim to mitigate and avert the negative impacts of COVID-19 on child marriage in South Asia. The findings of the research were presented and discussed at the regional forum on child marriage that was conducted in April 2023. 
UNICEF strengthened the collaboration and partnerships with regional partners to generate evidence and exchange knowledge on ending child marriage. In this view, UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia partnered with diverse regional partners to organize a regional forum on ending child marriage. The forum brought together participants from countries across the region, and discussed emerging evidence and data on child marriage. The forum also contributed to updating the Regional Action Plan to End Child Marriage in South Asia. 

4. Have digital technologies and tools been used to address child, early and forced marriage? If so, please share promising practices, challenges and possible solutions.
In Nepal, the Rupantaran programme has been digitized. The roll out of the digital Rupantaran programme has been launched and is expected to expand programme reach. 
5. Are digitalized birth and marriage registration systems being used in your country, requiring mandatory registration of all births and marriages, including childbirths at home and marriages under customary and religious laws? Do these digitalized registration systems allow to verify digitally birth certificates, before registering any marriage?

UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia supported the organization of the third regional conference of civil registration professionals of South Asia (CR8) in June 2023. Co-organised by UNICEF and the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the conference brought together civil registration professionals from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. The conference offered the opportunity to review the impact of COVID-19 on targets and identify areas for accelerated action. Participants took stock of efforts, interventions, and investments to date to strengthen civil registration and vital statistics (CRVS) in South Asia, including regional and country-led initiatives and action plans. The available data on CRVS including birth registration and the evidence base for effective programming, key research findings, gaps and priorities were also discussed. Participants exchanged on promising and innovative practices, success stories and lessons learned, as well as remaining gaps, challenges and unintended consequences of programming and policy level interventions. Guided by the CRVS Decade and ministerial declarations made by South Asian countries, the meeting acknowledged the diversity within the region with unique challenges, opportunities and progress in CRVS, and supported efforts to identify the necessary steps to achieve universal birth and death registration coverage by 2030. 
6. What other innovative strategies have been used to address child, early and forced marriage, as well as informal unions and collect data on this practice in your country? 




