Replies to the questionnaire
regarding cultural rights and sustainable development

Answers are provided by the Ministry of Culture and Sports of the Hellenic Republic

I. The cultures of development
Culture is officially recognized as the fourth pillar of sustainable development.
 As a distinct economic sector, the promotion of the cultural sector is an integrated, sustainable development tool, which creates jobs and ecosystems of entrepreneurship and education, thus contributing significantly to social cohesion among local communities. The strategic choice, in this regard, of the Ministry of Culture and Sports of Greece is dual: 1) the promotion of cultural heritage through modern, current activities and investments, and 2) the strengthening of contemporary artistic creativity. The Ministry of Culture and Sports engages in a vast number of activities ranging from cultural heritage management to cultural and creative industries promotion, by, inter alia, protecting cultural rights and encouraging participation in cultural activities, and viewing culture as both an enabler and a driver of economic, social and environmental parameters of sustainable development.
Greece also supports and reinforces, within its legal framework, cultural life that promotes cultural diversity as well as UNESCO’s Culture Conventions, which are key to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
. Furthermore, the Ministry of Culture and Sports of Greece, through its competent bodies, promotes cultural education of youth, with an emphasis on the use of new technologies. The Melina Mercouri international prize of UNESCO for Safeguarding and Management of Cultural Landscapes, funded exclusively by the Greek Ministry of Culture and Sports, reflects the Ministry’s holistic and unified consideration and treatment of natural and cultural environments as the only viable option for sustainable development.
Furthermore, the National Strategy for Growth 2021 regards the country’s rich cultural heritage as one of Greece’s comparative advantages that, together with tourism and new technologies, provides a major pillar for economic growth and sustainable development. Additionally, Greece has included cultural heritage -along with cultural tourism and the cultural and creative industries- in the new Strategic Plan for Growth by mainstreaming culture in all sectoral and regional operational programmes, in the framework of the new Partnership Agreement for the Development Framework 2021-2027
. The National Recovery and Resilience Plan “Greece 2.0” places investments and reforms in culture under the component “Modernize and improve resilience of key economic sectors”, in recognition of the importance of the cultural sector as a driver of growth 
.
In Greece, the coordination and monitoring of the implementation of the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development is monitored by the General Secretariat of Coordination of the Programme of the Government, thus ensuring the necessary coordination under a whole-of-government approach which promotes policy coherence and direct cooperation between relevant governmental bodies and Ministries, as well as working closely with the Hellenic Parliament, academia, the private sector, local communities and civil society organizations. 
Within this framework, the Greek Ministry of Culture and Sports is an active member of a wider cross-ministerial network, participating in the above-mentioned monitoring mechanism, which includes coordination meetings, continuous cooperation and exchange of information, and development of agreed activities for the implementation of SDGs in Greece. 
ΙΙ. The cultural rights dimension of the sustainable development goals
The Greek Ministry of Culture and Sports, through the Directorate of International and European Union Relations, is contributing in initiatives undertaken by the Presidency of the Government, as well as cooperating with relevant Ministries for the promotion and expansion of the established policy coherence for the implementation of SDGs in Greece. To this extend, the Directorate of International and European Union Relations of the Ministry of Culture and Sports has already established a proper channel of communication with relevant focal points of other Ministries, which includes exchange of information, identification of possible overlapping in specific activities, best practices’ identification, participation in various cultural activities, etc.

Specifically, regarding intellectual property rights, a legal framework is under creation that will address issues of intellectual piracy, strengthening the sustainability of the cultural and creative industries as well as relevant rights. Moreover, important measures are being taken to ensure equal accessibility and participation in cultural life activities. The creation of a framework for higher arts education as well as for the improvement of artists’ capabilities and capacity, affording them the opportunity to continue to work effectively under future unpredictable conditions, constitute major strategic priorities for the Ministry of Culture and Sports. 
Since 2017, the Ministry of Culture and Sports has been engaged in a mapping exercise, aiming to align the Ministry’s actions and priorities with those provided for under the SDGs. The outcome of such an exercise has revealed that a significant number of the Ministry’s activities, programs and events fall within the scope of the Agenda 2030. In particular, based on updated mapping results, the Ministry of Culture and Sports implements nine (9) out of the seventeen (17) SDGs, with the majority of activities reported under SDG 11 (6 sub-targets) and 16 (3 sub-targets), whereas emphasis is also placed on the rest of the SDGs.
The above were also reflected in the Greek Voluntary National Review (VNR), submitted in 2018 (available at Greece: Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform (un.org)). Specifically, in the VNR’s section 6.2 on Fostering policy coherence and interlinkages (Greek VNR, pages 107 - 110 - Means of Implementation, culture) the case of agricultural tourism and cultural sector is presented. 
Following the above-mentioned 2018 VNR on SDGs, Greece is preparing to present an updated 2nd VNR, during the forthcoming 2022 UN High Level Political Forum (New York, July 2022). The Greek Ministry of Culture and Sports has already cooperated within the above-described Government coordination body, in order to define and describe the contribution of culture to the SDGs implementation achievements. To this extend, the main aspects per SDG are to be presented in particular under Goals 4, 11, 13 and 17, including bilateral and regional cultural cooperation.
The Ministry of Culture and Sports, within its competence, is promoting “Sustainable Cities and Communities”, in the following ways:
a) by ensuring that the protection, preservation, restoration, enhancement and re-use of ancient, byzantine/post-byzantine and ottoman monuments, as well as of modern and contemporary buildings, are in full compliance with international principles, relevant charters and guidelines, 
b) by seeking to integrate built cultural heritage in the urban tissue of modern towns, cities and human settlements,
c) by taking all available measures, following relevant international principles and guidelines, in order to monitor, document, assess, reduce and avoid the dangerous impact of climate change and related natural disasters that threaten monuments of all periods,
d) by encouraging cooperation and exchange of know-how and best practices concerning methods, materials and techniques for the protection and restoration of built cultural heritage, and
e) by acting as National Contact Point for the New European Bauhaus (NEB) initiative in Greece. The competent Directorate within the Ministry works towards and supports the identification, dissemination and implementation of NEB’s main objectives. 
Within the Ministry of Culture and Sports, the role of the Directorate for the Development of Contemporary Culture is to plan and implement development-oriented policies that support productive activities, decent job creation, entrepreneurship, creativity and innovation in a sustainable way. During the Covid-19 pandemic, monitoring of such activities was not easy to do. 

Respect for diversity is one of the characteristics of the cultural and creative sector; hence the General Directorate for Contemporary Culture of the Greek Ministry of Culture and Sports has been trying to reinforce it through policies that promote diversity. It is also trying to build, or upgrade, facilities that are child-, disability-, vulnerability- and gender-sensitive, which provide a safe, inclusive and effective learning environment.
In addition, in recent years, the Ministry of Culture and Sports has implemented many awareness-raising activities addressed to the broader public, in order to promote sustainable development, social inclusion and to combat racism. Some of these activities have been primarily implemented by the Ministry of Culture and Sports and the Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs, museums, municipalities, cultural institutions, schools, the press and wider media. Such awareness-raising activities, programs and initiatives mainly focus on the integration of various vulnerable groups, such as vulnerable refugees and migrants, Roma, former drug-addicts, persons with disabilities, the unemployed, as well as people in detention facilities (prisons). For example, under the guidance of the Inter-ministerial Commission for Combating Substance Dependence, the competent Directorate of the Ministry of Culture and Sports is implementing, on an annual basis, programs for both prevention and social rehabilitation of former addicts.
In addition to activities undertaken by various cultural bodies and institutions, public or private, it is worth mentioning that there have also been initiatives at grassroots level (for example festivals, magazines, self-managed cultural centers) carried out by civil society organizations which aim at the equal participation in cultural life of marginalized persons. 

Moreover, since 2016, the Ministry of Culture and Sports has been, within its competence, contributing to various reports submitted to International Organizations, presenting policies, actions and best practices on cultural rights and sustainable development initiatives. More specific, the Ministry of Culture and Sports has mainly contributed to:
· As already mentioned above, the 2018 Greek Voluntary National Review (UN High Level Political Forum, New York, July 2018), as well as to the preparation of the forthcoming 2022 VNR (New York, July 2022),
· the work of the Special Rapporteur for cultural rights (October 2018) as per A/HRC/RES/37/12/22 March 2018,
· the implementation of UNGA Resolution 70/2014, submitted to UNESCO Executive Office of the Assistant Director-General for Culture on 22 July 2017,
· the Greek Reporting on the implementation of the UNECE Strategy for Education on Sustainable Development (2017–2019), contribution submitted on 11 January 2019,
· the 2021 Survey of Expenditure on Cultural and Natural Heritage (SDG 11.4.1) submitted on 12 November 2021to the UNESCO Institute for Statistics,
· the annual OECD/DAC sustainable development indicators and statistics (in accordance with the Hellenic Statistical Authority).
As already stated above, culture is officially recognized as the fourth pillar of sustainable development. Among the main priorities of the Ministry of Culture and Sports within the context of promoting the importance of cultural heritage in achieving the SDGs, especially  SDG11 and SDG13, are the following:
-"Integrated management of archaeological sites and monuments - preparation of management plans for the Greek monuments and sites inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List": in the context of the implementation of projects aiming to the protection of cultural and natural heritage against climate-related threats, which jeopardize its integrity and preservation for future generations, the competent directorates of the Ministry of Culture and Sports have undertaken the above referred project. The preparation of such management plans will create the framework for a comprehensive management of the fifteen (15) Greek World Heritage sites, introducing strategic planning for each monument separately, setting concrete priorities, goals and schedules and fully covering all aspects of a management policy.
- “Study for the preparation of a comprehensive risk-management plan for the archaeological sites of Mycenae-Tiryns, Acropolis of Athens and Dafni Monastery”:  This project concerns the preparation of Risk Management Plans for the aforementioned sites. These plans include short and long-term actions, which are to be prioritized and organized in time with a view to effectively manage the damage caused to these monuments by natural phenomena or man-made interventions. Their preparation will contribute to the prevention and management of the consequences of natural disasters for other sites and monuments as well.
- Regarding cultural rights and Sustainable Development Goals for Quality Education, and for Reduced Inequalities, the Directorate of Archaeological Museums, Exhibitions and Educational programs, participating in the National Plan for People with Disabilities 2021-2023, organizes seminars for museum professionals under the title “Diverse but equivalent citizens: equal access to cultural goods for all”. The seminar’s goal is to ensure accessible educational programs in archaeological museums, archaeological sites and monuments for persons with disabilities. 
- Regarding cultural rights and Sustainable Development Goal for Climate Action, the Directorate of Archaeological Museums, Exhibitions and Educational programs has been coordinating, on a regular basis since 2012, the pan-hellenic campaign “Green Cultural Routes”. This action aims to: a) promote sustainable development by educating the public on issues associated with the protection of cultural wealth and the natural environment, b) draw attention to the local cultural identity and historical tradition, c) protect nature and biodiversity, d) motivate social groups, e) encourage tourist development through various activities and events in harmony with the landscape and the local historical and cultural tradition and f) raise public awareness on respect and understanding of different cultures.
In conclusion, culture, as an essential component of human development, represents a source of identity, innovation and creativity that provides sustainable solutions to local and global challenges. However, the Cultural and Creative Sectors and Industries (CCSI) as a business sector are subject to economic constraints. This can be addressed through policies supporting, inter alia, the status and working conditions of artists, cultural and creative professionals as well as the formalization and growth of micro-, small- and medium-sized enterprises through access to financial services and affordable credit.
� The Executive Bureau of United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), approved the Policy Statement “Culture is the Fourth Pillar of Sustainable Development” on 17 November 2010, in the framework of the World Summit of Local and Regional Leaders - 3rd World Congress of UCLG, held in Mexico City.


� � HYPERLINK "https://en.unesco.org/countries/greece" �https://en.unesco.org/countries/greece� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/partnership-agreement-greece-2021-2027_en" �https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/partnership-agreement-greece-2021-2027_en�


� � HYPERLINK "https://greece20.gov.gr/en/pillars-and-components/#tab-pa-4" �https://greece20.gov.gr/en/pillars-and-components/#tab-pa-4�





