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Introduction
The indigenous peoples and populations of the African continent are classified as the first and main victims of climate change and its repercussions due to their direct and fundamental involvement in the environment, agriculture, and livestock raising, and their concentration in environmentally and developmentally marginalized areas. In this context, Maat for Peace, Development, and Human Rights submits its written contribution to the High Commissioner for Human Rights; which sheds light on the impact of climate changes on the rights of indigenous people in Ethiopia and Chad through a general review of the impact of climate change on the rights of indigenous people on the African continent, then focusing on its effects on the rights of indigenous people in Ethiopia and Chad before concluding its contribution with a set of recommendations regarding that.
First: The impact of climate change on indigenous people in Africa
Climate change and its phenomena, ranging from drought, floods, and water scarcity, are having severe repercussions and impacts on the indigenous population, estimated at about 370 million around the world[footnoteRef:1]. Perhaps an examiner of the map of the indigenous population distributed in 35 African countries and their classifications as hunters, fish gatherers, herders, and pastoral farmers, estimated at about 50 million, Perhaps looking at the map of their communities, whether they are in North Africa; Where the Amazigh live or in West Africa; Large populations of pastoralist people live in countries such as Niger, Mali, Burkina Faso, Cameroon and others. Or in East Africa; Pastoral populations live in countries such as Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania. Or in southern and central Africa; Where there are indigenous people who live by hunting and gathering food[footnoteRef:2], they realize that they are the main and first victim of climate change. Climate changes carry catastrophic and deadly consequences within their living communities. It threatens to lose agricultural crops by 50% and to lose 4 million hectares of forest cover every year. It threatens 118 million Africans to fall under the burden of extreme poverty, floods and drought, and for 250 million Africans to suffer from water stress by 2030, especially indigenous people; as the legislative and legal structure is weak and there is a lack of resilience and flexibility to climate change[footnoteRef:3]. [1:  UNESCO,  Climate Change and African Indigenous Peoples, Access date January 2024, https://shorter.me/IbJQc ]  [2:  Al Khaleej, Africa’s indigenous people are threatened, July 21, 2017, https://bit.ly/3WKfGZ0. ]  [3:  VOA, Climate Change, Conflict Forcing More People in Africa to Flee, 7 September 2022, https://bit.ly/3EP07Je ] 

In East Africa, these repercussions appeared on the indigenous people of the Kalahari Desert and the Horn of Africa; as the levels of vegetation cover, traditional livestock, and farms declined and contributed to the intense suffering of 50% and 70% of the Maasai herders from poverty and acute hunger as a result of their exposure to successive waves of drought in northern Tanzania. To be added to the list of other indigenous peoples in Tanzania, which are the Barabaig, Hadzabe, and Akie tribes, located in the northern regions[footnoteRef:4]. Not to mention that it is a fundamental catalyst for climate-related violent conflicts and clashes, especially in African river basins, such as what the Lake Chad Basin depicts; as conflicts and disputes between herders over water and herbal resources are stimulated as a result of the decrease in water bodies by 90% due to climate change[footnoteRef:5]. [4:  UN, Department of Economic and Social Affairs , Indigenous Peoples, Access Date January 2024, https://shorter.me/AoywF ]  [5:  RW, Climate Change Turns African Rivers into Epicentres of Conflict, 24 October 2023, https://shorter.me/0f4yj ] 

Second: The impact of climate change on the indigenous population of Ethiopia
In Ethiopia, which is classified as home to a large and diverse group of peoples who speak more than 80 languages, its indigenous population constitutes about 15% of the population composition, and they are active as herders and farmers in the Ethiopian lowlands and hunting communities, including the Majang (Majangir) and Anuak peoples who live in the forests, Climate change is increasing among the indigenous population and has severe catastrophic consequences on them, especially those living in the Ethiopian lowlands, hunting and forest communities[footnoteRef:6], specifically the Majang (Majangir), Anuak and Benishangul peoples[footnoteRef:7]. [6:  RW, COVID-19 and Indigenous Women in East Africa: Emerging Impacts, Responses and Opportunities, 21 Jan 2024, https://shorter.me/5sl9W ]  [7:  RW, COVID-19 and Indigenous Women in East Africa: Emerging Impacts, Responses and Opportunities, 21 Jan 2021, https://shorter.me/PyL0m ] 

The impact of climate change on them is intensifying in the absence of any human rights legislation concerned with them or building their capabilities to cope and be resilient to climate change. Rather, the indigenous Ethiopian population is now facing the worst consequences of extreme weather and living in pastures that are classified as the driest ranges, which was evident in what the drought conditions have caused them. More than 3.5 million livestock have been killed and an additional 25 million vulnerable livestock are at risk of death between 2021 and May 2022[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  Debates, The Indigenous Peoples in Africa are victims of climatic changes generated as result of polluting industry in other parts of the world, Access date28  January  2024, https://shorter.me/GYj4Z ] 

In these contexts, human rights obligations, especially those concerned with indigenous people, raise alarm bells about the impact of climate change on indigenous people in light of the lack of any development efforts for them or taking into account the impact of Ethiopian national policies on them, which in turn contribute to their bulldozing and forced displacement, and even the destruction of their homelands such as The repercussions that the Renaissance Dam portends; The dam contributes to increasing the severity of climate change and changing existing ecosystems. The repercussions of the dam did not stop at the destruction of more than 200,000 acres of forest land for its construction, but rather led to the inevitability of the forced displacement and transfer of more than 20,000 indigenous people in Benishangul to hotter and more water-scarce areas, such as the area of Wemberya, to suffer from the repercussions of climate change and its violations of their rights at all political, civil, economic and social levels.
Third: The impact of climate change on human rights in Chad
A human rights reading of Chadian contexts reveals the primary responsibility of climate change for human rights. Climate forecasts classify Chad within the hottest and driest ranges throughout the 21st century, monitoring the decline in agricultural productivity and damage to livestock grazing practices, and classifying it as the second worst country in the world in terms of exposure of children to climate change, estimated at about 57% of its population. It is considered part of the Lake Chad Basin, where climate changes have caused the reduction of 90% of its water resources since the 1960s, affecting the needs of the indigenous people residing there. Rather, it notes the extent to which climate changes combine with conflicts to create severe humanitarian conditions and humanitarian needs for more than 5.8 million people and 2.9 million suffer from the worst stages of food insecurity, according to January 2024 statistics[footnoteRef:9]. In addition to their responsibility for increasing poverty rates in Chad, estimated at about 42.3% according to 2023 statistics[footnoteRef:10]. [9:   Humanitarian Action for Children 2024 - Chad, Reliefweb, 28 Dec 2023, https://reliefweb.int/report/chad/humanitarian-action-children-2024-chad ]  [10:  RW, Chad: Humanitarian situation overview -, 23 November 2023, https://shorter.me/apoLS  ] 

The estimated 12% of the population represented by the Mbororo group, the indigenous people, like other populations and indigenous peoples, are not supported and addressed by climate change. They are on the front lines of a hotter, drier, and fiery world, and are exposed to unprecedented heat waves, droughts, and wildfires. The indigenous Mbororo people in Chad have been observing rising temperatures since April 2023, estimated at about 52%, which has contributed to the intensification of drought and water waves, the death of livestock, their damage, and their lack of access to water and food[footnoteRef:11]. There is no doubt that climate change is a major catalyst for conflict between herders and indigenous people over agricultural, environmental and water resources, especially in central, southern and eastern Chad, with more than 36 violent incidents recorded between herders in 2022, claiming the lives of 528 and injuring 600 others. In the heart of 2023, conflicts between herders have been escalating and intensifying since April 2023, which resulted in the deaths of 22 people in its first days[footnoteRef:12]. Not to mention that it is one of the threats to their right to water; as their access to water is limited and they drink the same water as their livestock, in addition to the suffering of indigenous women from the responsibility of carrying and bringing water from far away areas; where they are exposed to violence[footnoteRef:13]. [11:  Mongabay,  Indigenous peoples under supported on frontline of hotter, drier, fiery world, 13 September 2023, https://shorter.me/93fdN ]  [12:  VOA, More Dead in Chad Clashes, Access date 28 January 2024,   https://shorter.me/Mr1jB ]  [13:  Cultural Survival, Mbororo Peoples’ Journey for Survival: Transhumance and Territoriality in Central Africa, 20 September 2023, https://shorter.me/-rRi0 ] 

Recommendations
In the midst of the effects of catastrophic and severe climate change on the rights of indigenous people in the African continent: Ethiopia and Chad, and in light of the pessimistic expectations regarding the severity of these effects and human rights risks, and in order to increase the ability to respond and be resilient, Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights recommends the following:
· Maat calls on the Commission to urge the African governments, especially the Ethiopian and Chadian, to recognize the indigenous people and their rights, including both the Benishangul population in Ethiopia and the Mbororo group in Chad, in preparation for achieving their human rights and to implement the international and regional obligations of that government, and calls on them to modernize the legal and legislative system to include and recognize Indigenous rights.
· Maat calls on both the Ethiopian and Chadian governments to launch programs to build the capabilities of indigenous people and educate them about the dangers of climate change and how to confront and recover from them, in addition to developing their capabilities for informed participation in developing plans related to climate change.
· Maat calls on the two governments to expand their development partnerships in order to accelerate the humanitarian response and provide protection programs concerned with meeting the humanitarian needs resulting from the impact of climate change among indigenous people, such as housing, shelter, health and water needs.
· Maat draws the attention of the Ethiopian government to the importance of conducting policy evaluations of its development policies and their repercussions on the indigenous population, similar to the repercussions resulting from the combined effects of the Renaissance Dam and climate change, in order to mitigate and address their severity.
· Maat notes the need for the Chadian and Ethiopian governments to localize early warning systems for climate change emergencies and disasters and adopt evaluation mechanisms for projects and their climate and environmental impacts and subsequently on indigenous populations.
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