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(Courtesy Translation)

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United

Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents

its compliments to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human

Rights, and with reference to its letter dated 12 October 2023, has the

honour to attach herewith the contribution of the Republic of Iraq

regarding the analytical study on the impact of loss and damage from the

diverse effects of climate change on the full enjoyment of human rights'

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq avails itself of this

opportunity to renew to the Office of High Commissioner for Human

Rights, the assurances of its highest considerat\o41,/-}ts
Geneva, 08th FebruarY 2024
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contributions of the Republic of Iraq regarding the analytical study on the

impact of Loss and damage resulting from the diverse effects of climate

change on the full enjoyment of human rights
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l-The extraordinary impact of climate change on the country :

A-Biological Loses and damages to the Iraqi Marshes, the damage to the marsh

community, economic deterioration, migration of the marshes population due to

drought, high temperature, poor rains, death ofthe Buffalos and fish and

biodiversity loss.

B-The damages resulting from climate change, high temperatures and poor rains

are considered the cause of the deterioration of the agricultural soil, especially

in the alluvial plain area, a matter resulted to a decline in the agricultural

productivity .

c-Loses and damage to groundwater reserves in Iraq due to the decrease in

rainfall resulting from climate change, a matter led to the displacement of

residents to cities and areas with limited water, which resulted in a local

competition for water resources and loss of diversity in Iragi Society'

D- Environmental and biological damages in the forests of the Kurdistan region,

which constitute a unique natural and biological system, also the cycle of

snowfall and melting of seasonal snow in the mountains of the Kurdistan

Region were damaged a matter that resulted in damages to the environmental

and biological systems.

E-Losses and damages resulting from dust storms on the humans and the

increase in the number of causalities caused by these storms '

F- Losses and damages resulting from sudden floods, as Iraq has witnessed

heavy rainfall for a short period of time over the past years '

G- Losses and damages resulting from heat waves, as Iraq witnessed severe heat

waves in which the maximum temperature exceeded (50) degrees Celsius with

close and prolonged repetition periods.
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2-in paragraph (2) the Ministry of Environment analyses and prepares annual

reports based on reports received from its representatives in the ministries and

in the environmental directorates in the govemorates '

3- Paragraphs (3 and a) regarding procedures, measures, approaches and

solutions based on equitY:

A-The National Adaptation Plan drawn up by the Iragi Ministry of Environment

works to address the effects of climate change especially on poor and vulnerable

communities and this plan has made a remarkable progress on managing and

treating the effects of climate change especially on weak and fragile sectors

with a focus on basic issues related to food, water and economic security for

residents.

B- Iraq's second National communication: the document works to record the

Iraq's plans and projects in the fields ofmitigation and adaptation to current and

future climate change impacts which target the sectors of education, poverty'

livelihood improvement and Food Security for poor and marginalized families,

displaced people and children.

C- There are proposals for projects aimed at enhancing agricultural resilience

and improving the livelihoods and food security ofrural areas' the target groups

will be small-scale households as well as poor families who were forced to

leave agriculture and female-headed households '

4-paragraph (5) the necessity ofa fair distribution ofwater shares between

upstream and downstream countries as well as fair distribution of water shares

within the country and rationalize distribution and consumption of water

through modern irrigation methods and smart management of water resources .

5- paragraph (6) the developed countries that are responsible for climate change

must adhere to their duties towards countries affected by climate change and

obtain technical support, considering that Iraqi is one of the countries that are

most particularly vulnerable to the harmful effects of climate change'
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