I N F O R M A T I O N
Moratorium on the use of the death penalty

Until 1998 (the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina) and 2000 (the Republika Srpska), Bosnia and Herzegovina enforced the SFRY Criminal Code, which provided for the death penalty as one of the most severe sanctions for the most serious crimes (which in practice was not often imposed, but was eased by imposition of prison sentences of 20 years that was the maximum prison term provided for in the then legislation).
With the signing of the Dayton Agreement on 14 December 1995 in Paris, France, the legal system of BiH incorporated the European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and the protocols thereto, including Protocol No. 6 which deals with the death penalty.
The Criminal Codes of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Republika Srpska (up to 2003 the Criminal Code was at the entity level) did not provide for capital punishment, while the CC of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina provides for a long-term imprisonment of up to 40 years, and CC of Republika Srpska provides for life imprisonment. 

The Criminal Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which entered into force on 1 March 2003 and has been enforced by the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, does not provide for the death penalty but a sentence of long-term imprisonment for a term of 45 years.

As noted above, they point out that, owing to the 2003 reform of criminal legislation in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2003, the death penalty is not prescribed either at the state level or in entity criminal codes, which means that the national legislation has been brought in line with international legal instruments that prohibit providing for the death penalty.
On 19 March 2008 the National Assembly of the Republika Srpska carried the Decision on the Definition of Amendments to the Constitution of the Republika Srpska, including the amendment to abolish the death penalty. This Decision also determines that the amendments shall be the subject of public debates, which were held in Banja Luka on 4 and 24 April 2008 and in Istocno Sarajevo on 7 April 2008. After the public debate amendments CXXII-CL were passed by the National Assembly of the Republika Srpska.
However, given amendments are considered to have been passed only if a majority of every caucus in the House of Peoples of the Republika Srpska voted for them, they were not passed as the necessary number of MPs did not vote for them at the second special session of the House of Peoples on 26 April 2012.

It is important to note here that death penalty has not been imposed de facto and de iure by courts in the Republika Srpska, because the Criminal Code of the Republika Srpska or any other law does not provide for the death penalty even for the most serious criminal offenses.

To summarize, in accordance with international instruments Bosnia and Herzegovina has either ratified or taken over by succession, the death penalty is not provided for in the criminal legislation of Bosnia and Herzegovina (the state level of government structure) or in the criminal legislation of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Republika Srpska (the two entities that make up Bosnia and Herzegovina). 

The attitude of Bosnia and Herzegovina is that the abolition of death penalty, as a sentence of deprivation of life, from the criminal legislation is a positive step in the development of a democratic society and the recognition of the dignity of human beings. 
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